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Nearly 500,000 animals 
sacrificed at Haj 

RIYADH (R) — Nearly half a million sheep, cattle and 
camels were sacrificed during this year’s annua! rrii 

^ A |ency quoted Islamic Devdopmenr 
5“* Ben Mohamm a^ Ali as sayS^iSl 

Si attt? nding the Haj had talced 

464,6 Ijjh^p and 9,076 cows and camels. The bank is the 
rain body in charge of the sacrifice, a ritual uXwhich 
slaughter animals and donate their meat to 
the needy m Islamic countries. The- agency said most of the 
meinws fr^^ked and shipped to countries in Africa 
radAsia. Some 700.000 sheep and 20,000 cattle were sac- 

“ mX S ™ s yeaA Haj officially 
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King expresses concern 
over Serb actions 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Abdullah on 
Tuesday expressed his concern over and condemna- 
tion of the reported Serb actions, including ethnic 
cleansing, killing and displacement, against Kosovo 
Albanians, a Royal Court spokesman said. King 
Abdullah instructed the government to send humani- 
tarian and medical assistance to the victims. To 
express the Kingdom's condemnation of the Serbian 
actions. Jordan has recalled its charge d’affaires in 
Belgrade. 
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NATO campaign 
boosts U.S. 
defence industry 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
f NATO’s neariy week-old air 
• assauh on Yugoslavia has gener- 
ally boosted share prices of US. 
defence companies. Shares of 
Raytheon have risen almost 
three per cent in the week, 
eclipsing the pace of the overall 
Dow Jones Industrial Average, 
which has gone up 25 per cent 
in the same period. The Massa- 
chusetts-based company pro- 
duces the Tomahawk missile at 
a price erf $750,000. United 
Technologies, another high- 
tech firm, has gained 3.4 per 
cent since the start of the con- 
flict. notably in recent days 
amid calls in some quarters for 
the deployment of ground 
troops in the mainly Albanian 
province of Kosovo. 

q British court rejects 
anti-terrorism law 

LONDON (AFP) — Britain’s 
High Court on Tuesday rejected 
a key plank of new and -terror- 
ism laws introduced by the gov- 
ernment. calling it a 'blatant 
and obvious” attack on the 
rights of foe accused The article 
in question allows a terrorism 
suspect to incriminate himself 
by tailing to prove his inno- 
cence. thereby losing the tradi- 
tional presumption of inno- 
cence until proven guilty. The 
new law was a ‘blatant and fla- 
grant violation of the 'presumed 
innocent' rule.” the court said in 
its ruling, adding that the law 
change would contravene the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights. 

Second Salvadoran 
sentenced to death 
in Cuba 

HAVANA (AFP) — A Cuban 
court has sentenced Otto Rene 
Rodriguez Llerena to death, 
making him the second Sal- 
vadoran to face capital punish- 
ment in Cuba, diplomatic 
sources told AFP here Tbesday. 
Rodriguez Urena. 40, was on 
trial for committing acts of ter- 
rorism. He had confessed to 
planting a bomb in the Mdia- 
Cohiba Hotel on August 4. 
1997, and to transporting two 
additional bombs to Havana 
where he was captured. Ernesto 
Cruz Leon. 27, another Sal- 
vadoran, faces death by firing 
squad for six Havana bomb- 
ings. 

EU approves 
BT-AT&T alliance 


BRUSSELS lAFP) •— The 
European Commission gave 
approval on Tuesday for an 
alliance between British Tele- 
com t BTi and the U.S. telecom- 

^ municaiions company AT&T. 

^ A Commission spokesman said 
that approval was conditional 
on some requirements concern- 
ing the British market The US. 
Department of Justice and the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission must also give their 
assent. Both companies greeted 
the decision. A joint venture 
with a SlO-billion turnover is to 
be created with the ambition of 
becoming the leading world 
tekecHTimunieations operation, 
concentrating on multinational 
business client*, data transfer 
and the Internet 

Indians kill two 
^Pakistani soldiers 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian 
troops killed two Pakistani sol- 
diers Tuesday while resisting an 
attempt to capture a strategic 
post on the Siachen glacier in 
the disputed Kashmir region, 
officials said. The Indian troops 
opened fire after observing a 
group of Pakistani soldiers 
movins towards the Indian post 
on the737U-metro high glacier 
domestic news agencies report- 
ed. ’Two Pakistani soldiers 
were killed in the shootout,” a 
military official was quoted as 

^saying. 


NATO rejects Milosevic overture to 
end air strikes against Yugoslavia 

UNHCR accuses Serb forces of carrying out ‘ethnic cleansing’ 


BELGRADE (R) — 

Yugoslav President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic held out the 
prospect of an end to fight- 
ing in Kosovo on Tuesday, 
but NATO said it wanted 
“action, not words” before 
calling off its bomb and 
missile offensive. 

1 Speaking on Yugoslav 
state television after emer- 
gency talks with Russian 
prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov, Milosevic said he 
would be prepared to with- 
draw some forces from 
Kosovo and allow the free 
return of refugees if NATO 
ended air strikes. 

But NATO leaders imme- 
diately rejected the over- 
ture. 

LT.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton said NATO allies were 
“united in our outrage” over 
what he called Serb atroci- 
ties in Kosovo. 

“We . are determined to 
stay with our policy.” he 
said. 

‘The proposals brought 
by Prime Minister Pri- 
makov are no basis for a 
political settlement.” 
echoed Chancellor Gerhard 
after meeting Primakov, 
who flew from Belgrade to 
Bonn to brief the German 
leader on his meeting with 
Milosevic. 

“It’s action, not words, 
that counts. He knows what 
he has to do,” said a 
spokesman for British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

Milosevic said the allied 



Serbs attack the U5. embassy in Belgrade on Tbesday as NATO continued air strikes against Yugoslavia. Massive 
protests were held in Belgrade and other capitals against the NATO allies, and all of the alliance's embassies in the 
Yugoslav capital were stoned (AP photo) 


air offensive risked a new 
explosion in the Balkans. 

He said the Serb nation- 
had shown, by its “heroic 
defence” against NATO, 
that it could not be broken 
by force. 

Primakov was upbeat 


when he talked to reporters 
at Cologne/Bonn airport 
before meeting. 

“Generally it’s a good 
start” Primakov said. “He 
[Milosevic] is ready to be 
constructive. If the bombing 
stops he is ready to reduce 


his .military presence in the 
region,” he told reporters 
through an interpreter. . . 

But as the diplomatic 
shuttle unfolded, a steady 
flow of warplanes contin- 
ued to fly out of the Aviano 
airbase in northeastern Italy 


on Tbesday. 

NATO said air strikes 
against Yugoslavia were 
proceeding around the clock 
and would be intensified 
further in coming days. 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.N. panel advises 
‘more intrusive’ 

Iraq inspections 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
A key 20-member panel on 
Iraqi arms concluded that 
intrusive inspections were 
needed under a restructured 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) to account for 
Baghdad's remaining 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

But the panel’s report, 
given to Secretary General 
Kofi Annan on Monday, pro- 
posed no inducement for Iraq 
to allow any UN. weapons 
inspectors back in the coun- 
try. They left after mid- 
December U.S.-British 

bombing raids. 

“It is in the hands of the 
Security Council to devise 
ways of ensuring that Iraq 
accepts such monitoring and 
verification,” the panel 
wrote. 

The report, requested by 
the Security Council, is an 
attempt to provide a basis for 
formulating a policy towards 
Iraq that its divided 15 mem- 
bers could accept The panel 
included arms experts and 
goyemment officials. 

It recommended disarma- 
ment procedures carried out 
in jthe past could be com- 
bined with a monitoring sys- 
tem, which would be “if any- 
thing more intrusive than the 
one so far practised.” 

Couched in opaque diplo- 
matic language, the report 
says data on Iraq’s dangerous 
weapons is largely but not 
totally complete, thereby 
allowing die United States 
and Britain to maintain strin- 


gent U.N. sanctions. 

Security Council resolu- 
tions link any removal of 
sanctions to a clean bill of 
health on its nuclear, ballistic 
missile, chemical and biolog- 
ical weapons programmes. 

But the report also opens 
the door for countries sym- 
pathetic to Iraq, like Russia, 
France and China, to move 
against UNSCOM, currently 
in charge of Iraqi disarma- 
ment, which they want abol- 
ished or radically changed. 

It says UNSCOM 's com- 
position could possibly 
include technical experts as 
well as UN. secretariat dele- 
gates, diplomats, and repre- 
sentatives from The Hague- 
based Organisation for the 
Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW). 

Some arms experts believe 
such a structure, which Rus- 
sia proposed in January, 
would politicise UNSCOM 
further. 

In an apparent reference to 
alleged espionage by the 
United States, the panel says 
inspections “should not be 
used for purposes other than 
the ones set forth” by the 
council. 

Scott Ritter, a former UN. 
inspector, has charged that 
Washington used UNSCOM 
to obtain information on bow 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein could be removed rather 
than where he might have 
hidden the dangerous 
weapons. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arab Israelis, Palestinians hold Land 
Day protest against Israel land grabs 


SAKHNIN (AFP) — Thou- 
sands of Arab Israelis and 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip held 
their annual Land Day 
protest Tuesday against the 
confiscation of Arab proper- 
ty by Israel. 

But the violence which 
often marks the rallies was 
largely absent and the festi- 
val of ‘Eid Al Adha 
appeared to have kept many 
people away from the 
demonstrations. 

Land Day is held every 
March 30 to mark the 
killing of six Israeli Arabs 
by soldiers in a series of 
protests in 1976 over the 
confiscation of land from 
Arab communities in north- 
ern Israel. 

Three of the dead came 
from Sak hnin in the Galilee, 
where around 10,000 
demonstrators turned out 
Tuesday in a carnival 
atmosphere that included a 
marching band and some 
energetic campaigning for 
Arab candidates standing in 
the May 17 Israeli general 
elections. 

All political factions were 
represented, with the crowd 


waving a colourful blend of 
green Islamic banners, red 
pennants for the commu- 
nists and the red. green, 
white and black Palestinian 
flag. 

“This is a peaceful 
demonstration and our main 
demand is for an extension 
of the boundaries of Arab 
municipalities,” said Ali 
Shahawani, one of the 
rally’s organisers. 

Shahawani complained 
that Arab towns lacked 
room to expand because 
Israeli authorities barred 
construction on adjacent 
plots which had been 
declared “stale lands.” 

A large force of Israeli 
police deployed on the out- 
skirts of Sakhnin. but kept 
their distance from the rally, 
which was also attended by 
a few Israeli peace activists. 

Palestinians also held 
Land ■ Day demonstrations 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, but only one incidenr 
of violence was reported in 
the village of Beit Orara 
near Hebron. 

About 30 ^youths, some 
with their faces masked, 
burned tires and threw 


stones at Israeli soldiers, 
who responded with volleys 
of tear gas and rubber-coat- 
ed metal bullets, witnesses 
said. 

No injuries were reported. 

In the Gaza Strip, about 
500 supporters oftheleftisr 
Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
protested outside the Gush 
Katif bloc of Jewish settle- 
ments, a flashpoint for 
clashes with Israeli troops. 

Palestinians have been 
angered by alleged attempts 
by the settlers to expand 
their enclave in the southern 
Gaza Strip. But Thursday’s 
rally passed off peacefully. 

Elsewhere in the Palestin- 
ian territories, shopowners 
observed a symbolic one- 
hour strike in the morning 
for Land Day. 

Organisers of the annual 
event said this year’s com- 
memoration was unusually 
subdued partly because it 
coincided with the religious 
festival of ‘Eid AJ Adha, or 
feast of the sacrifice, which 
was in its fourth and last 
day. 

They said the upcoming 
elections also contributed to 


calming Land Day events 
inside Israel, where Arabs 
make up nearly a sixth of 
the population of six mil- 
lion. 

In Sakhnin. many demon- 
strators carried banners and 
wore sweatshirts embla- 
zoned with the portrait of 
Azmi Bishara, the first Arab 
to run for Israeli prime min- 
ister. 

Israeli security officials 
had feared violence this 
year after a flare-up over an 
army attempt to confiscate 
land near the Arab Israeli 
town of Urn AJ Fahm for 
use as a firing range. 

In September, more than 
120 people were injured in 
two days of running battles 
between Um Al Fahm resi- 
dents and Israeli police over 
the dispute. 

But the government has 
since been negotiating with 
local ’Arab leaders and both 
sides said a compromise 
Was near. 

Israel’s Arab minority has 
had vast tracts of its land 
confiscated for military use 
or the development of Jew- 
ish towns since the creation 
of Israel in 1948. 


Iraq possesses no weapons 
of mass destruction — Ritter 

r 


Four Lebanese soldiers injured in Israeli attack 


RASHAYA (.AFP) — The Lebanese 
army confirmed four of its troops 
were wounded in an Israeli helicopter 
attack Tuesday but denied Israeli 
claims the strikes took place inside the 
Israeli-occupied security zone. 

“Army positions in Wadi Junoom. 
east of Rashava, were the target of two 
Israeli helicopter attacks this after- 
noon ” the army said in a statement. 

“Anti-aircraft batteries fired back ai 
the helicopters and four troops, 
including one officer, were lightly 

wounded.” it said. 

Security sources said earlier that 
Israeli helicopters fired heavy 
machine-guns on Mount Hermon near 
the Syrian border. 


The troops, who were manning a 
post near the village of Ain Aata, close 
to the Israeli-occupied border zone in 
southern Lebanon, were taken to hos- 
pital in the Syrian-controlled Bekaa 
Valley, they said. 

Israeli helicopters combed the area 
with machine-guns for about 90 min- 
utes, apparently after guerrillas 
attempted to infiltrate Israel's “self- 
declared” security zone through 
Mount Hermon, the sources said, 
adding that Israeli ground forces also 
fired machine-guns on the western 
flank of Mount Hermon. 

An Israeli militaiy spokesman said 
that helicopters had opened fire “at a 
suspicious group” inside the Israeli- 


occupied zone and denied the men 
were in a Lebanese army post, all of 
which are outside the zone. 

Last year, one Lebanese soldier was 
killed and two others were wounded 
during Israeli bombardments on 
southern Lebanon. 

Tlie Mount Hermon range, which 
straddles the Lebanon-Syria border, 
was commonly used by Lebanese 
Communist Party fighters to launch 
attacks against the Israeli-occupied 
zone during the 1980s. 

The Shiite Hizbollah, which spear- 
heads guerrilla attacks against the 
Israeli occupation, has never used 
Mount Henmon to infiltrate the 
enclave. 


DUBAI (AFP) — Iraq 
has already been dis- 
armed and no longer 
poses a threat to its 
neighbours, former U.N. 
weapons inspector Scott 
Riner said in an inter- 
view published on Tues- 
day. 

“Today, Iraq no longer 
possesses arms of mass 
destruction,” Ritter told 
the London-based Ara- 
bic newspaper Al Hayat. 

“Where are the biolog- 
ical arras factories? 
They have been 
destroyed. Where are 
the chemical weapons 
factories? They have 
been destroyed,” said 
Ritter, a former U.S. 
Marine. 

His latest comments, 
after a series of press 
interviews since resign- 
ing in August from U.N. 
arms inspection teams, 
contrasted with the rea- 
sons which Ritter gave 
for his resignation. 

At the time, he 

accused Washington’ of 
blocking intrusive 
inspections of Iraqi 
sites. 

Ritter went on to warn 
in September that Bagh- 
dad still possessed most 
of the elements needed 
to build three nuclear 
bombs. although it 

lacked the enriched ura- 
nium. 

But in AI Hayat. he 
said the nuclear pro- 
gramme had been 
“destroyed and disman- 
tled.” the same as Iraq’s 
long-range missiles. 

“What's left in Iraq? 
Nothing but seeds which 
can be planted and culti- 
vated. They have scien- 
tists and the know-how 
which they could decide 
to reactivate if they are 
given the freedom” he 
said. 



Scott Ritter 


Ritter said it was time 
for the U.N. Security 
Council to lift the eco- 
nomic sanctions linked 
to disarmament that 
have been in force since 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. . 

But a system of long- 
term monitoring of Iraqi 
weapons programmes, 
rather than inspections, 
should remain in place. 


he said. 

Ritter renewed his 
charges that the United 
States tried to transform 
LLN. arms inspections 
into a “spying opera- 
tion" aimed at toppling 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

“But it’s an impossible 
dream,” said Ritter, 
whom Baghdad often 
accused of spying for 
Washington. 

A U.N. panel, in a new 
report to the Security 
Council, has called for a 
revaraped and "more 
intrusive” system of 
long-term monitoring 
that would include 
inspections (see sepa- 
rate story). 

Iraq vowed after U.S. 
and British air strikes in 
December — launched 
to punish Baghdad for 
its : reported failure to 
cooperate fully with 
U.N. inspectors — that 
the inspectors would 
never be allowed to 
return. 


Arab Bank presents 
budget, final account 


AMMAN — The Arab 
Bank Shareholders General 
Assembly held its 69th 
meeting at the Bank’s Head 
Office Building in Amman 
on Friday under the Chair- 
manship of Mr. Abdul 
Majeed Shoman, Chairman 
of the Board, and in the 
presence of the Companies 
Comptroller at the Ministry 
of Industry together with 
Arab Bank shareholders 
from various Arab coun- 
tries. 

The meeting discussed the 



general budget, the final 
accounts and the Board of 
Directors report. 
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Jerusalem’s patriarch calls 
for peace in Easter message 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(APi — Turbulent Middle 
Eastern politics threaten to 
dampen the spirituality of the 
upcoming Millennial year, 
the top Roman Catholic cler- 
ic in the region said Tuesday 
in his annual Easter message. 

But Latin Patriarch Michel 
Sabbah aLso said the Easter 
season was a time for the 
"quest of peace among fears, 
hesitations and various forms 
of oppression or injustices.” 
Sabbah. who is Palestinian, 
said the troubled political 
atmosphere might prevent 
Pope John Paul II from visit- 
ing the region in the year 
201X1. 

‘The Pope does not want to 
be a new element of tension," 
Sabbah said. "He wants to be 
an element of reconciliation.” 
Israel has been pushing for a 


papal trip to boost Millenni- 
um celebrations, and the pon- 
tiff has expressed a keen 
desire to visit 
But his presence would be 
extremely sensitive, especial- 
ly in light of Jerusalem’s 
troubled status. Both Israel 
and the Palestinians claim the 
city as their capitaL 
Last week, Israel’s Tourism 
Minis ter Moshe Kaisav 
caused a stir by announcing 
that the Pope would visit, but 
Vatican officials quickly 
countered that no trip had 
been set Sabbah. a frequent 
critic of Israeli policies 
toward the Palestinians, 
referred to Israel's May 17 
balloting, which is seen as a 
referendum on Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
hard-line stance on the peace 
process. 


"Cm the coming elections 
give leaders strong enough, 
wise enough, open enough to 
guarantee security to the 
Israelis and complete free- 
dom to the Palestinians?" 
Sabbah asked. 

Echoing the position taken 
by the Vatican, Sabbah 
expressed hopes for a peace- 
ful resolution of the conflict 
in Yugoslavia, where NATO 
has teen staging air attacks 
against Serb targets in an 
effort to protect ethnic Alba- 
nians in the breakaway 
province of Kosovo. 

T do not approve of any 
war or any bombing, neither 
in Kosovo nor in Iraq, nor in 
any part of the world. War is 
war, that means killing," Sab- 
bah said, "to put an end to 
war we need negotiations, 
peace (ancD patience." 


Ethiopia says Eritrea 
lost 3,400 troops 


ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — 
The Ethiopian government on 
Tuesday said that more than 
3.400 Eritrean soldiers were 
killed, wounded or captured on 
the western Mereb river front 
of their border war on Monday. 

The regime in Asmara had 
deployed" five Eritrean 
brigades and incurred those 
losses, while "Ethiopian 
defence forces destroyed one 
ZU-23 anti-aircraft "weapon 
and eight tanks and captured 
one." according to a statement 
from the government spokes- 
woman s office. 

“The Eritrean military is 
seeking to retake Badme with 
the objective of restoring the 
wounded pride of President 
ksaias [Afeworki]." the state- 
ment added. 

The town of Badme on die 
disputed bonder was seized by 
Eritrean troops when armed 
clashes broke out in May last 
year, but taken back when 
heavy fighting flared up in 


February after a seven-month 
lulL 

When Badme fefl. President 
Afewodd informed the U.N. 
Security Council at the end of 
February that Eritrea was 
ready to accept a peace plan 
drawn up by the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU). 

However, fighting has since 
continued, together with a pro- 
paganda war between Ethiopia 
and its former province along 
the Red Sea, which became 
fully independent in Mav 
1993. 

The head of operations and 
information in Ethiopia's 
defence minisny. Brigadier- 
General AbuduDa Gemeda. 
said "the Ethiopian army has 
beleaguered and weakened 
enemy garrisons on the Zala 
Anbesa-Egala [central] front" 
according to Tuesday's 
Ethiopian HerakL • 

Gemeda also stated that “the 
Ethiopian army has successful- 
ly prevented the movement of 


enemy forces from one war 
front to another," the govern- 
ment dafly added. 

The comments were among 
the first from a top Ethiopian 
military leader since the con- 
flict resumed in earnest on Feb. 
6, apart from television broad- 
casts by Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi and rare and brief 
appearances by Brigadier- 
General Samoura Yenous. who 
was involved in the recapture 
of Badme ar the end of last 
monih. 

On Monday. Addis Ababa 
said its troops had driven back 
two Eritrean offensives on the 
western front and reported 
heavy artillery shelling by 
Asmara's gunners on the cen- 
tral front 

Eritrea denied launching 
attacks on either front and said 
in a statement received in 
Nairobi that Ethiopia was 
making unfounded charges 
before mounting assaults of its 
own. 


‘Islamists killed U.S. worker’ 


NAIROBI (AFP) — A top 
official of a Somali aid 
organisation on Tuesday 
accused the armed Islamist 
group Al Ittihad Al-Islam of 
killing U.S. relief worker 
Deena Marie Umbarser on 
March 20. 

The assassination was 
carried out by Al Ittihad 
gunman Ahmed 

Kabaweyne. said Ahmed 
Hussein, the programme 
manager of the Somali 
Community Service (SCS). 
a non-governmental organi- 
sation based in Kenya. 

Hussein was in Umbarg- 
er’s company when she was 
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shot dead in the Kiamboni 
area of southern Somalia. 

“He [Kabaweyne) entered 
the restaurant where people 
seated on a big mat to eat 
and discuss work plans and 
opened fire on Umbarger at 
point-blank range, after 
which terrified elders 
jumped to their feet to catch 
the attacker,” Hussein told 
AFP. 

But three other gunmen, 
including one known as 
Abdulmalik , came to 
Kabaweyne’s rescue, firing 
in the air to scare away peo- 
ple outraged by the shoot- 
ing. 


Umbarger worked for the 
United Methodist Commit- 
tee United on Relief 
(UMCOR). 

She was pronounced dead 
on arrival at Kiunga Health 
Centre in Kenya’s Indian 
Ocean coast, where her 
Somali colleagues drove 
her after the attack. 

“The chaos which fol- 
lowed the shooting gave us 
the opportunity to take the 
wounded lady to hospital,” 
said Hussein. 

“Deena was crying as we 
approached Kenya, but she 
later fell silent,” he added. 


SPLA 
claim 83 
soldiers 
killed 


CAIRO (AP) — Sudanese 
rebels claimed Tuesday they 
have advanced coward a 
major ofl field in southern 
Sudan after killing S3 govern- 
ment soldiers and wounding 
200 others. 

The Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Array fighters are eight 
kilometres from the Adar-Yiel 
site, the second largest oil 
drilling site in Sudan, SPLA 
spokesman Yasser Arman told 
the Associated Press. 

Sudanese government or 
military officials w'ere not 
immediately available for 
comment. 

Arman, reached by tele- 
phone in his office in Asmara, 
Eritrea, said the SPLA is urg- 
ing a Chinese and a Malaysian 
company working in the area 
to evacuate the sites because 
fighting could spread. 

“Foreign companies should 
evacuate the area until a 
democratic government takes 
power and exploits the 
resources of our country for 
the interest of the Sudanese 
people,” Arman said in a sep- 
arate statement faxed to the 
AP in Cairo. 

The SPLA has been fighting 
the Arab, Muslim government 
forces for the last 15 years for 
more autonomy for the pre- 
dominantly Christian and ani- 
mist south. About 1.9 million 
people have died in the war 
and related famines caused by 
food and medical supplies 
being held up by the fighting. 

Arman said SPLA forces 
repulsed a government attack 
on Biday and Saturday near 
the city of Ulu to advance 
toward the dll field. Tbe guer- 
rillas also lifted a government 
siege at Ulu. be said. 

Ulu. 500 kflomeires south- 
■ east of the Sudanese capitaL 
Khartoum, is a major gateway 
to foe ofl field, he said. 

Arman claimed 22 army 
battalions look part in the 
fighting that left S3 soldiers 
dead and 200 others wounded. 
Arman also claimed that the 
SPLA destroyed two Russian- 
made T-55 tanks and captured 
two others. He gave no figures 
for SPLA casualties. 

Sudan, tbe largest country in 
Africa and one of foe poorest, 
currently produces between 
18,000 barrels and 20,000 
barrels of ofl a day. It imports 
up to 40,000 barrels a day to 
meet domestic needs, or $400 
million worth every year. 

The American ofl company, 
Chevron, worked in tire coun- 
try until foe early 1990s when 
it abandoned its concessions 
because of the insurgency in 
southern Sudan. 



Arab Israelis pray on their land before a manifestation Tuesday, on Land Day in Mu awiya (100 km. north of Tel , 
Aviv) against land confiscation by the Israeli army of this land located next to the Sakhntn village. Land Da> is ; 
observedannually in memory of Arabs that were killed by Israeli police in the Sakhnin village over a land dispute ( 
in 1976 (AFP photo) . j 


‘General convicted of 
sexual harassment 
can get higher post’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — -An 
army general whose pro- 
motion was blocked by 
Israel's supreme court 
because of sexual miscon- 
duct. can be moved to a 
higher post despite the rul- 
ing, foe court said in its 
decision published Mon- 
day. 

On Thursday, the court 
issued a one-sentence rul- 
ing, which said that Brig. 
Gen. Nir Galili could not be 
promoted to the rank of 
major general because of 
an improper sexual rela- 
tionship he had with a sub- 
ordinate. 

The landmark case was 
hailed by women and legal 
experts iH foe struggle to 
prevent sexual exploitation 
of female soldiers, who in 
Israel are conscripted at foe 
age of IS for 21 months of 
service. 

However, in its detailed 
ruling issued Monday, the 
court added that it would 
not prohibit Galili ’s 
appointment to a higher 
post. 

The case was brought by 
a 23-year-old female ex- 
soldier who said Galili 
raped her when she served 
as his secretary four years 
ago. The general denied the 
charge and said foe woman 
consented to sex. 

In 1996, an army discipli- 
nary tribunal found Galili 
guilty of a serious sexual 
offence, though not of rape. 
It said he had exploited his 
position, and barred him 
from being promoted, for 
two years. 


Earlier this year, the 
armed forces chief-of-staff, 
ft. Gen. Shall Mofaz. decid- 
ed to promote Galili to 
major general and appoint 
him commander of an army 
corps. prompting the 
woman to appeal to the 
supreme court. 

In her decision published 
Thursday, judge Tova 
Strasberg-Cohen wrote that 
“there is an inherent yawn- 
ing inequality" in a rela- 
tionship between an IS- 
year-old woman soldier and 
a senior officer who is her 
commander. 

Such inequality “is likely 
to be fertile ground for 
abuse of power -and author- 
ity.” However, she added 
that the court would not 
interfere with foe army’s 
decision to promote Galili 
in function. 

“Rank symbolises status, 
and promotion in rank is a 
mark of commendation. 
The respondent does not 
deserve this.” Strasbeig- 
Cohen wrote. 

“This is not foe case in 
foe matter of promotion in 
function, which marks 
increase in the comman- 
der’s responsibility and 
greater exploitation of his 
talents and professional- 
ism," she wrote. 

There was no immediate 
response from foe army 
spokesman's office on 
whether Mofaz intends to 
go through with the 
appointment of Galili as 
corps commander. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Libya questions continued Lockerbie reward | ^ 

UNITED NATIONS fR) — Libya wants the Securi- ! 
tv Council to ask why the United States is still offer- j 
i ing a reward for the apprehension of two men want- j 
i ed*" in the bombing of an airliner over Lockerbie. • 

! Scotland, when arrangements for their handover j 
| have already been made. In a letter to Council Pres- ! 

! idem Qin Huasun of China. Libyan U.N. representa- j 
| tive Abuzed Dorda said the Voice of America broad- ; 

! cast a U.S. government announcement last week ! 
j offering a S2 million rew ard for information leading ; 

| to the arrest of the two men accused of bombing Pan J 
| Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie in December 19SS in ! 

! which 270 people were killed. Dorda asked why the : 
j announcement was broadcast "after the relevant j 
j agreements w ere reached through the secretary -gen- ; 

: eral of the United Nations” and with the mediation ; 
i of South Africa and Saudi Arabia. 

j Tunisian FM in Algiers to revive union j 

ALGIERS iR) Tunisian Foreign Minister Said j ^ 
Ben Mustapha said on Tuesday he discussed with : 
Algerian leaders ways of reviving the long-dormant ! 
Five-nation Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), state-run ! 
Algerian Television said.' Mustapha said he deliv- j 
ered a letter to Algerian President Liamine Zeroual j 
from Tunisian President Zine Al Abidine Ben Alt J 
who visited Morocco two weeks ago with the aim of * 
eliminating obstacles hampering the I O-year-old i 
AMU. “The letter deals with...efforts to find ways to \ 
reactivate the AMU's mechanisms and bodies. This j 
is a collective objective that all AMU leaders are ! 
keen to achieve.” he told the television after meeting 
Zeroual. 

Turkish Cypriots make pilgrimage in south 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Over 1.000 Turkish Cypriot pil- 
grims crossed into the government-controlled south- 
ern part of Cyprus on Monday to visit the island’s . 
holiest Muslim shrine. The 1.227 pilgrims, most of # 
them women and children, travelled m a convoy of 
buses to the Hala Sultan Tekke Mosque near" the 
coastal town of Lamaca. and are to return to the 
north later in the day. the official CNA agency 
reported. The visit was timed to coincide with ’Eid 
Al Adha. A limited number of residents of the self- 
declared Turkish Republic of Northern Cvprus 
(TRNC) are allowed to visit the site each year, which 
houses the tomb of an aunt, or accordins to some, a 
disciple of the Prophet Mohammad who died here in 
649 AD. 
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j CHURCHES 

l 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

4632785 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

.Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/46248(1. 

St. Afirero Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1 751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 


ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TfeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TO. 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to 
drop significantly and winds 
westerly moderate. Skies will 
be cloudy with rainfall expect- 
ed in the northern parts of the 
Kingdom. In Aqaba, the 
weather will be moderate, 
winds southerly, and seas 
choppy. 


Amman 

Aqaba ... 

Deserts.. 


Jordan Valley 16/29 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 21, Aqaba 25. 
Humidity readings: Ammon 
25 per cent, Aqaba 24 per 
cent. 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloun 10/24 

Jerash .........15/25 

llm Qays 13/25 

Madaba 14/26 

Petra 15/28 

Dead Sea 12/31 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. SaidTawfiq ....4788285 

Dr. Wisam Hzayyin... ...4748563 

Dr. Omar Yassin— 5336221 

Dr, Khalid Abdo ........4657129 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy ......5661912 

Al Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ..5537004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghari Ta’amneh (02)250080 
Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Saf!iarinL.( 05)987565 
Palestine Pharmacy. .(05)983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637111 

Qvil Defence Deportment 5661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue __ -.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... ] 99 
Rescue Mice 192.4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police...- -5343402 

Traffic olice - —4896390 

Public Security Dept.. ..4630321 

Hotel Complaints- 5605800 

Price Complaints .5661176 

\^&Sewaa^Careiaias 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

Abdali TeL Repaiis .5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 ] 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

V&ter Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia ImL Airport ...44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 


cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre-5S56856 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity. . . .4642362 
MaDias, J. Amman. — 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital .5607550 

University Hospital . — 25353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227# 

Ai-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubqjreen 4777101/3 

ALBashir 4775111/26 

Army, Marita 4891611/15 

Queen Alia HospitaL 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre -5353000 
Jerusalem Hospital 4387181 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 

Govl Hospital 

(05WR3373 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 

... .(05)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (05)98673 1 
Al Htkma Modem Hospital 
(05)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
_ ... _(02)275555 

Roman 

Catholic Hospital 
.. (02)272275 


Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372,(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 
(02)7102831,(02)7102011 


Speciality Hospital <02)7103 100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)20141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by- 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights cun be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

05=30 Jeddah (RJt 

06:00 Damascus (RJ) 

06:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ 1 

07:00 Jeddah fadd) (RJ) 

00:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:45 Lamaca (RJ) 

08:55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
1=«:O0 New York Amsterdam (RJ) 

^6:30 London tRJ ) 

1S: 00 Rome (RJ) 

18:05 ....Brussels, Berlin (RJ) 
18:10 Frankfort. Vienna (RJ) 
18:20 -Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 


18:30 Tel Aviv tRJ ) 

18:50 Paris. Istanbul (RJ) 

32:55 Beirut (RJ) 

23:55 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:20 Kuwait f MJ 1 

13:10 Tunis (TU) 

!3:20 Bahrain (GF) 

^'•30 Milan (A2 1 

15:05 Vienna 1 OS) 

15: 3° Algiers! AH \ 

16:45 Paris ( l Y) 

18:05 Karachi. Abu Dhabi l PK ) 

1 ® : ‘*0 Beirut < ME) 

20:30 Frankfurt 1 LH) 

00:55 London. Damascus (BAi 

01: 25 Athens 1 OA 1 

02:00 Rome i AZi 

Royal Wings <RW) Flights 
08:50 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
<RW) 

16:00.. Aqaba (arriving at Mattel 
■Airport.) (RW) 

17 JO Gaza (arriving ji Oa r a , 
|RW) w 

18:45 Tel Aviv (ani vine ai 
QAIAHRW) 


DEPARTURES 

Lamaca 1 RJ 1 

U7;sq . Amsterdam. Ne« York 1 R 1 , 

K-e iw, 

1-00 Istanbul (Rjj 


London (RJ) 

Tel Aviv ( RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

| Beirut (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ 1 

.Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 
...Calcutta. Bangkok 1 RJ 1 

1 New Delhi (RJ) 

Bombay (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha 1 RJ 1 

Dubai. Muscat r RJ ) 

Ri>adh. Jeddah 1 add 1 (RJ) 

1 Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) ; 


Other 
06 JO 
06:50 
07:25 
10:30 
12:00 
13:20 
14:10 
14:10 
15:50 
15:50 
17:45 
19:30 
20:00 
02:45 
03:00 


Flights 

Lamaca (CY) 

Damascus. London »BA) 

Paris (AFl 

Cairo 1 MS) 

...Medina. Jeddah (SV) 

Kuwait (KIM 

Bahrain iGF) 

Tunis (TU) 

Vienna (OS) 

Milan (AZi 

Sanaa ( IY) 

Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

Beirut (ME) 

Athens (OAl 

Milan (AZ.) , 


Royal Wings (RW) Fifcfos 

08:30 .Aqaba (from Marita Air- 
port mRW> 

I3c30 Gaza (from Marka .Air- 
pom (RW) 

*6^0 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air- 
port KRW) 

**0 ••■Aqaba (from QAL\) (RW) 



k 







Jordanians catch fitness fever 
as gyms open their doors 
to young and old alike 


By Saha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — A physical 
fitness craze is sweeping 
Jordan, with the young 
and the old rushing to 
gyms to improve their 
physiques by shedding 
their extra pounds and to 
enjoy a better life by exer- 
cising cardiovascular 
muscles. Over 50 clubs 
and gyms are catering for 
many of Jordan’s 4.6 mil- 
lion people, offering a 
maze of services ranging 
from weight lifting 
machines and swimming 
pools to fitness centres 
offering the latest in aero- 
bic exercise and dancing 
lessons. 

In Amman alone, there 
are 41 such centres which 
sprung up in the 1990s, 
but gym goers and 
instructors say only a 
handful of them offer the 
latest state-of-the-art 
machines and exercises. 

Dina Zakaria, 31, direc- 
tor of Flex Fitness Centre, 
a nearly JD400.00 facility 
which opened a month 
ago, said people in gener- 
al love sports. 

“Men and women from 
twenty to thirty years of 
age, and even fifty years 
come to exercise in the 
centre,” she told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. 

High profile fitness cen- 
tres which provide ser- 
vices on a 1, 3, 6 and 12 
months membership basis 
are largely targeting mid- 
dle to high income cus- 
tomers. 

They market aerobic 
and health service facili- 


ties primarily for weight 
reduction, .physical fit- 
ness, life improvement 
and extension. 

Lai la Qupti. 25, a 
machine instructor at Flex 
said the majority of peo- 
ple who work out at the 
facility want to bum fat. 

“They follow a 45- 
minute three times a week 
fat burning programme 
for two months at least, 
"she explained. 

Others, Qupti added, 
want to boost their cardio- 
vascular system, and a 
lucky few wish to put on 
extra pounds. 

“Those seeking to 
improve their cardiovas- 
cular system must exer- 
cise 20 minutes at least on 
the cardiovascular 

machines three times a 
week," she stressed. 

These machines include 
bicycles, treadmills, step- 
per and a hiker. 

“For those seeking to 
bum fat. which constitute 
the vast majority, the 
intensity of the exercise of 
must not be high,” she 
said. 

To control the level of 
intensity, the heart rate is 
used as a guide. 

“The intensity must be 
between 65 per cent and 
75 per cent [of the maxi- 
mum capacity],” Qupti 
added. 

She stressed that the 
first 15 minutes of work- 
out carbohydrate bums 
and then fat burning takes 
effect. 

“Fat starts to bum from 
the less fatty parts of the 
body and then from the 


fat-concentrated areas. 

“If people bum more 
carbohydrates, they will 
feel hungrier, that’s why 
people who wish to put on 
more weight are asked to 
put effort for a short 
time,” she added. 

In general, Qupti said 
that people workout 
because they want to 
improve themselves, . to 
feel good, and to look 
good. 

“People who exercise 
want to change their 
lifestyle as it brings them 
more happiness,” she 
added 

NidaJ Kattan, supervisor 
at the Plaza fitness centre 
in Sweifieh, said some 
members complain from 
joint-related problems. 

“They follow flexibility 
exercises,” he said 

Kattan pointed out that 
teenagers, middle aged 
men and women and 
seniors workout at the 
centre. 

“As for some teenagers, 
working out is following 
suit with Western 
lifestyles,” he added. 

Working out at the cen- 
tre, Kattan added has 
encouraged social gather- 
ings as well. 

“You know it is hard to 
lose weight after having 
four children,” said Lama, 
a mother of four who has 
been walking on the 
treadmill for 25 minutes. 

Lama. 40, a housewife, 
added that she works out 
because she meets her 
friends at the centre, espe- 
cially when she is free in 
the morning. 


Kazera Abu Ghazaleh, 
31. general manager of 
Fitness One. a JD350.000 
facility, said despite eco- 
nomic recession, health 
clubs have become an 
outlet for most Jordani- 
ans. 

"When people face 
problems, working out 
relieves their stress,” Abu 
Ghazaleh said. 

He added that most peo- 
ple are. aware of the 
importance of leading a 
healthy life. “Members 
who exercise at the centre 
want to boost their stami- 
na.” he added 

“Most of the customers 
are high school and uni- 
versity students from 18 
to 25 years old. As far as 
ladies are concerned, 
most are middle aged 
women who prefer to 
exercise in the morning,” 
Kazem added. 

However, in the early 
morning senior men who 
complain of high blood 
pressure and high levels 
of cholesterol workout at 
the facility. 

“Exercise will take care 
of their problems,” he 
stressed. 

Kazem added that there 
are others who complain 
from back and knee prob- 
lems. 

“Such people are rec- 
ommended to follow a 
diet and to exercise on the 
cardiovascular machines 
at low levels to strengthen 
their knee caps and fight 
lower back problems.” 


Better fitness made simple 


This is & basic physical activity plan for someone-. who 
has never been a'ctive, but wants to lose weight by being 
physically active, reduce his or- her likelihood of getting 
heart disease; or just wants to feel and look better. 

To be better fit. just follow these simple steps: 

IF YOU have any history of heart disease, high blood 
pressure or other health problems that you might worry 
about, please see a physician before you begin any fitness 
programme. That alone could save your life. Especially if 
it’s been a long time since you’ve seen a physician. Even 
if you never plan on seeing one again (which we hope not 
to' be the case), please consult one before starting any 
physical activity if you have parents who have had seri- 
ous health problems. 

This is critical: decide you want to be physically active 
and mean it. We think that motivation is 90 per cent of the 
way to success in starting with and sticking to a pro- 
gramme of being physically active. 

Any physical activity helps one be fit and that you can 
get it in segments throughout the day!! 

This is very good news. It means that if you decide to 
walk, but can walk for only five minutes each time tfo get 
your 15 minutes in per day), that’s perfectly OK! It also 
means that gardening, doing the laundry, carrying kids up 

and down the stairs, etc it all counts! The important 

message is to get up and move as much as you can. 

The best overall physical activity, the cheapest, and the 
most convenient, is to walk. You don’t have to have spe- 
cial shoes, although you may find it more comfortable to 
have a pair of r unnin g shoes. You can do it any time night 
or day in most places... just make sure you wear reflec- 
tive clothing at night. It costs nothing (unless you buy a 
pair of shoes). You can easily do it with relatives or 
friends. It’s easy to do: everyone knows how to walk! 
And you can do it all year! 

How much should you walk? The minimal programme 
should be 15 minutes per day. This is true if you have not 
been involved in any physical activity ai all. If you have 
done some walking, then it is best to walk at least 30 


minutes per day, and if you can do more, that’s even bet- 
ter. Basically, the more you do, the better physical condi- 
tion you'll be in/ But to do any walking. is ^ mueh bet-,, 
ter than not doing any. Even if someone smokes (we 
know you don’t), and if they are physirallyactive orr a 
regular basis, they can reduce their risk: of heart disease. 

And remember: if the only way yoii can get in ; 30 min- 
utes per day is in 10 minute segments, then do it that 
way! " ‘ ‘ 

Keep a log of your walking time and/or distance. Be 
sure to include your other physical activity time if you 
have it: gardening, laundry, climbing stairs, etc. This is a 
good way to congratulate yourself for the time you're 
putting in to be physically active. You can' celebrate once 
a week, once a month, or quarter. Whenever- you want to 
total up the time or distance, go ahead, then say “that’s a 
boy” or “that’s a gM !** You should feel accomplished! Do 
something special! 

If you can, walk with a friend or neighbour or relative. 
Just walk. Many people do better if they engage in phys- 
ical activity with someone else: That’s good. Whim you 
celebrate, do so with your friend(s) also. On the ocher 
hand, don’t be afraid to walk alone sometime. It’s a great 
way to enjoy the quietness of your area. and to notice the 
birds and the bees, etc. : _ - 

That’s it . , . 

That’s - the very basics of a physical activity pro- 
gramme. If you want to do more, then you 'Should con- 
sider proper stretching and strength training, but if you're 
not doing anything right now, we don’t want ro discour- 
age you one bit. Just do 1-7 above, and when you're 
ready, go to the next, phase which will include stretching, 
and the final phase' Which will, or at least should include 
strength training. We’ll have more on the last 2 phases on 
another page on our web site when that’s finished. 

Now it : s up to you: go for it and beajine physicaUy 
active! Good luck! 

— Michigan FithessFoundation 


What’s Going On News in brief 


FILMS 

. German film “Jenseits der Stille” ar Goethe-Insti- 
tuu Jabal Amman at 7:30 p.m. 

PLAY 

1 • Comedy entitled "A Friend in Need is a Friend 
Indeed- at AI Thurayah Hall. Village of Tayibat (Tel. 
4380631 . 4655585), (daily at 9:00 a.m.). 


EXHIBITIONS 


. -Amman... A Meeting Point" by Swedish artists 
Ann Edholm and Hakan Rhenberg at Danit AI Fnnun, 
iabal Weibdeh. Also displaying worics by contemporary 

Arab artists, until April 22. 

. Works on paper by Russian ardst Yun Pestov enn- 

tled "AI Ferdouse. the Rose Garden" at the Jordanian 
Plastic Artists Association* Jabal. .Weibdeh, um.1 March 
3 1 . (Tel. 4623297). 


Church to restrict Easter events 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Orthodox Church on Tuesday 
said it will restrict its Easter celebrations to religious rites 
as an expression of their love to the late His Majesty King 
Hussein. In a statement issued by the office of the Ortho- 
dox Church, the church said since this is the first Easter 
after the passing of the late King prayers will be held at 
churches in his memory. 

CDD records 106 accidents 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) personnel dealt with 106 accidents, resulting in 
three deaths and 106 injuries, CDD sources said Monday. 

Rafua visits Ai Hussein Society 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social and Administra- 
tive Development Faisal Rafua Tuesday visited AI Hus- 
sein Society for the Welfare of the Child where he inspect- 
ed conditions of children there and congratulated them on 
*Eid AI Adha. 

health and recreational fields. 


Canada announces aid 
to beleaguered UNRWA 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Canadian Embassy is 
pleased to announce the 
disbursement by the 
Canadian International 
Development Agency 
(CIDA) of CAD5 million 
to UNRWA. This dis- 
bursement will take 
place before the end of 
the Canadian fiscal year 
(31 March 1999). 

This is the first part of a 
CAD 10 million special 
contribution to UNRWA 
recently announced by 
Canadian Minister for 
International Develop- 
ment Diane Marleau. 

A further CAD5 mil- 
lion will be disbursed to 
UNRWA early in the 
next fiscal year (Spring 
1999). This is in addition 
to Canada's annual core 
contribution of CAD9 
million, and means that 
in 1999-2000 Canada’s 
core contribution to 
UNRWA will increase by 
40 per cent, from CAD9 
to CADI 4 million. 

Canada’s contributions 
are intended to strength- 
en UNRWA’s capability 
to deliver its mandate of 
providing educational, 
health and social welfare 
services to Palestinian 
refugee camps in Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria, the West 
Bank and Gaza. 





Palestinian refugees in Baqaa Camp near Amman (UNRWA photo) 


IPC records JD96.2 million in investments in first quarter, 
approves 52 new investment projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Investment Promotion 
Corporation (IPC) has 
approved 52 investment 
projects worth JD96.2 
million during the first 
quarter of tins year, com- 
pared with 37 projects 
worth JD40.6 million dur- 
ing the same period in 
1998,. sources said Tues- 
day. The sources said the 
industrial sector account- 
ed -for JD68.9 million. 


thus claiming the lion's 
share of investment, fol- 
lowed by the hotel sector 
which accounted for 
JD11.S million, and the 
agricultural sector with 
JD10.5 million, followed 
by the hospital sector with 
JD5 million. 

The sources said the vol- 
ume of foreign investment 
in these projects amounted 
to JD34.I million or 35 
per cent' ’of the total vol- 


ume of investments. 
American and Canadian 
investments ranked first 
with a volume of JD11.5 
million or 34 per cent of 
all foreign investments, 
followed by European 
investments with JD8.8 
million or 36 per cent of 
foreign investment Arab 
investments accounted for 
JD2.4 million or seven per 
cent of the total foreign 
investment. • ’ 


On Tuesday the Invest- 
ment Promotion Corpora- 
tion okayed several new 
investment projects, as 
qualifying for benefiting 
from die Investment 
Encouragement Law. The 
new projects cover the 
industrial, agricultural, 
hotel, hospital, maritime 
transport, railroad, confer- 
ence facilities, exhibitions 
and recreational sectors. 



Fly Emirates 
to the city of bargains. 

It’s that time of the year again. The Dubai Shopping Festival begins on 1 8th March 
with even better bargains and more fun activities. Everything from hi-fi to haute couture is available at incredible prices. 
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China hits out at U.S. 
over rights censure 


BEIJING (R) — Beijing 
demanded on Tuesday that 
Washington correct its “erro- 
neous” decision to sponsor a 
UN. resolution critical of 
China’s human rights record. 

“We are resolutely opposed 
to the U.S. government's 
decision to raise an anti-China 
resolution at ibe U.N. Human 
Rights Commission meet- 
ing," foreign ministry 
spokesman Sun Yuxi told 
reporters. 

The six-week annual meet- 
ing opened in Geneva last 
week. 

“We demand the United 
States immediately rectify its , 
erroneous decision and aban-^ 
don its practice of interfering , 
in China’s internal affairs,” he,, 
added 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said 
last week the decision to seek 
censure of China in Geneva 
was in response to the crack- 
down on Chinese pro-democ- 
racy activists that started late 
last year. 

Three founding members of 
the banned China Democracy 
Party were sentenced late last 
year to jail terms ranging from 
1 1 to 13 years for subversion. 


The People’s Daily, organ 
of the Communist Pony, lam- 
basted the U.S. move as 
biased, short-sighted and 
doomed to Mure. 

“It is like drinking poison to 
quench one’s thitsL” it said, 
quoting a Chinese saying that 
means seeking temporary 
relief regardless of conse- 
quence. 

“It can be foreseen that the 
anti-china resolution, like 
seven previous ones, will be 
met with shameful failure.” 
the People’s Daily said in a 
commentary. 

Previous attempts to con- 
demn China in Geneva have 
failed due in part to fears by 
other countries of economic 
retaliation from Beijing. 

Sun defended China’s 
human rights record, saying it 
had improved constantly in 
recent years and that Beijing 
was committed to promoting 
human rights. 

The UJS. move “went 
against the historic tide of 
opposing confrontation” and 
seeking cooperation, he said. 

Differences over human 
rights should be resolved in 
talks. Sun said. 

The U.S. decision to seek 


censure of China in Geneva 
was expected to further strain 
Sino-U.S. relations already 
dogged by a host of disputes 
including alleged theft of U.S. 
nuclear technology. 

Last year. Washington 
dropped its earlier practice of 
supporting a resolution at the 
Geneva meeting in the belief 
that Beijing’s record on 
human rights had improved. 

But relations between die 
two countries have cooled, 
partly because of the crack- 
down on the China 
Democracy Party. 

Rubin cited a long list of 
U.S. complaints against 
China, including tightened 
regulations on the press, 
restrictions on religious prac- 
tices and intensified controls 
over Tibet. 

But the United Stales still 
believed in keeping in close 
contact with the Chinese lead- 
ership. Rubin added. 

The people’s daily said 
Rubin s “disregard for reality 
was shocking”. 

It said Washington was not 
“qualified” to lecture others 
on human rights because of 
rights violations in the United 
States. 1 


Manila dares Beijing to 
take Spratlys row to court 


MANILA (R) — The 
Philippines on Tuesday 
challenged China to bring to 
a world maritime tribunal 
their dispute over a tiny reef 
in the potentially oil-rich 
Spratly islands in the South 
Oiina Sea. 

If it is convinced it has 
title over Mischief reef, 
“China should have no 
objection in bringing the 
case to the International 
Tribunal (on the Law of the 
Sea) for final resolution,” 
presidential press secretary 
Rodolfo Reyes said in a 
statement. 

“If China’s assertion is 
correct, them the tribunal 
should have no problem in 
confirming its title and con- 


sequently remove all doubts 
about its ownership over 
Mischief reef.” he added. 

The Hamburg-based tri- 
bunal is a forum for settling 
maritime disputes. 

Mischief reef is part of a 
cluster of almost 200 isles, 
reefs and rocky outcrops — 
the Spratlys — which are 
claimed wholly or in part by 
China, Taiwan, Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Malaysia 
and Brunei. 

Besides straddling strate- 
gic sea-lanes, the isles are 
believed to sit atop oil and" 
gas reserves. 

In Beijing. Chinese for- 
eign ministry spokesman 
Sun Yuxi said the two coun- 
tries had agreed to exercise 


restraint “and not make 
moves that could lead to the 
situation magnifying." Sun 
said China had “indis- 
putable sovereignty” over 
the Spratlys. 

The Philippines has 
accused China of building 
structures with possible 
military uses on the reef 
which Manila says is well 
within its exclusive eco- 
nomic zone, being only 135 
nautical miles from its west- 
ern shore. 

China says the structures 
are shelters for fishenmen. 

Reyes said Manila would 
consider raising the dispute 
to the maritime tribunal “if 
all efforts for a peaceful res- 
olution fail ” 



Peter Qumaq sands a soapstone carving in a backet of water at a school for 
carvers in fcjaluit, No^ W^t Te rritories, Canada. The carv in g s ar e sol d in th e 

and their future (AFP photo) 



i Malaysia’s ousted Deputy Premier Anwar Ibrahim waves to photographers as he 
: arrives at the federal courts in Kuala Lumpur March 30. 1999. The verdict in 
! Anwar's trial is expected next week (AFP photo) 

Anwar lawyers accuse 
prosecutors, witnesses of bias 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Lawyers for ousted 
Malaysian deputy premier 
Anwar Ibrahim on Tuesday 
accused prosecutors and 
witnesses in his corruption 
trial of being prejudiced 
and called for his acquittal. 

“In the normal course of 
events, an accused is enti- 
tled to accept that the pros- 
ecution would be fair and 
impartial and not overly 
concerned about convic- 
tion,” defence counsel 
Sulaiman Abdullah said in 
his dosing arguments 
ahead of next week’s ver- 
dict 

“Anwar did not get that 
impartiality and fairness. 
The prosecution and prose- 
cution witnesses all are 
tainted with the same virus. 
All of them are prejudiced 
against the accused ” he 
said. 

Justice Augustine Paul 
said: “1 stick to my notes of 
evidence. They are not 
tainted with any virus.” 

Anwar, who was sacked 
and arrested last September, 
is on trial on four corrup- 
tion charges accusing him 
of using his position to get 
police to cover up sexual 
misconduct allegations. He 
has denied all the charges as 
a political conspiracy. 

Judge Paul, who set April 
6 to deliver his verdict, on 
Saturday threw out a 


defence application for him 
to be replaced, saying the 
only way to challenge his 
rulings was at the higher 
courts. Anwar has accused 
the judge of being biased, 
and said expects to be con- 
victed. 

If found guilty. Anwar 
faces a jail term of up to 14 
years. He also faces trial on 
another charge of corrup- 
tion and five counts of 
sodomy, which carries a jail 
term of up to 20 years and a 
whipping. 

Another defence lawyer. 
Gurbachan Singh, told the 
court Tuesday the defence 
team had cast doubts over 
the prosecution’s case. 

“The prosecution has 
failed to discharge the bur- 
den of proof which is 
incumbent upon it and that 
the defence has cast more 
than reasonable doubts,” he 
said. 

“Prosecution witnesses in 
this case also gave untruth- 
ful evidence. In all good 
conscience and under the 
law as it stands ... Anwar 
Ibrahim must stand acquit- 
ted and discharged.” 

Gurbachan also noted that 
police investigations on 
Anwar only started after he 
was sacked on September 2. 

“It must be and can only 
be because he refused the 
ultimatum to resign or be 
charged. No man who has 


any tinge of guilt will dare 
face the consequence Date' 
Seri Anwar Ibrahim is fac- 
ing now. Only an honest 
and innocent man will take 
the stand,” he said. 

Gurbachan said there was 
no doubt that Anwar did not 
instruct senior officers in 
the police special branch to 
obtain retraction letters 
from rwo persons who 
made allegations of sexual 
misconduct against him. 

“Anwar Ibrahim request- 
ed for full and thorough 
investigations to get to foe 
bottom and to find out foe 
truth.” he said. 

“That cannot be a crime. 
At foe very least, this hon- 
ourable court surely must 
entertain doubts, the benefit 
of which foe law gives to 
foe accused.” 

The prosecution case rests 
largely on a letter written by 
Ununi Hafilda Ali, foe sis- 
ter of Anwar's former pri- 
vate secretary, to Prime 
Minister Mahathir 

Mohamad in August 1997. 

The letter alleged that 
Anwar had an extramarital 
affair and that he 
sodomised his ex-driver 
Azizan Abu Bakar. 

The trial resumes 
Wednesday, with foe 
defence continuing its clos- 
ing arguments before hand- 
ing foe floor to foe prosecu- 
tors. 


Teenage dissident formally 
arrested in east China 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Police in eastern China 
on Tuesday formally 
arrested a teenage dissi- 
dent who wrote an article 
condemning rampant 
official corruption, a 
Hong Kong-based rights 
group said. 

“Police told us today 
that be had been formally 
arrested and would be 
officially charged within 
one month.” dissident 
Wang Yingzheng’s moth- 
er told the Information 
Centre of Human Rights 
and Democratic 

Movement in China. 

Wang was taken away 
by police on Feb. 26 as 
he attempted to copy a 
leaflet he had written that 
slammed the central gov- 
ernment for its inability 


contented with the gov- 
ernment's inability to. 


squash corruption. This is 
largely due to a lack of 
opposition parties in 
China and a lack of press 
freedom," Wang, a native 
of Xuzhou, Jiangsu 
province, reportedly 
wrote in his leaflet 

The information centre 
also reported that former 
politburo member Bao 
Tong, who last week 
penned an open letter to 
President Jiang Zemin 
urging a reassessment of 
the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre, has 
been placed under tight- 
ened police surveillance. 

Bao, who was purged 
from foe party and jailed 
in 1989 after party hard- 
liners found him too 
sympathetic 
demonstrating 


“Guards check the 
identity cards of anyone 
who approaches his 
house and he is followed 
wherever he goes.” 
according to centre 
spokesman Frank Lu. 

Bao, once a senior aide 
to ousted Communist 
Party general secretary 
Zhao Ziyang, penned an 
open letter to China’s 
leaders Thursday, plead- 
ing for a reexamination 
of foe June 4, 1 989, mas- 
sacre when troops 
launched a bloody crack- 
down against a student- 
led pro-democracy move- 
ment. 

Bao was jailed for 
seven years on charges of 


to the 
students. 


police 


eye 
guards 


engaging in “counter- 
revolutionary propagan- 
da and incitement” foi- 

^jijassacre^ 
of two ‘ while Zhao remains 
Stationed under house arrest in the 


outside his Beijing home. capital. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Taipei’s Grand Mosque 
saved from wrecking ball 

TMPEI gS ‘ w “ 

a national landmark, the municipal “"J °" f 

Tuesday. "Preservation of the mosque a «t ot 
Taiwan's respect for minority group, and mmont, .ul 
tuns.” said a statement from the bureau of 
A cement company that owns the site where the mosqu 
was built in 1958 had hoped to level the pUe of « or 
ship to make way for a hous.ng development. No« mat 
the citv government has made the mosque a landmark, 
the clent company canseek compensat.cn fo Us los- 
es. There are about 52,000 Muslims among the. popula 
tion of 21 million in Taiwan, where the majon > tollows 
a combination .of Buddhism and uad.t.onal Ch.nese 
ancestor worship. The mosque, built in an Arable style 
with minarets, a domed prayer hall, arched passageway 
and mosaic tile artwork, sits on a piece ot prime land 
opposite Taipei’s Tab- An forest park, foe capitals 
largest. Expressing satisfaction with the outcome, the 
head of Taiwan's largest Muslim association. Ma HMao- 
Chi. said foe mosque would comply with regulations 
requiring landmarks be made accessible to the public. 
“But we hope the public will respect certain religious 
sensibilities.” said Ma Hsiao-Qi. More than -O.OUU 
Muslims regularly make use of foe Grand Mosque and 
another smaller one in a Taipei suburb. Ma said. Ma saiu 
foe land has been in dispute since foe mosque was build 
41 years ago. 

No voter apathy in Malawi 
despite registration hitch 

BLANTYRE (AFP) — A member of Malawi’s vote 
commission on Tuesday said that anticipated apathy 
towards a general election on May 25 was not evident, 
despite hitches in voter registration. Electoral 
Commissioner Arthur Nanthuru expressed hopes that the 
target to register an estimated 4.5 million voters would 
be achieved, adding that “there are many people in foe 
villages who are interested to register." Registration 
start Si on March 16 with a majority' of the centres still 
without the required forms and others running out of 
them soon after they began. Nanthuru said there was 
more enthusiasm towards foe elections in rural areas, 
where 90 per cent of Malawi’s 10.9 million people live. 
The commission last week blamed the L\X. 
Development Programme (UNDP) for foe delay in 
receiving three million registration forms from British 
suppliers, who were holding on to foe documents 
because foe UNDP had not yet paid for them. He said 
that because of the delay in registering, foe exercise 
could be extended. Constitutional provisions allow reg- 
istration up to 13 days before election day. However. 
Nanthuru said there was no way the elections could be 
pushed to a later date, saying this would violate foe con- 
stitution. The commission has been blamed for incom- 
petence. 

Taiwan facing major quakes, 
experts warn 

TAJ PEI (AFP) — Western Taiwan may be hit by devas- 
tating earthquakes after a relatively calm 30-year cycle. 
Taiwan's Central Weather Bureau has warned in a 
report. The bureau warned that foe quakes could be 
stronger than 7.0 on foe Richter scale, which can cause 
widespread serious damage. “Disasters stemming from 
earthquakes in western Taiwan have dropped remark- 
ably over the past 30 years," said the bureau, which 
based its alert on foe records of foe Seismology Centre. 
But the calm was not a good signal, the bureau said, “on 
foe grounds that energy has been steadily accumulating 
below foe earth’s surface in that area for faral temblors." 
Thirty fatal earthquakes have been recorded on foe 
island, of which 27 were before 1964. The most devas- 
tating one hit Chiayi, in southern Taiwan, in 1941. 
killing 35S people. Last July, a quake measuring 6.2 on 
foe Richter scale struck near Alishan killing five people. 
Taiwan is on the Pacific Rim of Fire earthquake belt but 
most quakes are centred deep below foe surface, ronine 
down their strength. An average of more than 16,000 
quakes have rocked the island each vear over foe past 
five years. 

Seven soldiers and a Tamil rebel 
killed in Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Seven Sri Lankan soldiers and a 
Tamil rebel were killed in foe Trincomallee district in foe 
easu the army said Tuesday. A press release said seven 
soldiers werekilled when foe Liberation Ticers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) rebels blasted their vehicle with a 
Claymore mine a t Ot ryamaia in Trincomalee district on 
Monday. One LTTE rebel was killed by Troops near 
Jaffna m foe north. The LTTE in the meantime has 

*** 11 was 1 hoId,n S a number of soldiers 
captured during lts attacks on a military aarrison m 
MuHarthivu m foe north-east and KHinochchi town in 
foe norfo More than 3.000 soldiers and officers were 
bebeved to . have been killed in the attacks SJS 
garrison fell m 1986 and Kilinochchi. a keV iow“ontte 
highway to Jaffna town was reapBred'lTrtSbfa 

Flood, blasts kill 1 4 Chinese 
coalminers 

twelve davs and 47 were nW ^ erem m, nes in foe la 

coal daily" said on ^ resumc d dead. the Chir 

36 others were™ ST drowned an 

coalmine in the nonheLstem province reTleK.^ 'S, 
evening. Water flooded the entrap M<wia 
mine in 20 minutes, the new 5pa « r ^ fc*™? at ? “ 
a mineshaft commit up after their 0f £f -' 4 P eo P leI 
was drowned and four othe^r ^ ended - one 
other miners all survived rlv ^ 3ler in hos P ial - Th 

wta* beginning ^ei^hm f"?^ 3 

began had not been found and ne when ^ flo ° 
origin of foe flood w a .s not Th 

Jraugh a small coalmine in H e tav S ^f Xpk * ,0n "«* 
Sunday killing five worker ™ f ■ s Wang county o 
newspaper said. It said foe case ^ * 

■md gave no other details h v ,id ? St Mdcr inv «ttgaD° 
coalmine in northwest G-ms. f ^Plosion in a smd 
March 19 killed six ^ v IW,nce s city a 

in f Experts investiS^ foe w<frc ^ 

mine stwo entrances wusa^^ /° U !! d . Ihat 0ne ® 
phone lines were faulty newtn^ and . I, S htil, S and tek 
- IC ne ^paper smd. 
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World News 

Cambodia 
struggles to 

combat AIDS 



Jordan Times, Wednesday, March 31, 1999 

Deadly new pig virus 
confirmed in Singapore 


Suffering from AIDS:, one-year-old Rot Hoeun Kea, sits in a state run orphanage 
where nearly 25 per c ent o f the children are HIV positive in Phnom Penh. Cambodia 
has one of the highest HIV prevalence in the region, with 180,000 people in the coun- 
try already infected and 100 Cambodians becoming infected every day (Reuters 


PHNOM PENH, 

Cambodia tAP) — 
Struggling with the high- 
est rate of HIV infection 
in Asia, Cambodia on 
Tuesday kicked off its 
first-ever national con- 
ference to increase 
awareness of the AIDS 
epidemic and boost gov- 
ernment and foreign sup- 
port for programmes to 
stop its spread. 

The conference opened 
with a tearful call from 
AIDS victim Sam Theara 
for younger generations 
of Cambodians to protect 
themselves from HIV 
and help . in the fight 
against the deadly virus. 

A widowed mother of 
three. Sam Theara con- 
tracted AIDS from her 
husband and passed the 
disease on to her then- 
unborn daughter. After 
displaying symptoms of 
the disease, she was 
ostracised by her family 
and friends. 

“They told me that I 
had sinned, but I think it 
is not a sin. It is because 
I did not know about it. 
If I did, I would have 
avoided the disease,” she 
said, sobbing as she 
spoke to the 700 partici- 
pants in the two-day con- 
ference. 

Since the first case of 
HIV in Cambodia was 
diagnosed in 1991, the 
virus has spread at an 
alarming rate through the 
impoverished nation and 
is now infecting an esti- 
mated 100 Cambodians 
every' day. 

The country’s war-tom 
health-care system has 
had to struggle to combat 
the epidemic, even with 
substantial assistance 
from international 

donors. 

“The situation is seri- 


ous," Dr. Peter Plot, 
executive director of the 
joint United Nations pro- 
gramme on HIV/AIDS 
(TJNAIDS), said at a 
Tuesday press briefing. 
“The impact of the epi- 
demic — if it is not 
slowed down — will be 
enormous." 

pie UNAIDS chief 
said Cambodia's new- 
found peace has given 
the government * and 
donors an opportunity to 
intensify aids awareness 
and prevention programs 
crucial to slowing the 
disease’s spread. 

“Each of us, each sec- 
tor, each ministry, gov- 
ernment and civil society 
has to work together. 
This is the only chance 
we have to stop this terri- 
ble epidemic," Pior said 
in a pledge to increase 
U.N. support for the 
Cambodian anti-AIDS 
campaign. 

Cambodia's thriving 
commercial sex industry 
has been identified as the 
main link in the spread of 
the disease. Almost half 
of the country's 10,000- 

20.000 sex workers are 
believed to be infected 
by HIV. 

A pilot programme 

enforcing condom use in 
brothels has proved suc- 
cessful in Cambodia, but 
Dr. Tia Phalla of 

Cambodia’s HTV/aids 
control centre lamented 
that consistent condom 
use has not been 

achieved, especially in 
the home where promis- 
cuous Cambodian men 
are spreading the disease 
to their wives and fami- 
lies. 

Sam Theara, one such 
victim, is just one of 

150.000 HIV cases in 
Cambodia that will soon 


photo) 

swamp a health-care sys- 
tem that only has 

100,000 beds. 

Now, an anti-AIDS 
activist, Sam Theara has 
dedicated the rest of her 
waning life to making 


sure Cambodians under- 
stand how to protect 
themselves against the 
killer disease. 

I wish to call on the 
new generation of our 
youth to be cautious and 


to be aware of aids,” she 
said. "Be very careful 
because it’s about your 
life. No one who has 
AIDS can live to an old 
age. I have seen too 
many people die young.” 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — U.S. 
experts have confirmed thar a 
new pig-bome virus suspect- 
ed in dozens of deaths in 
Malaysia has also struck 
slaughterhouse workers in 
Singapore, officials said here 
Tuesday. 

The Atlanta-based Centres 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
found that out of 15 blood 
samples from Singapore abat- 
toir workers, 1 1 tested posi- 
tive for a new virus similar to 
the "hendra” encephalitis 
strain, a statement said 

One of the positive samples 
is from the lone Singaporean 
who has died of encephalitis, 
an often fatal inflammation of 
the brain. 

Singapore has banned all 
imports of live pigs to prevent 
the disease from spreading. 
Out of six Singapore abattoir 
workers still hospitalised, five 
were stable while one was in 
serious condition buL improv- 
ing. 

‘ The hendra-like virus is 
suspected to be responsible 
for a majority of the deaths so 


CHAMONIX, France (AFP) 
— Police seeking to trace and 
identify victims of last week's 
Mont Blanc tunnel inferno 
were unable to enter the pas- 
sage- for the second day 
Tuesday due to safety fears. 

At least 40 people died in the 
fire that erupted aboard a truck 
last Wednesday. But efforts to 
check for further corpses in the 
wreckage of molten vehicles in 
the tunnel linking France and 
Italy were suspended Monday 
due to fears that parts of the 
tunnel could collapse due to 
damage caused by bear. 

It took firefighters until last 
weekend to reach the heart of 
the blaze that had engulfed 
some 30 vehicles, due to thick 
smoke and temperatures that 
reached 1^300 degrees Celsius. 

Only seven of the corpses 


far from an encephalitis epi- 
demic in neighbouring 
Malaysia, which have risen to 
71. Malaysia is now carrying 
out a mass culling at pig 
farms. 

“What is important is how 
to stop the spread of the 
virus,” Ngian Tong Tau. 
director of the Primary 
Production Department, told 
a news conference. 

A joint statement issued by 
Singapore’s ministries of 
health and environment and 
the primary production 
department stud the hendra- 
like virus “appears to be sim- 
ilar to that detected in 
Malaysia. 

"The experts in CDC are 
determining the exact narure 
of this new hendra-like 
virus," it said. 

The CDC experts had noted 
that transmission of the virus 
has been confined to persons 
who have had direct contact 
with live infected pigs and 
that there was no evidence to 
show that this virus could be 
transmitted man-to-man. 


have so far been identified and 
police and forensic expens are 
awaiting the completion of 
work to shore up the vaulted 
tunnel before returning to the 
scene of the tragedy. 

State prosecutor Bruno 
Charve has said it will take 
weeks to identify the victims. 

The premiers of France and 
Italy, Lionel Jospin and 
Massimo d’Alema, pledged 
Monday to review safety con- 
ditions in tunnels linking the 
two countries and an inter-gov- 
ernmental meeting is sched- 
uled Wednesday at 
Courmayeur, the resort town 
near the Italian entrance. 

The committee will examine 
the reasons behind the catastro- 
phe and review security in the 
1 1 -5 kilometre tunnel carved 
through the Alps in 1965. 


The statement also gave an 
assurance that the confirma- 
tion of the virus infection in 
the abattoir workers did not 
pose any risk to the public. 

“As the virus is spread from 
infected pigs to humans 
through close contact, the ban 
on import of live pigs effec- 
tively cuts off the source of 
infection." the statement said. 

It also said the virus was 
susceptible to disinfectants 
and soap, and that closing the 
abattoirs for thorough disin- 
fection would have removed 
any hendra-like viruses from 
the abattoirs. 

The hendra-like virus is a 
new strain and similar to the 
Hendra virus which was 
responsible for the deaths of 
some horses and humans in 
Australia in 1994. 

However, Singapore offi- 
cials said genetic analysis of 
the new' hendra-like virus 
showed some significant dif- 
ferences from the hendra 
virus, named after a Brisbane 
suburb where it was first 
identified. 


“We must draw' the lessons 
of this tragic but exceptional 
accident in order to ensure it 
never happens again," Jospin 
said Monday. 

"There must undoubtedly be 
a cutback in the transport of 
goods by truck through the tun- 
nel especially those canying 
dangerous substances," the 
Italian premier added. 

The truck that triggered the 
fire was cartying flour and 
margarine — goods that bum 
slowly and produce thick 
smoke — when it caught fire, 
engulfing other vehicles in an 
inferno of searing heat and 
acrid clouds of smoke. 

The tragedy has unleashed 
demands for better safety and 
for a cut in the number of 
heavy goods lorries using the 
passage. 


Search for Mont Blanc victims 
hindered by safety fears 
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Rwanda holds second day of 
local elections; officials happy 


KIBUYE, Rwanda (AFP) 
— Rwanda’s local authori- 
ty elections went into their 
second day on Tuesday. 
#with officials expressing 
satisfaction at the conduct 
of the first poll since the 
genocide of. 1 994. 

Monday's voter “partici- 
pation was massive in 
administrative districts and 
there were no incidents," 
Radio Rwanda reported. 
“In spite of the rain which 
gnashed the whole country. 
• people turned out in large 
numbers.” 

The official radio, which 
on Tuesday broadcast 
reports from across the 
central African highland 
nation, said that w'hile the 
^bad weather had caused 
^some problems, the overall 
effect was “largely posi- 
tive". 


the elections were suspend- 
ed in some districts but the 
process began again on 
Tuesday for all the cells 
where people had not cast 
their votes.” the radio said. 

Over three days from 
Monday, Rwandans aged 
over 18. as well as foreign 
residents, are choosing 
some 116,000 officials in 
the 154 communes, formed 
of 1.531 administrative 
sectors, which are in turn 
sub-divided into 8,987 
“cells". 

Voting began Monday at 
schools, stadiums and other 
public places with people 
publicly designating candi- 
dates for their cells, the 
lowest local-government 
level. 

A record turnout was 
achieved in the western 
Kibuye, the only district 
with no tarred road to 


Kigali and the most remote 
part of the country of an 
estimated 7.5 million peo- 
ple, an AFP correspondent 
noted. 

Kibuye was also badly 
wracked by the genocide, 
in which Hutu extremists 
massacred up to 800,000 
minority Tutsis and moder- 
ate Hums from April 1994 
until July that year, when 
the Tutsi-led Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF) 
seized power. 

“Of all such events we 
have been able to organise, 
this is the first time we 
have seen such a huge 
attendance,” stated 

Ferdinand Ngabo, the dis- 
trict administrator of 
Kibuye, where AFP went to 
the communes of Muranda. 
Rutsiro and Mabanza. 

“Participation has been 
more than 100 per cent. 


because some people had 
been registered beforehand, 
but others who were not 
came along to vote as 
well,” Ngabo added. 

Local people questioned 
by AFP said they were 
pleased to be able to choose 
their own local officials, 
who had previously been 
appointed, although no 
election campaign has 
taken place and none of the 
candidates represent any 
political parties. 

According to the authori- 
ties in Kigali, the non-parti- 
san procedure, in a country 
where political parties 
exist, is aimed at healing 
wounds after the genocide, 
which left Rwanda's infra- 
structure in ruins and many 
of its civil servants, teach- 
ers, lawyers and others 
dead or departed. 


“In tLhe capital) Kigali. 


Lava from Cameroon mountain 


threatens virgin rainforest 


YAOUNDE, 

Cameroon (AP) — A 
plodding river of Lava 
seared virgin rainfor- 
est in western 
Cameroon on Tuesday 
% and threatened some 
small farms as author- 
ities appealed for calm 
in nearby villages, 
state radio reported. 

Cameroon Interior 
Minister Samson 
Ename Ename said 
the government is pre- 
pared to evacuate 
dozens of towns and 
villages in the shadow 
of the erupting Mount 
Cameroon, al *° 
known as mount Faka 
Or, to some., the chari- 
A ot of the gods. But he 
7 told state-run 

Cameroon radio tele- 


vision that danger in 
populated areas hasn’t 
reached “moments of 
alert." 

The 4,095-metre vol- 
cano, a tourist attrac- 
tion that draws thou- 
sands for an annual 
race up its black, 
rocky slopes, began 
erupting over the 
weekend while fre- 
quent earth tremors 
rattled and damaged 
area houses with 
enough power to 
knock kitchenware off 
shelves. 

At least five tremors 
were also reported on 
Tuesday in towns and 
villages around the 
mountain, 400 kilome- 
tres west of Yaounde, 
the national capital. 


State radio reported 
no casualties from the 
tremors or eruption 
hot called environ- 
mental damage 

“heavy.” witnesses 
said the tremors dam- 
aged several houses in 
the town of buea, some 
20 kilometres to 
Mount Cameroon's 
south, and in several 
nearby villages. 

Clond cover prevent- 
ed 1 authorities from 
surveying destruction 
of the rainforest dur- 
ing a helicopter over- 
flight Monday. But 
they confirmed lava 
has flowed at least 1.5 
kilometres past the 
limits of the flow from 
the 1982 eruption. It 
has now reached a 


swath of virgin rain- 
forest that separates 
the mountain from the 
sea. 

Small subsistence 
farms dot the lava’s 
path bnt major cash 
crop plantations near- 
by were safe, said the 
radio station. 

' Besides the tremors 
and lava, a 
Cameroonian geology 
professor, Isaac 
Konfor Njilah, said 
area residents face 
danger from the burn- 
ing magma and poiso- 
nous gases. 

Volcanic ash also 
threatened to cause 

raging bush fires in 
the lush forests, he 
added. 


Piano Piano 

where east meets west 
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Deployment dilemma 

UNLESS MOSCOW performs a miracle to 
stop the war over Kosovo soon, NATO will 
soon discover that relying on aerial bombard- 
ment will simply not do the job of stopping 
Belgrade’s war machine. Tbe Serbs must have 
calculated all along that with NATO ruling out 
the deployment of ground forces to arrest their 
onslaught on Kosovo and its people, there is no 
effective way left for tbe international commu- 
nity to stop the ethnic cleansing campaign and 
genocidal warfare being perpetrated against 
the ethnic Albanians. 

The major Western powers still insist that 
their superior aerial power will destroy the 
Serb’s war machine faster and more effective- 
ly than the use of ground troops . Actually the 
reasons that NATO is not projected to commit 
its armies in Kosovo are both political and mil- 
itary. President Bill Clinton, President 
Jacques Chirac and Prime Minister Tony 
Blair had solemnly pledged to their peoples 
that no ground forces would be deployed. On 
that basis, the Western leaders received 
approval from their parliaments for the air 
strikes. 

The West was counting on Belgrade raising 
the white flag soon after the first wave of allied 
warplanes dropped their bombs on Serbian 
targets. That did not happen, not even after 
six nights of air strikes. Instead the Serb 
leader grew more intransigent and defiant. He 
also intensified his cruel war on the Kosovars. 
The downing of a U.S. Stealth fighter bomber 
gave the Serbs more confidence that their aer- 
ial defences are still potent enough to take a 
heavy toll on the Western air armadas. 

Against this backdrop, NATO, its seems, has 
started a war that it cannot bring to a success- 
ful end short of reversing itself on the deploy- 
ment of ground forces. But even a decision to 
deploy troops will be fraught with untold dan- 
gers. It would take NATO weeks to prepare for 
an invasion of Kosovo and assemble sufficient 
ground power to render it operational. 
Meanwhile, the people of Kosovo are left with 
no choice except to run for their lives. The 
threat of resorting to an international tribunal 
to bring the leaders of Serbia to justice when 
the dust settles is not comforting enough. We 
have seen how the main architects of ethnic 
cleansing and genocidal warfare in Bosnia 
remain free till now. Short of resoundingly 
defeating Yugoslavia on the battlefield, 
Belgrade and its leaders will continue to flout 
every humanitarian principle on earth with 
impunity. To defeat Yugoslavia, though, 
requires a declaration of war on that country 
in the name of NATO and the international 
community — a route that does not seem to be 
in the cards. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek said the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) is '‘heard ess" as it seeks economic balance 
regardless of social considerations, which do not have a 
place in the IMF “dictionary” of the “non-charitabie" fund. 
Thus, the last excepted thing is to find the IMF encourages 
governments to include social justice as a basic factor in 
economic policies, added Farrek. Economists and IMF- 
supporters claim that the economic growth and justified 
income distribution are contradictory, because the increase 
in the income of the poor only boosts their consumption, 
while an income increase for the rich will raise their 
reserves and investments as their needs are already met 
according to the writer. A recent IMF study has found that 
the gap between the haves and the have-nots is expanding 
all over the world, including in wealthy industrial countries 
— a factor that requires reconsidering the issue of just 
income distribution, said Fanek. The writer added that jus- 
tified distribution would help economic growth, minimise 
that gap, fight poverty and ensure social stability. 

AI Ra'i’s Mahmoud Rimawi said there is no comparison 
between U.S.-British intervention in Iraq and the NATO's 
effort to find a peaceful solution in Yugoslavia. He 
explained that Iraq has taken long strides in the implemen- 
tation of the U.N. resolutions and in turning the page of its 
invasion of a neighbouring country, which has admitted 
that Iraq does not want to launch a dialogue with Iraq, it 
could negotiate with the Arab League or the seven-member 
Arab committee to put an end to the Iraqi, people’s suffer- 
ing. The U.S. warnings to Iraq not to exploit the events in 
Yugoslavia are “meaningless,** especially that the United 
State has adopted a declared stand to support Iraq’s soli- 
darity. said the writer. Similarly. Rimawi said the Iraqi 
media campaign against NATO's intervention against the 
Serbian leadership is not in the interest of Iraq. 


Washington Watch 


By James J. Zogby 


Two wars on two fronts 
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WITH THE launching of a U.S.-led NATO air war against 
Serbia, the United States has become engaged, for the first 
time since World War D. in military hostilities on two sepa- 
rate fronts. 

There are profound differences between the confrontations 
with Iraq and Serbia — but there are some similarities as welL 

On tbe surface, for example, both are “made for TV” wars. 
From the first day of the air strikes tbe television treatment 
has included all the familiar components. 

The 24-hour news networks adjusted their programming 
accordingly. These new media creations thrive on such crises. 
The coverage has been endless. Throughout the 
first night of the air raids the television screen was 
divided between somber-voiced reporters and the 
now-familiar eerie green flashes of bombings as 
seen through a night vision lens. 

This on-site coverage has been suspended since 
the Serbians ejected reporters from the country. 

But the ail-news channels were not to be deterred. 

Even with no reporters in Serbia, coverage has 
continued with news updates, reports from the 
White House and a stream of commentators — 
some former government officials, so-called 
“experts” and military analysts. The latter two 
groups are distinguished by the fact that although 
they actually know very little about what is going 
on, they nevertheless feel compelled to offer their 
"expert" views. 

As in the Iraq war, these “experts" have no more 
knowledge than the newsreaders. Often times, 
they’ve never been to the country that they are analysing. 
They are a “cottage industry” of former government or mili- 
tary personnel or academics which has been instantly created 
to fill the need of television to have articulate talking heads to 
fill 24 hours of discussioa 

When these commentators are finished, the networks 
switch to a variety of human interest interviews — which usu- 
ally consist of the families of U.S. military personnel involved 
in the conflict and. in the recent case, joyous Albanian 
Americans and grieving or angry Serbian Americans. 

Welcome to the TV war! It is the new war of smart bombs, 
computer simulated graphics and endless talking. 

What is both fascinating and disturbing about this new type 
of war — in both Serbia and Iraq — is the fact that despite the 
saturation of television and print media coverage, in the end. 
we know so very little about what is actually happening on 
the ground. 

In the cases of both Iraq and Serbia, the administration has 
made similar arguments to win public support. Last week. 
President Clinton made a compelling personal appeal in 
advance of the bombing campaign. 


He offered a rather simplified crash course in recent Balkan 
history and spelled out the humanitarian considerations and 
the threat of wider conflict if nothing was done to stop 
Serbian violence in Kosovo. 

U.S. interests in the region the president stared were clear. 
£< Our values" were at risk if nothing was done to stop the 
pending humanitarian crisis, and “our interests'* would be 
•jeopardised if the conflict spread and destabilised southern 
Europe. NATO would bomb, he said, to deter aggression and 
degrade the ability of the Serbian military' to commit further 
atrocities. Finally, the president said, the U.S. goal was to 


‘At week’s end, the U.S. public is following two 
wars on two fronts, with similar arguments 
being made to justify them both. 

There are connections that ought to be made 
and questions that ought to be asked and 
answered. It is doubtful, however, that they will 
receive any thoughtful consideration, 
any time soon’ 


bring about Serbian agreement with the proposed peace plan. 

Much of this campaign had a familiar ring to it and sup- 
porters of the administration’s policy and many in the media 
have been quick to point out the parallels. 

At least one prominent U.S. political leader sought to com- 
plete the parallels between Serbia and Iraq. On the first day of 
the bombing, the Republican chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relation's Committee announced that he was fed up with foe 
Serbian strong man. Senator Jesse Helms stated that 
Slobodan Milosevic had to be removed from office and. 
therefore, he would introduce "The Serbian Democratisation 
Act" (modelled after “The Iraq Liberation Act"). This acL like 
its predecessor, would authorise SlOO million to overthrow 
Milosevic and impose tough economic and political sanctions 
to isolate the Serbian regime. 

One significant difference between the Serbian and Iraqi 
fronts is the number of influential voices that have been 
raised, from the outset, in opposition to the air attacks on 
Serbia. 

One-half of the Republican presidential candidates and a 
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or are further aggravated with Russia and 
China, it will be Interesting to see it those 
current critics of the Clinton administra- 
tion's Serbia policy extend their criitcssni to 
include the Iraq situation. 

While there are some parallel concerns < i.e. questions about 
unilateralism, regional impact, strategy, ete.i. it wtli probably 
be difficult for politicians to question the Iraq policy tor al 
least one important reason. 

The political campaign against Milosevic has been vigor- 
ous. but it has been uneven. In the case of Iraq, tite Jemoni- 
sation of the Iraqi leader has been systematic and complete. 
The Serbian president, like Saddam, has been compared to 
Hitler and has been routinely condemned for ethnic cleansing 
and other crimes against humanity. At the same time, howev- 
er. the Milosevic’s government w-^s a partner to the Dayton 
Peace Accords and a party to the negotiations at Ramhouillot. 

No such talks have taken place with Iraq nor are they polit- 
ically possible given the manner in vv hich the regime lias been 
vilified during the past decade. 

So at week's end. the l .S. public is follow ing two wars on 
two fronts, with similar arguments being made to justify them 
both. There are connections that ought to be made and ques- 
tions that ought to be asked and answered. It is doubtful, how- 
ever. that they will receive any thoughtful consideration, any 
time soon. 


Linguistic wranglings over statehood 


By George Si Hishmeb 

WASHINGTON — There is 
no doubt that Yasser Arafat, 
president of the Palestinian 
National Authority, did better 
in Europe than in the United 
Stares during his recent swing 
in the two continents seeking 
support for “filling the legal 
and political vacuum" after the 
May 4 expiration date of the 
five-year Oslo peace process. 

The ELFs statement was a 
great triumph for the 
Palestinian leader who has 
been threatening to unilaterally 
declare Palestinian statehood 
next May. just ahead of the 
Israeli national elections unless 
Western powers come out in 
full support of Palestinian state- 
hood. 

His argument that he must be 
rewarded for delaying his dec- 
laration paid off with his 
European interlocutors who 
were vehement in their sup- 
port, regardless of Brad’s point 
of view on Palestinian self- 
determination. In brief, 
European recognition of 
Palestinian statehood should be 
a matter of time — not exceed- 
ing one year — once the 
Israelis elect a new leadership 
and final status talks resume 
forthwith. 

The EU statement was clear- 
cut “The European Union is 
convinced that the creation of a 
democratic, viable and peace- 
ful sovereign Palestinian state 
on the basis of existing agree- 
ments and through negotiations 
would be tbe best guarantee of 
Israel’s security and Israel’s 

acceptance as an equal partner 


in the region. The European 
Union (Ell) declares its readi- 
ness to consider recognition of 
a Palestinian state ra dire course 

Associates of the Palestinian 
leader who took part in ihe 
Washington talks are now 
claiming that the Clinton 
administration is also consider- 
ing a new statement that will go 
beyond Clinton’s praiseworthy 
remarks when he visited Gaza 
in December 1998. 

Addressing Palestinians, 
including members of the 
Palestinian National Council, 
during his historic visit to Gaza, 
the American president told 
them “before you (is) tbe 
opportunity to shape a new 
Palestinian future on your own 
land*’ and repeated a call for the 
“legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people," the term 
used in the Can?) David 
accords. But his headline-grab- 
bing remade came when he 
told another Palestinian audi- 
ence that they “now have a 
chance to determine their own 
destiny on their own land," a 
step bey ond what former 
President Jimmy Carter had 
said many years earlier during 
a visit to Egypt 

Of interest in the Washington 
talks last week was that the 
greater part of the one-hour 
meeting was spent in a “one- 
on-one” session between 
Clinton and Arafat. Whether 
Arafat came away with any 
new promises from the 
American president remains to 
be seen. Arafat chose to reman 
tight-lipped about the delibera- 
tions, and a senior State 


Department official inexpiiea- 
'bal>~ revealed that .Arafat did 
. not raise Itis tit-for-tat offer to 
delay 'his declaration os state- 
hood in exchange for an 
American public concession 
along the lines of an acknowl- 
edgement of the Palestinians’ 
right to self-deieimiannon 

“He did not raise it," the 
senior American official said. 
Arafat came more “frankly" to 
ask Clinton “what the presi- 
dent’s views were, and the 
president explained" the 
American opposition towards a 
unilateral declaration. 

However, the official, who 
asked not to be identified, was 
not more forthcoming in his 
briefing to reporters shortly 
after the talks ended. He, in 
fact, avoided being drawn into 
a discussion when asked about 
the “problem" that the LLS. has 
in cfeclaring its support for 
Palestinian self-determination: 
a tenent of American foreign 
policy enunciated by the great 
American president Woodrow 
Wilson, after World War I. 

His reply to my question was 
curt and evasive. 

“First that’s not language that 
we’ve used before,” the official 
said. “Number two. we have a 
special role to play in this 
process. And we understand 
the special nature of our role. 
Number force. . I would say we 
have been very careful in this 
process to avoid staking on- 
positions on permanent status 
issues precisely because we 
want foe parties to have a 
chance to engage on those per- 
manent status issues. The 
Palestinians have their aspira- 


tions. and foey'li certainly 
bring their aspirations and their 
needs as they define them to 
foe table. The Israelis hav e their - 
views, and that will have to be 
negotiated. To have the U.S. 
slaking out positions on perma- 
nent status issues we don’t 
think is productive to coming 
to an agreement, at least at this 
stage.” 

Whether foe ’Gaza Plus" 
statement, as it has been 
described here privately, from 
foe Clinton administration wifi 
emulate the points in the laudi- 
ble EU statement of March 26 
is anyone’s guess. In fairness, 
though, the Europeans and foe 
.Americans seemed in close 
agreement on the next steps 
that are essential to revive the 
moribund peace process. Both 
agreed that talks should not be 
open-ended and should be 
resumed shortly on an “accel- 
erated" basis — a development 
that gave rise to speculation 
that there has been some 
behind-the-scenes coordina- 
tion between Washington and 
its European counterparts. 

In the final analysis. 
Washington cannot continue to 
bury its head in the sand over 
the issue of Palestinian self- 
determination. Even its erst- 
while neighbour, Canada, has 
come out in favour of 
Palestinian statehood. Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien said last 
week “we believe that through 
the negotiations we should 
resolve foe creation of the state 
for the Palestinians " recognis- 
ing that this cannot be “blocked 
forever." 


Letters to the editor 


NATO bombing and Muslim solidarity 

RECENT ARTICLES in the da3y press have quoted respected 
figures in Jordan regarding foe NATO bombing of Serbian posi- 
tions in Bosnia, and invariably all those interviewed have taken 
positions against tbe Western action. 

1 find this most confusing, particularly ghten foe Serbian poli- 
cy of “ethnic cleansing” which has taken foe form of eradicating 
Muslims from foe remnants of foe Yugoslavian nation. Even 
more disturbing are foe rumours foot President Saddam Hussein 
and President Slobodan Milosevic have entered a pact whereby 
foe former will provide economic assistance in exchange for foe 
loner's military cooperation. 

Aren't we confusing two separate responses to problems of 
vastly different origins? The Iraqi leadership signed a truce to 
end foe Gulf War, and the agreemeafl fftxxd conditions upon foe 
defeated forces to which they have not adhered. Bosnian leaders 
also pledged to accept foe Dayton accords, and have proceeded 
to violate them almost before foe ink was dry. In foe case of Iraq, 
there was unity among regional states in condemning the actions 
taken on August 2, l^.andunarumitymthermliiaiyrespcffise. 
However; with foe cessation of hostilities, in the perceptions of 
many Arab countries. President Saddam no longer presented a 
threat to regional stability. This despite the fact that since assum- 


ing power he has almost continuously engaged his armed forces 
against neighbouring states. 

President Milosevic, on the other hand has implemented a 
deliberate programme which in other countries would be 
labelled as genocide, in an effort to eliminate all non-Christian 
and non-Serbian elements of foe population. The rest of west- 
ern Europe, recognising foe unacceptability of such policies, and 
cognisant of the critical position of the Balkans during the two 
major ware of this century, have exhausted all diplomatic efforts 
in an attempt to curtail Serbian activities. 

finally, after repeatedly turning a blind eye to atrocities being 
committed in Kosovo. NATO was left with no choice but to 
respond in the only way which would gain the attention of the 
Serbs: military force. 

Given the above realities, how in good conscience can Arab 
Muslims castigate foe efforts to stymie Serbian aggression while 
apparently rondoning the reasons for foe NATO response? 
Ifeihaps someone more knowledgeable could explain these 
apparent contradictions. 

Wiliiam R. Ennenbach 
Amiran 


Footnotes 

Three cheers for NATO 

........ 'fy Walid m. S adi 

AS ONE who has logged a quarter of a century in U.N. 
human rights activities. I can say that NATO has truty 
redeemed itself as a moral force in acting so forcefully, 
albeit belatedly, against Belgrade over the Kosovo conflict 
My reasoning is straightforward. All nations are com- 
pelled under international law to intervene, even by miU- 
raiy means, to stop crimes against humanity and war 
crimes if and when they can. All countries are obligated 
under international law to apprehend and try all chose who 
have committed heinous crimes without consent of any 
U.N. body including the Security Council. Therefore. 
NATO countries are not. required to seek the Security 
Council's stamp of approval before acting to stop system- 
atic and gross human rights violations. 

Besides, when NATO military intervention was put to the 
test before tbe Security Council, only three states voted 
against it By simple deduction, 12 nations voted in favour 
of intervention. So much for the argument that NATO's 
actions lack formal legitimacy. 

"Hie fact that NATO did not- lift a finger in other equallv 
painful situations such as iff Rwanda or the Middle East 
does not mean that a precedent cannot be set elsewhere in 
the world. Of course, all of. us would have rejoiced had the 
major Western capitals, which seem to hold all the power- 
ful cards in their hands, moved swiftly and effectively to 
arrest genocide in Africa. Asia. South America and the 
Middle East. NATO inaction in so many pans of the world 
is certainly a blemish on its record. But having decided to 
dig in their heels over Kosovo can indeed usher in a new 
era in favour of effective interventions for humanitarian 
and moral reasons. 

Now. in the case of Belgrade, we are* talkinc about a 
country with a horrible record in Bosnia. The hundreds of 
thousands of mnocern civttans in that country could have 
been spared bad NATO acted sooner. \V C are referring to a 
nation whrch slaughtered thousands of Bosnian Muslims » 
Srebrenica, Bosnia, when the city had been declared a safe 
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The World Mourns 
His Majesty King Hussein 

On February 7th 1999 (Shawwal 21st 1419 H), Jordan was struck with the loss of its 
Hashemite leader His Majesty King Hussein Bin Talal. During his forty-seven year reign, 
the late King Hussein devoted his life serving his country as well as the Arab world. 

The late King Husssein led by example and was a patron of peace. He was a father figure to 
his people, he was loved by all Jordanians and was greatly respected by leaders of the world. 
His death constitutes a great loss to Arabs, Muslims and humanity. 

Al-Hussein’s era witnessed towering achievements and progress. During His Majesty’s rule, 
Jordan accomplished large strides in the political, social, economical, educational, medical and 
construction fields. The erection of factories, laboratories and buildings reflected the economic 
growth that underlined Al-Hussein’s period . The rapid spread of schools, universities, health 
and social centres was unprecedented in the region. 

Despite the magnitude of the loss, we are confident that the path His Majesty has paved will 
continue to illuminate the way for his successors. 

May God rest Al-Hussein’s soul in peace and bless His Majesty King Abdullah and lead his 
endeavours to success. 

ARAB BANK 
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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE 


Dear Shareholders, 

I am pleased to present your Bank's 
major achievements during 199$, 
which are reflected in the strong 
financial results disclosed in the 
Annual Report. 

Progress cannot be sustained without 
adaptation and renewal. Adaptation is 
essential, especially for .Arab Bank, 
which may be the only financial 
institution based in the Arab region 
with a real material presence .in the 
most important financial centres of the 
world. Success in an international 
environment requires flexibility and 
perseverance from the management. 
The pace is accelerating, sudden 
changes must be dealt with locally and 
globally. 

1998 was a difficult year for the 
banking industry. Nevertheless, Arab 
Bank once again was able to 
demonstrate its ability to successfully 
manage multidimensional crises 
occurring simultaneously in different 
locations. The Bank was able to steer 
through the Far East crisis and reduce 
its banking risks. At the same time, it 
was dealing with sharp fluctuations in 
the money and capital markets of the 
Arab region, the United States and 
Europe. Unfortunately, the Arab 
region again had to face another 
difficult episode of political and 
military agitation due to the sanctions 
imposed on Iraq. The drastic decline 
in oil revenues, which negatively 
affected a wide range of businesses 
and economic sectors in the area 
aggravated the situation further. 

We were deeply saddened by the 
death of His Majesty King Hussein, 
which occun-ed during the finalisation 
of the Annual Report. May Almighty 
God grant him mercy and forgiveness. 
We are confident that our beloved 
Jordan will continue its progress and 
development under the rule of His 
Majesty King Abdullah. 

Arab Bank employs credible modem 
managerial concepts to advance with 
the challenges of change. The 
management has worked unceasingly 
to adopt new policies of centralised 
control that co-ordinate all activities 
of the Bank and, at the same time, 
enhance the total risk management 
The Global Treasury, a new 
centralised unit is being enacted 
along new concepts in setting 
objectives and budgeting. Totality in 
strategic planning is a priority for the 
management in its efforts to secure 
future success. The Strategic Planning 
Committee has investigated the 
influential factors that affect our 
markets and identified future relevant 
trends. Focusing on the proper 
utilization of capital by branches and 
Head Office departments will give 
businesses with, higher returns on 
investment priority in the allocation of 
our limited resources. Accordingly, all 
operational units will be competing to 
maximize and enhance the 
; of. th e Rank- 

J— _ 

The High Asset Liability Management' 
Committee has taken further steps to 
apply the concept of total management 
and control to the consolidated 
balance sheet. A new simulation 
model was acquired and is being 
employed The new programme will 
enable the management of the Bank to 
forecast the impact of its decisions in 
the areas of asset and liability 
management, pricing, funding and 
liquidity. The Global Treasury in 
London has started to outline the 
intended global liquidity management 


policy which will aim for more 
efficient utilization of our abundant 
liquidity, and consequently an 
enhanced return on investments. The 
Global Treasury will also introduce 
new products and services in the areas 
of risk hedging, on-balance sheet and 
off-balance sheet, for the Bank and its 
customers. 

To excel in serving its customers, the 
Bank completed in 1998 a preliminary 
study to re-engineer the operations 
related to customer services. The 
operations of the branches will be 
restructured and re-designed to fit in 
new technologies and will be 
formulated in accordance with client 
needs. Implementation and application 
will be finalised in the coming three 
years. 

In 1998, Arab Bank was able to obtain 
a rating from two of the most 
reputable rating agencies. The rating 
granted to Arab Bank is noteworthy in 
that the agencies, for the first time in 
their history, accepted to relax one of 
the most stringent rating norms, i.e., 
capping the rating of the financial 
institution by the rating of the 
sovereign country where it is 
incorporated. Arab Bank was able to 
pierce the ceiling of Jordan by ten 
notches from the first rating agency 
and six notches by the second. This 
event underlines the global nature of 
Arab Bank and testifies to its financial 
strength as well as its outstanding 
performance. 

The financial data testify to the good 
success achieved during 1998. Arab 
Bank net income reached JOD 126.5 
million compared to 107.7 million in 
1997. The Group income increased to 
USD 223.7 million compared to USD 

220.8 million the previous year. Net 
interest income continued to be the 
main source of revenue, improving by 
JOD 46.1 million and 20.3%. It 
constituted 77.0% of total revenues. 
Commission income came second, 
improving to JOD 69.3 million from 
JOD 63.8 million. We worked hard to 
supplement non-interest income by 
developing and creating new banking 
services and products in addition to 
the traditional banking lines. They 
include funds, investments, portfolio 
management and other similar 
personal banking services. We hope 
that the positive impact of these 
products will be shown in the near 
future. 

During 1998, our continuous 
investments for the future increased. 
Total operating expenses reached JOD 

188.8 million compared to JOD 165.2 
million, representing an increase of 
JOD 23.6 million and 14.3%. This 
increase is reasonable when compared 
with the growth in the risk assets as 
well as the financial position in 
general. Controlling operating 
expenses remains one of the most 
important elements of Arab Bank 
policies. 

In the area of balance sheet 


inform you that customer deposits 
improved during 1998 to JOD 7,957.8 
million from JOD 7,248.8 million, 
representing an increase of JOD 709.0 
million and 9.8%. The loan portfolio 
improved by JOD 263.1 million, 
reaching JOD 4,935.5 million from 
JOD 4,672.4 million in the previous 
year. The Bank was able to maintain 
its traditional high liquidity. The ratio 
of cash and semi-cash to total assets 
was 53.1% at the end of 1998 
compared to 51.4% at the end of the 
previous year. 



Based on the recommendations of the 
Board of Directors, shareholders’ 
equity will reach JOD 820.0 million 
after the approval of your Assembly, 
compared to JOD 720.0 million in the 
previous year. It is important to 
mention here that all requirements to 
increase twofold the capital of the 
Bank, as approved by the General 
Assembly on 27 March 1998, were 
complied with. Accordingly, the 
capital of the Bank presently stands at 
JOD S8.0 million, representing 
8.800.000 outstanding shares. This is 
the fourth time the shareholders have 
been given a share dividend of one to 
one in addition to the cash dividend, 
which is distributed annually. 

In accordance with paragraph B of 
Article 132 of the Jordanian Company 
Law of 1997, the term of office of the 
Board ended on 27 March 1998. 
Consequently, the General Assembly 
has elected a new Board of Directors. 
In accordance with the 
recommendations of the Ministry of 
Finance and Economy in Saudi 
Arabia, Mr. Ali Ben Saleh Al-Suqair 
has been nominated to replace Dr. 
Abdel Aziz Alnasrallab. At the same 
time, the Kuwait Investment 
Authority nominated Mr. Fahad 
Rashed Al- Ibrahim to replace Mr. 
Saad Alnahedh. Furthermore, Dr. 
Nasser Al-Rashid requested to be 
excused from his duties on the Board 
in view of his busy schedule. The 
General Assembly elected to replace 
him by Mr. Sabeih Taher Al-Masri. 
The remaining members were 
re-elected and the new Board of 
Directors commenced its meeting 
after the conclusion of the General 
Assembly. 

I should like to take this opportunity 
to thank Dr. Abdel Aziz Alnasrallah, 
Mr. Saad Alnahedh and Dr. Nasser 
Al-Rashid on your behalf for die 
valuable services they have rendered 
during their membership of the 
Board. 1 would also like to welcome 
Mr. Ali Ben Saleh Al-Suqair, Mr. 
Fahad Rashed Al-Ibrahim and Mr. 
Sabeih Taher Al-Masri, the new 
members of the Board. I feel sure that 
the Bank will benefit from then- 
knowledge and expertise. 

nsvwi - . J 

during the past year to achieve these 
good results. I am pleased to have this 
opportunity to thank them for their 
loyalty and outstanding performance. 

Finally, I trust that all of you will 
accept my thanks and appreciation for 
your unwavering support for the Bank 
and belief in its management. 


Abdulmajeed Shoman 
Chairman, Board of Directors 



DEPUTY CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 


Focusing on Value, 

Arab Bank is a major financial 
institution. Our resources, however, 
are not unlimited. Therefore, we 
have to focus on the optimal 
utilization of our funds if we are to 
translate our visions into objectives 
and objectives into results. 

As we transform our goals into 
reality, we work towards creating 
value for the shareholders, the 
customers and the staff. Each of 
these three groups is vital to us, so 
the outcome of our work should 
benefit the three groups together 
and ultimately the Bank itself. Our 
efforts to maximize the wealth of 
the shareholders should be in line 
with our substantial investments in 
a better standard of service for our 
customers while also rewarding 
and enhancing the qualifications of 
the staff. 

Value added to the shareholders' 
investments can be ascertained by 
the development in several 
correlated measures such as growth 
in equity, changes in share price, or 
in the Bank’s net income. Historical 
data demonstrate that we have 
succeeded handsomely in all 
measures. However, the future 
brings with it serious challenges. 
We need to take further steps to 
focus our capital by increasing our 
business in carefully selected 
opportunities. We must channel our 
equity to the lines of business in 
which we can best create value for 
the shareholders and apply 
financial discipline to such 
business. We must always be aware 
that our business often creates 
value in combination. Ideally, die 
whole should be greater than the 
sum of the individual parts. 

Satisfying the changing wants and 
needs of our customers represents 
one of our most demanding tasks. 
We can add value for our 
customers by ma ximiz ing the 
return on their investments, 
providing a better service than our 
competitors and standing by them 
in the midst of turbulent financial 

j 

markets. Our customers are 
demanding choices, flexibility and 


rustom^rT cir^'using ^n increasing 
range of automated services. The 
characteristics of our branch 
network are evolving as we 
develop complementary services 
through the use of telephones or 
personal computers, but we are, in 
feet, re-engineering our entire 
operations to reshape the whole 
concept of customer services at 
Arab Bank. 



The Arab Bank staff are 
exceptionally loyal and have high 
professional standards and 
qualifications. Their outstanding 
contributions in the past have 
elevated the Bank to its present 
powerful financial position. Yet the 
current environment is even more 
testing and forces us to demand an 
even better performance from 
them. We are working harder with 
our staff to achieve higher returns 
on investment goals. We are 
therefore providing them with new 
analytical tools to increase their 
understanding of how to manage 
our capital and how to create 
long-term value for our 
shareholders. Our challenge is to 
create consistency in the way we 
relate the goals wc set to the 
performance of the people we 
manage and consequently, to the 
way we compensate them. As 
banking changes, we have to deal 
more and more with 
cross-functional projects, 

businesses and transfer pricing. In 
such an environment, a sound 
return on investments as well as 
consistency become essential. 

When addressing the issue of 
maximizing the value of the Bank, 
we cannot complete the picture 
without taking into account total 
risk management and control 
within a specified risk framework. 
The policies and actions of most 
multinational institutions are 
increasingly under scrutiny. 
Corporate integrity is no longer 
assumed. It has to be proven. We, 
at Arab Bank, have alwavs 
demonstrated the highest ethical 
standards. We fully understand that 

nsks to .re putation can be as 
significant 

operational and credit risks. It is 
essential that the high standards to 
Which we adhere should continue 

10 be maintai[ ied by the whole 
organisation. Furthermore, we are 
taking steps to ensure that evervone 

at Arab Bank shares our corporate 
values. 

Khalid Shoman 

Deputy Chairman. Board of Directors 
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For the year ended 31 December 1998, submitted to the General Assembly of Shareholders at the Annual Meeting 
held at the Bank’s Head Office Building, Shmeisani, Amman, at 10 a.m., on Friday, 26 March 1999. 


Dear Shareholders, 

Arab Bank Group demonstrated in 199S that it 
could continue to achieve good results under 
difficult and uncertain conditions. The global 
financial market faced a number of tests during 
the year, including worldwide feeble economic 
growth. Unstable political and economic events 
also negatively affected the economy of the 
Middle East. Despite these conditions and other 
challenges, the Group achieved satisfactory 
results during the past year. 

Business environment 

Due to the consequences of the Asian financial 
crisis that began in 1997 and the financial 
turmoil in Russia, world economic growth was 
pulled down to 2.2% in 1998. The collapse of 
domestic demand in crisis countries plus a 
general weakness in export market growth led 
to reduced demand for oil and commodities. 


In the United States, where economic growth 
and job creation continued to outpace industry 
forecasts, the GDP grew by 3.9% in 1998. 
Although business investment fell, personal 
consumption remained strong. Output exceeded 
the estimated level of potential output, and 
inflation was moderate. 


The economic situation in Japan had 
deteriorated severely, even before it was 
affected by the crisis in Asia. Japan’s economy 
remained weak in 1998, as the Asian crisis 
impacted export market growth. The GDP 
shrank by 1.8% in 1998 and the economy 
slipped deeper into recession. Consequently, the 
government announced a Japanese Yen 24 
trillion (USD 198 billion) fiscal stimulus, 
including public spending, tax cuts and 
government loans, lare in 1998. At the end of 
March 1998, the European Commission in its 
Convergence Report recommended eleven 
countries to participate in the European 
Monetary Union (EMU) as of January 1999. All 
met the necessary conditions to adopt the single 
currency, the Euro. The new Euro-zone will 
account for 19.4% of world GDP and 18.6% of 
world trade. 


budget obligations while ensuring the timely 
payment of their commitments. 

Financial results 

The Group enhanced its earning power by a 
pre-designed growth in risk assets and an 
expansion in banking services and products. At 
the same time the costs of funds were 
maintained at a competitive level. The 
management also succeeded in holding the 
operating expenses close to budget. 
Effectiveness and efficiency ratios remained 
superior to those of other banks. 

Arab Bank Group total revenues for 1998 
reached USD 615.5 million and operating 
expenses were confined to USD 317.2 million 
compared to USD 577.5 million for revenues 
and USD 282.3' million for operating expenses 
in the previous year. 

Net income after tax improved to USD 223.7 
million compared to USD 220.8 million in the 
previous year, representing an increase of USD 
2.9 million or 1.3%. Net income to average 
shareholders’ equity ratio was 13.5% at the end 
of 1998. The limited growth in Det income was 
the result of the end of the five-year tax holiday 
for the Bank in Saudi Arabia as well as a 
weaker performance by our subsidiaries. The 
earning power of Arab Bank Pic itself was 
enhanced significantly, achieving 17.5% 
growth in net income, which reached JOD 
126.5 million in comparison to JOD 107.7 
million in the previous year. 

Shareholders.' equity 

and appropriation of net income 

Arab Bank completed the capital split in 1998. 
The number of shares was increased to 
8,800,000 compared to 4,400,000 before the 
split 

The Board of Directors proposes to the General 
Assembly the appropriation of Arab Bank Pic 
net income as follows: 


JOD (’000) 

Net income available for appropriation 126,455 
Proposed appropriation: 

To statutory reserve ; ,17,066 

To voluntary reserve 33,000 

To general reserve __ _ ^ 50,00 0 

Proposed cash dividends 26,400 

Du^tdri' remunerations " ' ^ 55 : 

Total appropriation 126,455 

Accordingly, the dividends for Arab Bank Pic 
is JOD 3.0 per share, representing 30% of the 
nominal value of the share.- The Bank will 
deduct from the dividends 10% withholding 
tax, which will be paid directly to the tax 
department The • net dividends after 
withholding tax will be JOD 2.7. The dividends 
that will be distributed by Arab Bank 
(Switzerland) will be announced separately. 


After approval by the General Assembly of the 
proposed appropriation, total shareholders' 
equity of the Group will be USD 1,754.1 
million compared to USD 1,570.9 million at the 
end of 1997. This means that shareholders' 
equity improved by USD 183.2 million and 
H'7%. 

The following statement contains the 
comparative figures of the shareholders' equity 
components in the Group balance sheet for 
1998 and 1997: 



1998 

1997 


USD C000) 

USD (*000) 

Capital ; ' 

’ J 146,937 : 

84,897 

Statutory reserve 

104292 

79,532 

Voluntary reserve 

•246,706 

258,325 

General reserve 

935,854 

853,487 

Reserves with associated 


companies 

363,970 

343234 

Retained earnings ' 

2 ,245 

2220 

Total 

1,800,104 

1,621,695 

Translation adjustraentsj[46,048) 
Total shareholders' 

. .(50,751) 

equity 

1,754,056 

1,570,944 


The price of Arab Bank' Pic share in the 
Amman Stock Market was JOD 214.0 at the 
end of 1998, the equivalent of USD 302.0 
compared to USD 229.0, after adjusting the 
figures to nullify the impact of the capital split. 
Accordingly, the price-earning ratio was 11.9 
compared to 9. 1 at the end of 1 997. 

Bank services and administration 

Arab Bank management continued its drive to 
complement its services and products in 
response to the demands of its customers. 
Special attention was given in 1998 to the 
preparation for the Euro conversion, the plans 
for the re-engineering of customer services and 
the introduction of several investment funds. 
The Bank's efforts in service and product 
development underline Arab Bank's 
commitment to stand by its customers and 
provide them with the most up-to-date banking 
facilities. 

Staff 

Throughout the history of Arab Bank, the 
employees’ dedication, loyalty and 
perseverance have proven to be a hidden source 
of power. Arab Bank management endeavours 
to select the most qualified personnel. This 
policy is recognized to be one of the main 
ingredients of the Bank's success in the 
financial service sector. Arab Bank is 
committed to provide the means needed for 
continuous human resource development. The 
employee training programmes in the future 
will ensure a dynamic development at all levels. 
Emphasis is being given to managerial skills 
and specialized customer services to ensure 
proper quality performance. Training with 
specialized institutions and correspondent 
banks will also be encouraged to advance 
cross-cultural communication and 
modernisation. 


Customer services 

The Bank worked hard to meet the needs of its 
customers in a simple and direct manner. A frill 
line of useful products in investment funds and 
portfolio management is being ^traduced to 
supplement our existing services. In the 
preparation for the launching of the Euro, the 
Bank adjusted its systems to transfer its 
customer accounts, assets and obligations to the 
benefit of its customers at no extra cost. New 
Euro products are being introduced in the area 
of deposits and investments. Utilizing the 
services of a specialized consultant, the 

management worked to redesign several 
customer service operations. Additional human 

resources and information technologies are 

being incorporated to transform the 
re-engineering projects into reality. 

Outlook for 1999 

Arab Bank will continue to work towards the 
fulfilment of its main objectives, namely 
excellence in customer services, the 

enhancement of shareholders' equity and a 
positive contribution to the welfare of the 
communities where the Bank operates. New 
planning and budgeting concepts will be 
incorporated ' to secure the successful 
implementation of our strategic plans. 

The targeted growth in the balance sheet for 
1999 will be driven by the investment needs of 
the Bank and the capital adequacy 
requirements. 

Staff training programmes will continue in the 
coming year. The Bank aims to prepare the staff 
to give clients the best possible advice on the 
intended new services and products as well as 
to enhance staff performance in general. 

Arab Bank plans to introduce several 
investment funds and portfolio management 
products. A new comprehensive Euro 
investment portfolio will also be introduced, 
offering individually designed portfolios with 
an especially conservative approach, a balanced 
outlook, an emphasis on growth or an 
intrinsically aggressive approach. 

In 1999, net income of Arab Bank Pic is 
expected to increase by 10%. Arab Bank Group 
net income is forecast to improve by 8%. 
Accordingly. Arab Bank Pic net income is 
projected at JOD 139.0 million and the Group’ s 
net income at USD 241.0 million. 

We would like to express our appreciation to 
our clients for entrusting us with their business, 
the shareholders for their unfailing support to 
the Board and the management and staff for 
their hard work and dedication. 

The Board of Directors 


The sharp decline in oil prices since autumn 
1 997 presented obvious macroeconomic 
challenges to the Arab oil-exporting countries 
and - via its impact on remittances, trade and 
investment - also to the other Arab countries. 
However, the governments in the Arab world 
responded to the 1998 oil price drop more 
effectively than when oil prices had fallen in the 
past. They have moved quickly to cut future 


Output in Southeast Asia continued to decline 
in 1998, and as a result layoffs, bankruptcies 
and political tensions mounted. By the end of 
1998, however. Southeast Asia's economies 
finally started showing signs of life. Asian 
currencies stabilized, foreign reserves increased 
and interest rates were down. A full-fledged . 
recovery in Asia, however, remains many 
months away. 


FINANCIAL REVIEW 

This section contains the analysis of the Group's 
results of operations as well as its financial 
position. The financial statements, which are 
also included in this report, are presented in US 
Dollars after the translation of all the Group 
members’ financial statements into US Dollars, 
which is the functional and reporting currency 
of the Group. Arab Bank Pic and Arab Bank 
(Switzerland) constitute around 90% of the total 
assets of the Group. The reporting currencies of 
the two entities are the Jordanian Dinar and the 
Swiss Franc, respectively. The average 
exchanee rate of the Jordanian Dinar has been 
SChe US Dollar at 0.709 since 1995. 
The Swiss Franc exchange rate was 1-3815 i at 
the end of 1 99S and 1 .4540 at the end of 1 997. 

Results of operations 

Overview 

Tn 1998 the Group achieved a satisfactory 
financial’ performance. Net mcome after tax 
r^ched USD 223.7 million while total revenue 
increased to USD 615.5 million from USD 
577 TndUion. Net income per share (on the 


basis of Arab Bank Pic common shares of 
8,800,000) recorded USD 25.4 per share. 

Interest and commission income 

The Group realised a good increase in net 
interest and commission income, representing 
9.1% over 1997. The low level of interest rates 
along with the Central Bank of Jordan's 
requirement of a 14% interest-free statutory 
reserve on deposits in foreign currencies 
depressed the interest numbers. Comparative 
figures for interest income are presented in the 
following table: 

1998 1997 Variance 

In USD million % 
interesf and': . -v - %: . 

commission income -1,4522 - _ £355.9 '96S" 7.T 
Interest and 

commission expenses 862.9 SI 5.9 47.0 5.8 

Netmterwtand 

coraimssibn: • , '' 5892 540:0.; 49.3 92 

Interest income to total assets was 7.2% in 1998 
compared to 7.4% in 1997. On the other hand, 
the ratio of the net interest and commission 
income to total assets was 32%, the same level 
as in 1997. . 


Revenue from foreign exchange 
trading 

The revenue from foreign exchange trading 
improved significantly to USD 44.2 million 
from USD 25.6 million in 1997, as the Group's 
customers and its owned entities benefited from 
the favourable foreign exchange trading 
conditions in 1998. The foreign exchange 
trading positions which are opened as part of 
the Group's activities are liquidated on a daily 
basis. Exceptions in extraordinary 
circumstances are limited to small amounts and 
are closely controlled by higher levels of 
management 

Other revenues ' 

Other revenues declined to USD 42.5 million 
from USD 57.7 million in 1997. The decrease 
of USD 15.2 million or 26.4% from the 
previous year was the result of the limited 
income from trading in securities during 1998. 
Other revenues also included revenues from 
leased premises, services to clients and several 
other items of a non-recurring nature. 


Revenue-related expenses 

In 1998 specific and general provisions for 
doubtful debts and investments reached USD 
60.5 million compared to USD 45.9 million in 
the previous year, representing an increase of 
USD 14.6 million. 

Operating expenses 

Total operating expenses increased to USD 
317.2 million from USD 282.3 million. In spite 
of the increase of USD 34.9 million or 12.4% in 
operating expenses, this only represented 51.5% 
of total revenue which compares favourably 
with other similar financial institutions. The 
following table contains a detailed comparative 
analysis of operating expenses: 



1998 

1997 

Variance 


In USD million 

% 

Staff 

168.9 

1552 

13.7 

8.8 • 

Information system 

24.0 

19.9 

4.1 

20.6 

Depreciation 
Other operating 

23.1 

19.8 

3.3 

16,r '■= 

expenses 

1012 

S7.4 

13.8 

15.8 

Total 

317.2 

282.3 ‘ 

3419 

124' 
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A careflil examination of the components of the 
profit and loss account shows that the increase 
in operating expenses was highly correlated 
with the growth of revenues. 

Net income and income tax 

The following table depicts the changes in net 
income and income tax: 


Net income before tax 

Income tax 

Net income after tax 


1998 1997 Variance 

In USD million % 
29S.3 295.2 3.1 1.0 

74.6 74.4 0.2 0.2 

223.7 220. S 2.9 1.3 


Net income after tax in 1 998 improved by USD 
2.9 million to reach USD 223.7 million, 
representing an increase of 1.3 %. Income tax 
remained at the same level as in 1997. It mainly 
represents income tax relating to Arab Bank 
Pic, its sister institution and subsidiaries. It 
does not include taxes paid in affiliated 
companies, which increased substantially as a 
result of the end of the five-year fiscal tax 
holiday in Saudi Arabia. Net income 
represented 36.3% of total revenue in 
comparison to 38.2% in 1997. Net income to 
shareholders' equity declined to 12.8% from 
14.1% in the previous year. Net income to total 
assets changed to 1.2% in 1998 from 1.3% in 
1997. 

Financial position 

The management of the Group always aims to 
maintain simultaneously high liquidity, prime 
quality assets and solid equity. The Group's 
conservative asset liability management policy 
has served it well during the difficult times in 
the past 69 years of its history. 

Liquidity management 

The liquidity management policy of Arab Bank 
Group is an important element of its strategic 
orientation. Liquidity is defined as the ability to 
meet near-term and projected long-term 
funding commitments, while supporting future 
expansion in a manner consistent with the 
Bank's strategic plans. Arab Bank Group 
maintains higher liquidity than the acceptable 
norm of the banking industry. This high 
liquidity enables the Group to survive in the 
extraordinarily unstable political environment 
of the Middle East. For liquidity management 


purposes, the Group is divided into several 
regional centres. Each centre is responsible for 
the operating units in its area and has its own 
funding and liquidity plans in accordance with 
the policies of the Group management. 
Liquidity is managed and monitored on a daily 
basis by the treasurer and the manager. Asset 
Liability Management Committees in the 
centres co-ordinate liquidity positions on a 
weekly basis. At Head Office, the High Asset 
Liability Management Committee monitors and 
supervises the liquidity position of the Bank on 
a monthly basis. Strategies and adjustments of 
policies are effected quarterly. The High Asset 
Liability Management Committee is planning 
to implement a system of integrated liquidity 
management. 

Prudent liquidity analysis at all levels includes 
dividing the assets and liabilities into different 
maturity bands. It also includes analysis of the 
sources of funds, their stability and cost. The 
following table gives a comparative analysis of 
the liquid assets of the Group: 


1998 1997 Variance 

In USD million % 
6,163.1 5,639.8 5233 93 


Cash and banks 6,163.1 

Government 

securities 1,121.6 

Trading securities 129.0 

Marketable investment 
securities 1,4813 


1,049.9 71.7 6.8 

182.0 (53.0) (29.1) 

1,1923 289.1 24.2 


Total 8,895.0 8,063.9 831.1 10.3 

Liquid assets increased by 1 0.3?^. Most of the 
increase was due to the placement with banks. 
It should also be noted that most of the liquid 
assets mature within three months. 

The external sources of funds at the end of 
1 998 and 1997 are presented below: 


Variance 


Customer 

deposits 12,067-1 

Bank deposits 3.461 .8 
Total 15.528.9 


In USD million 

I 11,117.3 949.8 

3,218.2 243.6 

> 14335.5 I,i93:4 : 


Customer deposits are composed of stable 
funds that have remained with the Bank for 
continuous and steady periods. Core deposits 
are estimated at 80%. 

The following table gives some liquidity ratio 


ARAB BANK Pl.C GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENDA 


The following arc the items on the agenda of the Annual Ordinary General Assembly and the Extra- 
ordinary General Assembly to be held on 26 March 1999: 

First: Annual Ordinary General Assembly: 

1 . Presentation and adoption of the Minutes of the previous 68th meeting of die General Assembly. 

2. Presentation of the report of the Board of Directors for the year 1 998 and outlook for 1999. 

3. Presentation of the auditors' report on the financial statements of the Bank for the financial year 1998. 

4. Presentation and approval of the financial statements of the Bank for the year 1998 and adoption of 
the recommendation of the Board of Directors to distribute a dividend for the year 1998 at the rate of 
JOD 3.0 per share, being 30% of the nominal value of JOD 10.0 per share. 

5. Release of the members of the Board of Directors from liability for the year 1 998. 

6. Election of the Bank's auditors for the year 1999 and determination of their remuneration. 

7. Approval of the appointment of Saba & Co. as the Bank's external auditors for Lebanon branches for 
a three-year period starting 1 January 1999. in conformity with Article (.189) of the Lebanese 
Monetary and Credit Law. 

S. Other issues. 

Second: Extraordinary General Assembly 

1. Amendment of Article 25 of the Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws to read as follows: 

" The company, upon the approval of the Extraordinary’ General Assembly, can issue convertible 
bonds on the basis of the recommendations of the Board of Directors and in accordance with the 
law.” 

This is in replacement of the original text, which stated: 

“ The company upon the approval of the Extraordinary General Assembly can issue nominal and 
marketable bonds in accordance with the conditions and forms recommended by the Board of 
Directors provided that the total value of the bonds does not exceed the capital of the company. 
Subsription and records should be performed in accordance with the law." 

2. Amendment of Item 7 of Paragraph D of Article 55 of the Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws to 
read as follows; 

“ 7 - To issue convertible bonds. ” 

This is in replacement of the original text, which stated: 

“ 7 - To issue bonds. " 


measures for the Group at the end of 1998 and 
1997: 


O g h and quasi -cash to total 
external funds 57.3 56.3 

Cash and quasi-cash to total assets 4S.5 4S.0 

Customer deposits to loan portfolio 145.7 146.7 
Customer deposits to total assets 65.S 66. 1 

Credit management 

Arab Bank Group's conservative credit policy is 
a key element in its success. Time and again, its 
balanced and well planned credit-granting 

philosophy and system have distinguished .Arab 
Bank from others. To manage balance sheet and 
off-balance sheet exposure, the Group risk 
control process is applied globally. 

Responsibilities for credit risks are shared 

between line units and Head Office. The 
branches and subsidiaries have a primary’ 

responsibility to evaluate credit risks and ensure 
that each individual credit exposure is soundly 
controlled and managed. The line manager has 
the authority to grant credit up to a certain 
pre-determined amount. At Head Office, the 
decisions related to credit are handled by 
committees at three different levels: 

- Credit department committee 

- Credit management committee 

- Senior authority' committee. 

Risk assets are divided into three different 
groups: Jordan. .Arab countries and 

International. Each area is controlled by a 
specialized credit department. The Deputy' 
President for credit coordinates and supervises 
the three credit departments and heads the 
credit management committee. The senior 
authority committee is chaired by the Chief 
Executive and includes the President, the 
Deputy President and the three heads of the 
credit departments. 

Development of loan portfolio 

Loans and advances net of provisions grew by 
USD 703.5 million, representing an increase of 
9.3%, to reach USD 8,282.0 million at the end 
of 1998. The off-balance sheet exposure 
decreased by USD 38.5 million or 0.7%, thus 
limiting the growth of the total credit risk of the 
Group to 5.0%. The following table contains 
comparative data for the Group credit risk in 
1998 and 1997: 


1998 1997 

In USD million 
8282.0 7,5783 


Variance 

% 


Loan portfolio, net 8282.0 7,5783 
Off-balance sheet 

-Accepfemces . -330.7 3783 

- Letters of credit 985.0 1,167.1 

- Letters of guarantee 3.019.0 2,8853 

- Undrawn loans 1 ,32 1 .2 1 363 .7 
Total off-balance sheet 5,655.9 5,694.4 
Total exposure' 13,937.9 13272.9 


-330.7 3783 (47.6) (12.6) 

985.0 1,167.1 (182.1) (15.6) 
3.019.0 2.8853 133.7 4.6 

1,321.2 1263.7 57.5 4.6 


Loans and advances constituted 45.2% of total 
assets in 1998 compared to 45.1% at the end of 
the previous year. They also represented 4.7 
times the shareholders' equity compared to 4.8 
times at the end of 1997. 

Provision for doubtful debts 

The provisions for doubtfiil debts are 
determined by the evaluation of individual 
credits and changes in the quality of the credit 
portfolio, levels of non-accrual loans, economic 
conditions:, changes in size and character of 
credit risks and other related factors. Risk assets 
are classified according to their quality into six 
groups: current, watchlist, special mention, 
sub-standard, doubtful and loss. Credits with 
serious degrees of classification are reviewed 
by Head Office on a quarterly basis. The credit 
portfolio is reviewed semi-annually in order to 
assess sufficient provisions. Levels and 
amounts of provisions are also examined in the 
light of the monetary authorities' guidelines as 
well as studies undertaken by the external 
auditors. The Group ceases to accrue interest on 
doubtful debts as soon as they are classified as 
such. Arab Bank Group's provisioning policies 
are stricter than the industry norms and 
monetary authorities' guidelines. Balances of 
credit risk provisions are presented in the 
following table: 

1998 1997 Variance 
In USD million % 
Provisions.. ’ 423.0 . 413.8 9.2 2.2 

Interest in suspense 88.1 81.3 6.8 S.4 

Total MM .5 IT! 495.1- 16.0 3 .2 ~ 


Parallel to increasing the volume of provisions, 
the Group also succeeded in 1998 m 
maintaining its normally high asset quality'. 

Interest rate risk management 

The Group seeks to minimize the negative 
impact on net income of adverse movements in 
interest rates. The Group manages its interest 
rate risks in accordance with the policies and 
limits established by the Head Office of the 
Bank. The Asset Liability Management 
Committees in the centres as well as the 
treasurers handle the day-to-day management of 
interest rate risks. The High Asset Liability- 
Management Committee at Head Office deals 
with strategic positions and policies. 

Arab Bank Group also takes a conservative 
approach in its interest rate risk management, in 
general matching the maturity of its assets and 
liabilities. The Group trading and dealing in 
interest rate derivatives is mostly limited to 
capping its mismatch positions. 

A summary of the Group maturity position as of 
31 December 199S is presented in the 
following table: 

In USD million 

Within After *j:,t Tola! 

* months ; rr, 6 months Hr..-. 

■evivf. ani before 

.v.-.t.r.*!’* 12 months 

Assexs 11 <47.0 2.908.1 1,640.4 2244.5 18^40.0 

Liabilities in “49.7 2.361.6 1649.8 2.578.9 IR.340.0 

Net position 797.3 546.5 (1.009.4) (334.4) - 

The impact of interest rate risk management as 
well as other dimensions of risk supervision are 
reflected in the net interest and commission in 
the Group's financial results. Net interest and 
commission to average total assets of the Group 
for 1998 and 1997 are presented below: 

199S 1997 Variance 

In USD million % 

Net interest and 

commission 589.3 540.0 49.5 9.1 

Average total assets 17.574.2 16.355.9 1.2JR.3 “4 
Net interest and commission 
to average total assets 3.4% 3.3% 

From the above, it can be observed that net 
interest and commission to average total assets 
improved to 3.4% in 1998 from 3.3% the year 
before. 

Capital management 

Shareholders’ equity along with other 
components of capital form the main source of 
the earning power of commercial banks. The 
capital base determines the size, structure and 
risk components of the balance sheet. 
Regulatory authorities, in conformity with the 
BIS rules, have harmonised capital* adequaev 
requirements worldwide. 

The Chief Executive and the High Asset 
Liability Management Committee are In charee 
of capital management at Head Office. The 
Group's capital management policies aim to 
provide the shareholders with a good return on 
equity without exposing the institution to 
unwarranted risks. The solid capital base 
coupled with high liquidity underlines the 
extraordinary financial strength of Arab Bank 
Group. 

In accordance with Arab Bank Group policies 
capitalisation of retained income represents Ac' 
mam source of growth in shareholders' eauitv 
Comequent'y the Group has to confine Ae 
cash divtdends distributed to the shareholders 
°n 'he one hand whik 
“n y d mProV,ng “ S Pr0fitabi,it >- on Ae 

The continuous develoomenr nf . ■ 
aims to meet the arowtgnSL °/ f «*** 350 
and subsidiaries At , h V ^ - he branc hes 

^holders' U ^ ^7°*; 

10.0% of average total S ' 1 am °u™ed to 
in 1997. TheS ^T red ’ 09 - 6% 
according to the rk mi/ 13 ade 9 u acy ratio 

the previous year. ’ 0 al end of 
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Assets 

Cash and due from banks 


BALANCE SHEET AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1998 AND 1997 


1998 1997 

US$('000) US$(’000) 


4 460 703 


3 664 933 


Funds with central banks 

1 702 350 

1 974 840 

Government securities 

1 121 633 

1 049 930 

Trading securities 

129 001 

181 990 

Loans and advances, net 

8 282 017 

7 578 519 

Long-term investments, net 

2 029 112 

1 733 118 

Fixed assets, net 

175 929 

141 621 

Other assets 

439 320 

483 433 

Total Assets 

18 340 065 

16 808 384 

Customers’ liability on guarantees, 
letters of credit and other 
contingencies 

5 655 864 

5 694 439 

Total - 

23 995 929 

22 502 823 

Income Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1998 and 1997 

♦ * - • • ’• . * .. . r. * 

Interest income 

1 327 925 

" ~ " '1997 
:> US$ C000) 

1 244 348 

Commission income 

124 297 

111 536 

Less: Interest expense 

857 870 

811 998 

Commission expense 

4 990 

3 854 

Net interest and commission 

589 362 

540 032 

Less : Provision for doubtful debts and 
investments 

60 538 

45 870 

Net interest and commission after provision 528 824 

494 162 

Plus : Foreign exchange trading 

44 202 

25 624 

Other income 

42 461 

57 726 


615 487 

577 512 

Less : General and administrative expenses 

Net income before tax \ 1 

317 212 
2^8^75 

282 311 

295 201 

Income tax 

74 592 

74 429 

Net income 

223 683 

220 772 

Appropriation:- 

Net income 

223 683 

220 772 

Retained earnings brought forward 

2 220 

483 

Total 

225 903 

221 255 

To statutory reserve 

24 860 

766 

To voluntary reserve 

50421 

39 489 

To general reserve 

82 367 

114 861 

To reserves with associated companies 

20736 

31367 

Proposed cash dividends 

45 196 

32 474 

Directors’ remunerations 

78 

78 

Rptnined earnings carried forward 

2 245 

2 220 


Liabilities and Shareholders 9 Equity 

Customer deposits 

1998 
US$ (’000) 

12 067 13S 

1 

1997 
US$ (’000) 

11 117 254 

Bank deposits 

3 461 807 

3 218 230 

Provisions 

328 333 

347 079 

Proposed dividends and remunerations 

45 274 


Other liabilities 

650 042 

490 228 

Total Liabilities 

16 552 594 

15 205 343 

Minority interest 

33 415 

32 097 

Capital 

146 937 

84 S97 

Statutory reserve 

104 392 

79 532 

Voluntary reserve 

246 706 

258 325 

General reserve 

935 854 

853 487 

Reserves with associated companies 

363 970 

343 234 

Retained earnings 

2 245 

2 220 

Total 

1 800 104 

1 621 695 

Translation adjustments 

(46 048) 

(50 751) 

Total Shareholders 9 Equity 

1 754 056 

1 570 944 

Total liabilities, Minority Interest 
and Shareholders 9 Equity 

18 340 065 

16 808 384 

Guarantees, letters of credit and other 
contingencies 

5 655 864 

5 694 439 

Total 

23 995 929 

22 502 823 


Sister. Subsidiary & Associated Companies 


Arab Bank Group 


Arab Bank (Switzerland) -Zurich, Geneva 

OWNED BY ARAB BANK SHAREHOLDERS 


Percentage of 
Ownership 

100% 


Arab Bank Australia Ltd. -Sydney 

100% 

Arab Bank ( Austria) AG -Vienna 

100% 

Arab Bank AG - Frankfurt 

100% 

Islamic International Arab Bank - Amman 

100% 

Arab Tunisian Bank-Tunis 

64.2% 

Arab Palestinian Investment Bank - Ramallah 

55% 

Oman Arab Bank - Oman 

49% 

Arab National Bank-Saudi Arabia 

40% 

Arabia Insurance Co. Lebanon 

36.6% 

Egyptian Financial Group For Portfolio Management 

33% 


Commercial Building Co. Lebanon 


30% 
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Assets 

Cash and due from banks 
Funds with central banks ' 
Government securities 
Trading securities 
Loans and advances, net 
Long-term investments, net 
Fixed assets, net 
Other assets 
Total Assets 

Customers’ liability on guarantees, 
letters of credit and other contingencies 

Total 


1998 
JD (’000) 

3 330 658 
1 158 150 

783 632 
2 939 

4 935 546 
1 174 676 

93 781 
264 06S 
11 743 450 

3 713 352 

15456 802 


i 


Income Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1998 and 1997 


Interest income 
Commission income 
Less: Interest expense 

Commission expense ; 


Net interest and commission 
Less : Provision for doubtful debts and 
investments 

Net interest and commission after 
provision 


Plus rForeign exchange trading 
Other income 

— - — — — 

Less: General and administrative expenses 

Net income before tax 

Income tax 

Net income i 

Appropriation: 

To statutory reserve 
To voluntary reserve 
To general reserve 

Directors’ remunerations I 

Proposed cash dividends j 

Total Appropriation i 


1998 
JD ('000) 

806 172 
69 336 
532 748 
2 979 


339 781 
32 873 
306 908 


24 071 
24 061 
355 040 
188 770 
X66 270 
39S15 
126 455 

17 000 
33 000 
50 000 
55 
26,400 
126455 


1997 
JD C000) 

2 704 365 
1 334 142 

719 186 
27 872 
4 672 390 
927 516 
81 362 
294 242 
10761075 

3 628 620 

14 389 695 


1997 

JD('000) 

733 202 
63 799 
505 949 
2 155 


288 897 
25 268 
263 629 


10 764 

36 446 
310 839 
165 192 
145 647 

37 992 
10X655 


28 000 
62 000 
55 
17 600 
107 655: 


Liabilities and Shareholders' Equity 

Customer deposits 

Bank deposits 
Provisions 

Proposed dividends and remunerations 
Other liabilities 

Total Liabilities 

Capital 


1998 
JD C000) 

7 957 757 
2 454 212 
143 626 
26 455 
341 400 
10 923 450 
8S 000 


1997 

jd room 

7 248 760 
2 381 241 
141 610 
17 655 
251 S09 
10 041 075 
44 000 




if* 

Statutory reserve 

61 000 

44 000 | 

Voluntary reserve 

159 000 

170 000 f 



General reserve 5 1 2 000 

Total Shareholders" Equity 820 000 

Total Liabilities and Shareholders" Equity 11 743 450 

Guarantees, letters of credit and other contingencies 3 713 352 

Total 15 456 802 


Cash Flow Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1998 and 1997 


462 000 

720000 
10 761 075 
3 628 620 
14389 695 


Cash flow from operating activities: 

Interest and commission received 

Interest and commission paid 

General and administrative expenses paid 

Net cash provided from (used in) operations 

before changes in assets and liabilities 


(Increase) decrease in assets: 

Loans and advances 

Trading securities 
Other assets 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities: 

Customer deposits 

Bank deposits 

Other liabilities 

Net cash provided from (used in ) operations 

before income tax 

Income tax paid 

Net cash provided from (used in) operations 
Cash flow from investing activities : 

(Purchase) sale of fixed assets 

(Purchase) sale of long-term investmen ts 
(Purchase) sale of government securities 
Net casb provided from (used in ) investing activities 

Cash flow from financing activities : 

Dividends paid to shareholders 

Net cash provided from (used in ) financing activities 

Net increase (decrease ) in cash 

Cash and cash equivalent at beginning of yea r 
Cash and cash equivalent at end of year 


1998 
JD (’000) 

897.S4S 
(529 227) 
(175 186) 

193 435 


(268 046) 
24 933 
55 966 

708 997 
72 971 
57 015 

845 271 
(37 992) 
807 279 

(26 003) 
(248 S74) 
(64 446) 
(339 32 3) 

(17 655) 
(17 655) 
450 301 
~4 038 507 

^488 808 


1997 

JD(’OOO) 
835 S 10 
(498 701) 
(154 320) 

182 789 


(532 0S7) 
(3 SS3) 
(87 753) 

439 741 


(108 27 5) 
(5 899) 

(115 367) 
(40 495) 
(155 862) 

(35 614) 
(201 621) 
(3 193) 

(240 428) 

(17 655) 
(17 655) 
(413 945) 
4 452 452 
4 038 507 


Conversion rates of foreign currencies against the Jordanian Dinar for consolidation purposes 


Currency 

Bahraini Dinar 
Cyprus Pound 


French Franc 


Greek Drachma 


Italian Lire 


Korean Won 
Lebanese Pound 


End 1998 

0532 

0.703 


7.943 


398.424 


2J46.040 


1,703.000 

2,126-280 


End 1997 

0.532 

0.741 


8.439 


398.480 


.160 


1 995.430 
2 153.070 


Currency 

Moroccan Dirham 
P ound Sterling 
atari Rival 


Spanish Peseta 


U.A.E. Dirham 


U5.Dollar 

Yemeni Rival 


End »98 End 1997 


_ 13.010 
0.847 


_ 3., 


- — 1.4 1 Q_ 

i2X850 



PW" 



_ 5.180 
17^410 
T84.230 
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Assets 

1998 

JD 

1997 

JD 

Cash and due from Banks 

1 176 960213 

1 038 932 072 

Funds with Central Bank of Jordan 

659 949 547 

782 240 464 

Government Securities 

71 244 438 

31 631 408 

Loans and Advances, net 

834 418 464 

848 082 488 

Marketable Securities, net 

84 974 698 

56 129 749 

Fixed Assets, net 

20 085 275 

19 550 313 

Other Assets 

108 267 971 

1 1 1 737 929 

Total 

l 

2 955 900 606 

2 888 304 423 

Profit and Loss Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1998 and 1997 

Revenue 

Interest income 

1998 

. ..ip 

266 681 794 

19977“ 
; JD 

199 606 261 

Commission income 

IS 737 238 

1S689 470 

Less: 

Interest expense 

134 023 841 

141 137 489 

Commission expense 

496 561 

369 31S 

Net interest & Commission 

84 898 630 

76 788924 

Plus: 

Income from: 

Securities Portfolio 

973 742 

765 407 

Foreign Exchange Trading 

1 073 342 

1 912 192 

Other income 

2 5S2 250 

1 945 344 

Less: 

Provisions for Loans & Advances 

1 899 643 

(2 102 732) 

Provisions for Share Losses 

1 400 000 

I 500 000 

Loan losses 

23S19 

292 549 

General and Administrative Expenses 

45 105373 

41 823 519 

Amortisation of International Islamic Arab Bank fees 

3 250 000 

Income Before Tax 
Income Tax 
Net income 
Appropriations 

To Stannary Reserve 

41 099 129 
(15 400 000) . 
25 699 129 

. 4 109 913 

36 648 531 
(16188 000): 
20 460 531 

To Voluntary' Reserve 

8 219 826 

- 

To General Reserve 

1 878 969 

3 887 561 

To Universities Fees 

410 991 

366 485 

To Provision for Scientific Research 

410 991 

366 485 

Profit Transfered to H.O. 
Total 

10 668 439 

' 25 699129 1 

15 840 000 . 

; 20460531 ■ 


ES AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1998 AND 1997 


Liabilities & Shareholders’ Equity 

1998 

JD 

1997 

JD 

Customers' Deposits 

2 414 390 630 2 259 619S26 

Banks’ Deposits 

107 591 782 

204 401 633 

Borrowed Funds 

159 836 

129 960 

Cash Margins 

148 331 436 

162 688 913 

Provisions 

25 361 703 

19 446 945 

Other Liabilities 

107 293 953 

123 454 588 

Total Liabilities 

2 803 129 340 2 769 741 865 

Capital 

88 000 000 

44 000 000 

Statutory Reserve 

12 551440 

8 441 527 

Voluntary Reserve 

8 219 826 

44 000 000 

General Reserve 

44 000 000 

22 121 031 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 

152 771 266 

118 562 558 

Total Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 

2 955 900 606 2 888 304 423 

Cash Flow Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1998 and 1997 

Cash flow from operating activities 

Interest and commission received 

1998 

JD 

223 682 771 

1997 

JD 

219 305 766 

Interest and income paid 

(136 165 762) 

(141522 S51) 

General and administrative expenses paid 

(42 53S216) 

(43 045 950) 

Cash flow from (used in) operations 

before changes in assets and liabilities 

(Increase) decrease in assets 

44 978 793 

34 736 965 

Loans and advances 
Other assets 

(27 820 180) 
2 705 738 

10 500467 
(94 393 940) 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities 

Current and demand deposits 
Savings and time deposits 

21 975 395 
132 795 409 

24 023 955 
100 982 904 

Bank deposits 

(96 809 851 ) 

(34 810255) 

Cash margin 

(14 357 477) 

28 355 116 

Other liabilities 

18 108 286 

11 578 475 

Other provisions 

- 

(425 292.) 

Net cash flow from ( used in ) operations before tax 

81 576 113 

80 548 395 

Income taxes paid 

Net cash flow from (used in) operations activities 
Cash flow from investing activities 
(Purchase) of fixed assets 

(15 000 000) 

66 576 113 

(2812441) 

(24 095 590) 

56 452 805 

(2 327 356) 

(Purchase) of investment securities 

(30 244 949) 

(26 595 090) 

Sale of government securities 

(39 613 030) 

(2 119710) 

Dividends received 

Net cash flow from (used in ) investment activities 
Cash flow from financing activities: 

Borrowed funds from Central Bank of Jordan 

941 655 
(71 728 765) 

29 876 

758 956 
(30 283 200) 

40 240 

Profit transfered to H.O. ... 

(15 840 000) 

(12 895 462) 

Voluntary Reserve 

- 

9 820 735 

General Reserve 

20 000 000 

10 179 265 

Emergency Reserve 

16 700 000 

. 

Net cash flow from (used in) financing activities 

20 889 876 

7 144 778 

Net increase (decrease ) in cash 

15 737 224 

33 314 383 

Cash at beginning of the year 

1 821 172 536 

1 787 858 153 

Cash at end of the year 

1 836 909 760 

1 821 172 536 


AUDITORS' REPORT 


tier. 1998 and 1997 and the related statements of income, changes in shareholders’ equity and cash flows 
Our jesponsi&Bi^ is ip express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We have obtained me information and 


To the Shareholders of Arab Bank Pic 

Amman - Jordan i i . _ ./ • ~ • I7-: 

„ . . ..,_j . h _ ., rrn mDanvins“halance sheet of Aral? Bank Pic (a Jordanian Public Shareholding Limited Cb&ipmylas of 3 1 ’December 

have audl, f£^ nded fmaheial statements arelh&responsMiiYof.tfreBaflkVm^^ isio expr 

. aiidit in accordant with rite International Standards on Ainfidhg.. ThoM $tahdanis reqoire riiat weTpian and jjerform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance as to whether the financial statements are free of material 
We conducted our «mh des - (Sxaiia ijij [ n g v on a. test baas , eWdence sniq^^the anK«nts and* disclosures in die fviancdal statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 

misstatement. An au ^ ^ — onL 

management, as wen as cvfljuau & .• • • ’ ; ■= ■-.?' . "-\r-\ . ' ' ' ' ' 

The Bank maintains proper accounting records which are in agreement with die accompanying financial staternenls airi with the finandal information included in the Board of Directors' Report. • 

■ • tho aYnmnanvin® financial statements present fairly, in iali material rejects, the financial position, of Arab Bank Picas of 31 December 1998 and 1997 and the results of its Operations and its cash flows for the years then ended 
In ImernadonaJ Accounting Standards^ and we recommend that fije General Assembly appreve tbcsefinaocial statements. 


Amman - Jordan 
30 January 1999 


Saba & Co. 
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ARAB BANK Pic. 


General Management 

P.0. Box 950544 & 950545 

Shmeisani 

Amman 1 1 195 

Tel. 5607231, 5607115 

Fax. 5606793. 5606830 

King Faisal St- Amman 
P.O. Box 8 & 68 
Amman 11118 
Tel. 4638161-9 
Fax. 4637082 

Shmeisani, Amman 
P.O. Box 950546 
Amman 11195 
Tel. 5607231, 56071 15 
Fax. 5670564 

Jabal Amman, Amman 
P.O. Box 2711 
Amman 11181 
Tel. 4629479, 4629835 
Fax. 4655812 

Jabal Hussein. Amman 
P.O. Box 8348 
Amman 11121 
TeL 4640237. 4614247 
Fax. 4649337 

Abdali. Amman 
P.O. Box 926607 
Amman 11110 
Tel. 4627271-3 
Fax. 4649305 

Fifth Circle. Amman 
P.O.Box 141107 & 141108 
Amman 11814 
Tel. 5526870 
Fax. 5536874 

Gardens, Amman 
P.O. Box 720 
Amman 11953 
Tel. 5535922 
Fax. 5536923 

Jabal Luweibdeh, Amman 
P.O. Box 9105 
Amman 1 1 191 
Tel. 4638673, 4649295 
Fax. 4649296 

Mahatla Street. Amman 
P.O: Box 6904 
Amman 11118 
TeL 4651375-7 
Fax. 4651773 

Marka, Amman 
P.O. Box 15450 
Amman 11134 
Tel. 89100S/9 
Fax. 886570 

Wahdat, Amman 
P.O. Box 16067 & 620945 
Amman 11152 
Tel. 4771 122/3 
Fax. 4 744572 

Wadi Seer, Amman 
P.O. Box 140025 
Amman 1 1814 
Tel. 8593 11 
Fax. 823671 

Abu Alan da. Amman 
P.O. Box 351 
Amman 11592 
Tel. 416145 1/2 
Fax. 4162161 

SuweQeb. Amman 
P.O. Box 175 
Amman 11910 
Tel. 841626 
Fix. 831105 

Jubeiha, Amman 
P.O. Box 15 
Amman 11941 
Tel. 5348841 
Fix. 5332181 

Sahab (Industrial City) 
P.O. Box 4 
Sahab 11512 
Tel. 4022107 
Fax. 4022762 

Irbid 

P.O. Box 16 
irbid 21110 

TeJ. 7242251/2. 7344513 
Fix. 7277596 

Russeifa 
P.O. Box 351 
Russeifa 13710 
Tel. 95 II 68 
Fax. 95 1662 

Salt 

P.0. Box 658 
Salt 19110 
Tel. 3554935-7 
Fax. 3553247 

Deir Alla 
P.O. Box I3S 
Deir Alla 18210 
TeL 573138 
Fix. 573137 

Zerka 

P.O. Box 145 . 

Zerka 13110 
Tel. 39S33S1/2 
Fax. 399452 2 

Tafdeh 
P.O. Box 147 
Tafileh 66110 
Tel. 343534/5 
Fax. 343536 


ARAB BANK . 


ww.arabbank.com 



ARAB BANK BRANCHES. SISTER. SUBSIDIARY AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


Jerash 

P.O. Box 109 

Jerash 261 10 
Tel. 6351583/5 
Fax. 6352685 

Mafraq 
P.O. Box 296 
Mafraq 251 10 
Tel. 6231697 
Fax. 6232895 

Madaba 
P.O. Box 586 
Madaba 17110 
Tel. 545536-7 
Fax. 541783 

Ma'an 
P.O. Box 135 
Ma'an 71111 
Tel. 2131740/3 
Fax. 2132569 

Wadi Musa 
P.O. Box 50 
Wadi Musa 71810 
Tel. 2 1 56802-3 
Fax. 2156804 

Karak 

P.O. Box 94 

Karak6I!10 

Tel. 351253/4.353461 

Fax. 353462 

Aqaba 
P.O. Box 37 
Aqaba 771 10 
TeL 2013545-7 
Fax. 2013447 

Quraysh Street. Amman 
P.O. Box 6760 
Amman 11118 
Tel. 4651888 
Fax. 4654141 

Muhajereen Office, Amman 

P.O. Box 6760 

Amman 1 1 1 1 S 

TeL 4749871-2 
Fax. 4749873 

Khreibet El-Suq Office, 

Amman 

P.O.Box 351 

Amman 1 1592 

Tel. 4127650 

Fax. 4127673 

Abdoun Office.' Amman 
P.O. Box 141 107/8 
Amman 11814 
Tel. 5922030/1 
Fax. 5922032 

Mecca Street Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 141 108 
Amman 11814 
Tel. 5525053 
Fax. 5525691 

Suwarfeyya . Amman 
P.O. Box 141108 
Amman 1 1S15 
TeL 58 1 8667 
Fax. 5818273 

Intercontinental Hotel Office, 

Amman 

P.O. Box 27 II 

Amman 11181 

Tel. 4644134 

Fax. 4649106 

Rainbow Street Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 2711 
Amman 1 1 1S1 
Tel. 4613715/6 
Fox. 4613717 

Wadi Saqra Street Office. 
Amman 

P.O. Box 2711. Jabal Amman 
Amman 1 1 IS 1 
Tel. 4617361/2 
Fax. 4617363 

A1 Hussein Camp Office. 

Amman 

P.O. Box 8348 

Amman 1 1 121 

Tel. 46 1489 1/2 

Fax. 4614893 

A1 Nuzba Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 8348 
Amman 11121 
Tel. 5687945/6 
Fax. 5687947 

King Hussein's Sports City 
Office. 

Amman 

P.O. Box 8348 
Amman 1112! 

Tel. 5157952 
Fax. 5157953 

Tareq Municipality Office. 
Amman 
P.O. Box 8348 
Amman 11121 

Tel. 5054121 
Fax. 5052143 

Jabal AS Nasr Office 
P.O. Box 6904 
Mahatta 11118 
Tel. 4918272-3 
Fax 491S274 

Jabal Al-Taj Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 6904 
Amman ill IS 
Tel. 4750806/7 
Fax. 4750S08 

North Hashimi Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 6904 
Amman 11118 
Tel. 4918161/2 
Fax. 4918163 


Auto Finance ServiceAmman 
P.O. Box9605I7 
Amm an 11196 

Tel. 5531627 

Fax. 5531651 

Hitteen Camp Office (SchniBer) 

P.O. Box 15450 

Amman 11134 

Tel. 4885533 

Fax. 4896280 

Queen Alia Airport Office 
P.O. Box 950546 
Amman 11195 
Tel. 4451204. 4451707 
Fax. 445 1 204 

Al-Baq’a Office 
P.O. Box 146 
Al-Baq’a 1938 1 
Tel. 4725742/3 
Fax. 4725742 

Applied Sciences University 
Office 

P.O. Box. 175 
Amman 1 1910 
Tel. 5232213 
Fax. 5232501 

Fuheis Office. Fuheis 
P.O. Box 55 
Fuheis 19153 
Tel. 4720658/9 
Fax. 4720741 

Khalda Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 175 
Amman 11910 
Tel. 5350651/2 
Fax. 5350653 

Citv Terminal Office. Amman 
P.O’. Box 140025 
Amman 11814 
Tel. 5857681 
Fax. 5859618 

AJ Isra* University Office 

Wadi Seer 

P.O. Box 140025. 

Amman 1 1814 
Tel. 591556 
Fax. 591557 

Jordan University for Women 
Office, 

Amman 

P.O. Box 140025 
Amman 1 1814 
Tel. 57 1288 1/2 
Fax.57I2S83 

Marj Al-Hamam Office, 

Amman 
P.O. Box 140025 
Amman 11814 
TeL 5714861 
Fax. 57 1 2751 

A1 Asbrafieh Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 16067 
Amman 11152 
Tel. 4746891-2 
Fax. 4746S93 

Madaba Street Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 16067 
Amman 1 1 152 
Tel. 4746801/5 
Fax. 4746817 

Ras AJ Ain Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 16067 
Amman 11152 
TeL 4746791/2 
Fax. 4746793 

Yarmouk Street Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 16067 
Amman 11152 
Tel. 4748771-2 
Fax. 4748773 

A1 Husn Office. A1 Huso 
P.O. Box 16 
Iztiid 21110 
Tel. 7010701 
Fax 7010702 

Eidoun Office, Irbid 
P.O. Box 16 
Irbid 21 110 
Tel. 7278145-6 
Fax. 7278 147 

Falastin Su Office, Irbid 
P.O. Box 16 
Irbid 21 110 
Tel. 7279496-7 
Fax. 7279498 

Hakama Office, Irbid 
P.O. Box 16 
Irbid 2 11 10 

Tel. 7408140/1 
Fax. 7408142 

Ramtha Office. Ramtha 
P.O. Box 16 
Irbid 21 1 10 
Tel. 7282761-2 
Fax.7282763 

Ajloun Office, Ajloun 
P.0, Box 168 
Ajloun 26810 
Tel. 6420750 

Petra Office, Petra 
P.O. Box 50 
Wadi Musa 71 8 10 
Tel. 2156435-6 
Fax. 2156438 

Awajan Office. Russeifa 
P.O. Box 351 
Russeifa 13710 
Tel. 3651474 
Fax. 365 1475 


Yajouz Office. Russeifa 
P.O. Box 351 

Russeifa 13710 

Tel. 3742814/5 

Fax. 3742819 

A1 Hussein District Office, 

Zerka 

P.O. Box 145 
Zerka 13110 
TeL 996191-2 
Fax. 996193 

Souk A1 Khodar Aljadeed Office 
(Sabab) 

P.O. Box 351 
Amman 11592 
Tel. 4127360 
Fax 4127365 

Muqablein Office, Amman 
P.O. 16067 
Amman 11152 
Tel. 4206460 
Fax 4203761 

Marka Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 15450 
Marka 11134 
Tel. 487449 1-2 
Fax 4874493 

Ghuweirieb Office, Zerka 
P.O. Box 145 
Zerka 15110 
Tel. 997481-2 
Fax. 997483 

King Tala! SL Office, Zerka 
P.O. Box 145 
Zerka 131 10 
Tel. 3900940-1 
Fax. 3900942 

Wadi Seer Industrial Area 
Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 140025 
A mman 11814 
TeL 5862693-4 
Fax. 5827428 

Wadi AI Nasr Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 6904 
Amman 11118 
Tel. 4910101 
Fax. 4910052 

Madinah Street Office 
P.O. Box 270.Tla'Al Aii 
Amman .1 1953 
Tel. 5531634-5 
Fax. 5531651 

Hasbmi Street Office 
P.O. Box 6760 
Amman HilS 
Tel. 4654961-2 
Fax. 4654963 

South Shun eh Office 
P.O. Box 1 38 
Deir Alla 18210 
Tel. 571711-2 
Fax 571713 

Hai Nazzal Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 16067 
Ammon 11152 
Tel. 4380121/2 
Fax 4380123 

Al-Queismefa Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 351 
Amman 11592 
Tel. 4766801/2 
Fax 4766803 

Al-Rabiyah Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 14 1107 
Amman 11814 
Tel. 5514041/2 
Fax 55 14043 

Al-Abliyya Amman University 

Office. Amman 

P.O. Box 292, Al-Saro/Sall 

Tel. 836341-2 

Fax 836143 

Jordan University Str. Office, 
Amman 

P.O. Box 8348, Jabal Hussein 
Amman 11121 
Tel. 5602990, 5602168 
Fax. 5601909 

Safeway-7tb Circle 
Office^mman 
P.O. Box 140025 
Amman 1 1814 
Tel. 5822901/2 
Fax. 5822966 

Hash emit University Office, 
Zerka 

P.O. Box 145 
Zerka 13110 
Tel. 3826661/2 
Fax. 3826663 

Palestine 

Regional 

Manage men t-Ramall ah 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 1476 
Tel. 2982400 

Fax. 2982444 

Ramallah - Al- Manara 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 1487 
Tel. 2954822-3 
Fax. 2954824 

Ramallah - Al-Balad 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 1481 
Tel. 29986480 
Fax. 29986488 


Bethlehem 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 537 
Tel. 27970080-5 
Fax. 27970088 

Nablus 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 38 
Tel. 382340-5 
Fax. 382351 

Hebron 
West Bonk 
P.O. Box 601 
Tel. 222 6410-4 
Fax 2226418 

Jenin 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 204 
Tel 2436280-6 
Fax 24362SS 

Jericho 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 152 
Tel. 2321310-15 
Fax. 232131 S-9 

Tulkarm 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 270 
Tel. 2676650-7 
Fax 267663S 

Qalqfliah 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 1 1 i 
Tel. 2942710 
Fax 29427 IS 

Al-Bireh 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 5731 
Tel. 29595S1 
Fax 2959588 

Bethany 
West Bank 
P.O. Box 100 
Tel. 2796671 
Fax 2796677 

Gaza 
Gaza Strip 
P.O.Box 9 1 
Tel. 2S662S8 
Fax 2820704 

Rimal-Gaza 
P.O.Box 1 15S 
Gaza Strip 
Tel. 2S24729 
Fax 2S247I9 

Khan Younis 
P.O. Box 91 
Tel. 2054775 
Fax. 2054745 

United Arab Emirates 

Abu Dhabi 
P.O. Box 875 
Tel. 274111 
Fax. 272433 

Alain 

P.O. Box 1212 
Tel. 641328. 641368 
Fax. 664913 

Dubai 

P.O. Box 11364 
Tel. 2950845 
Fax. 2955974 

Deira-Dubai 
P.O. Box 1650 
Tel. 221231 
Fax. 233749 

Sharjah 
P.O. Box 130 
Tel. 353994-5 
Fax. 357182 

Ras Alkhaimah 
P.O. Box 4972 
Tel. 228437-S 
Fax. 222337 

Ajman 
P.O. Box 17 
Tel. 42243 1 
Fax. 426871 

Fujairah 
P.O. Box 300 
TeL 222050 
Fax. 224024 

Bahrain 

Offshore Banking Unit, Manama 
P.O. Box 813 
Tel. 226303 
Fax. 224475 

Manama 
P.O. Box 395 
TeL 229988 
Fax. 210443 

Qudaibrya 

P.O. Box 2425 
Tel. 258438 
Fax. 27 1266 

Muharraq - Manama 
P.O. Box 22295 
Tel. 343655 
Fax.343584 


MOROCCO 


Casablanca 
P.O. Box 13810 
Tel. 223 152 
Fax.200233 


Fes 

P.O. Box 2255 
Tel. 62IS03 
Fax.622836 

Al Fida Avenue 
P.O. Box4548 
TeL 288457 
Fax.2SS5Qi 

Yaconb AJ Mansour Str. 
P.O. Box 20022 
Tel. 941341 
Fax.941338 

Marrakech 
P.O. Box 693 
TeL 434400 
Fax.431418 

Rabat / Alla! Ben Abdallah 
P.O. Box 440 
Tel. 726327 
Fax.73S!62 

Rabat / Agdel 
P.O. Box 1480 
Tei. 6806S0-3 
Fax. 680678 

Tan j ah 
P.O. Box 666 
Tel. 940603 
Fax.940774 

Lebanon 

Beirut 

Riad Solh Square Bank St. 
P.O.Box 11-1015 
Tel. 9S01 53-4.9S0246-49 
Fax. 9S0S03.9S0299 

Ras Beirut. Beirut 
PO. Box 11-5IS7 
TeL 340630. 348484 -6 
Fax. 34I6S5 

Mazra'a. Beirut 
P.O. Box 1 1-1525 
TeL 654961-4 
Fax 654960 

Verdun. Beirut 
P.O. Box 14-5285 
TeL S 10005. S02653 
Fax. 860651 

Dora, Beirut 
P.O. Box 80640 
Tel. 240316/17 
Fax. 240316 

Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 
Tel. 4301 11-3. 430120-4 
Fax. 433033 

Zahreih, Tripoli 
P.O Box 379 
Tel. 434720-2 
Fax. 434723 

Mina. Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 
TeL 602364 
Fax. 600982 

Saida 

P.O. Box 199 
Tel. 72 1 482 725923 
Fax. 721482 

Sin Al-fiel 
P.O. Box 55020 
Tel. 510424 
Fax. 510355 

Cbtoora . 

P.O. Box 199 
Tel. 542402, 542415 
Fax. 542415 

Qatar 

Doha 

P.O. Box 172 
TeL 437979 
Fax. 410774 

Alsadd St_ Doha 
P.O. Box 3058 
TeL 426555-9 
Fax. 447218 

Egypt 

Cairo 

P.O. Box 2006 
Tel. 5746399 
Fax. 5746165 

Heliopolis, Cairo 
P.O. Box 2352 
AJ-Muknla 
P.O. Box 8833 
Tel. 354454-6 
Fax. 354003 

El-Mohandesseen, Cairo 
P.O. Box 68 
TeL 3029405 
Fax. 3029065 

10th of Ramadan 
P.O. Box 1057 
Tel. 367014-5 
Fax. 367016 

Nasr City 
P.O. Box 7506 
Tel. 2729051-53 
Fax. 2729050 

6th of October 
P.0.44 
Tel. 359000 
Fax. 359100 

Alexandria 
P.O. Box 2485 
Tel. 4846857,4846850 
Fax. 4820558 


Yemen Republic 
Sana'a 

P.O. Box 475 & 1301 
Tel. 276584-93 
Fax. 276583 

Hodeida 
P.O. Box 3812 
Tel. 239163/6 
Fax. 21 1557 

Taiz 

P.O. Box 5234 
TeL 231523-5 
Fax. 212347 

Aden 

P.O. Box 5130 
TeL 242099. 240043 
Fax. 242098 

Ibb 

P.O. Box 304 
Tel. 408368-70 
Fax. 408367 

Italy 

Rome 

00187 Rome 
P.O. Box 745 
TeL 69940479-81 
Fax. 679560] 

Spain 

Madrid 

CP dc la caste liana. 

No. 31 - 5 
2S046 Madrid 
Tel. 3084290 
Fax. 3086482-4 

Marbella Office 

Avda. Ramon Y. Cajol. 

No. 17. L8 

EdificioZEA 

29600 Marbella - Malaga 

Tel. 2S26688 

Fax. 2524605 

Val encia 
OColon No. 13 
46004 Valencia 
Tel 3513777 
Fax 351 TWO 

Singapore 

Singapore 
80 Rallies Place 
LOB Plaza 2 
Singapore04S624 
Tel. 5330055 
Fax. 5322150 

France 

Paris 

B.P.319 

75365 Paris Cedex 08 
TeL 1-45616000 
Fax. 1-42890978 

Cannes 

45-47 La Croisette 
06400 Cannes 
Tel. 4-93380101 
Fax. 4-93995939 

Cyprus 

Area Office 
Nicosia 
P.O. Box 5700 
Tel. 7671 1 1 
Fax. 760890 

Nicosia 
P.O. Box 5650 
Tel. 767111 
Fax. 767741 

Larnaca 
P.O. Box40S55 
Tel. 625200 
Fax. 625087 

Paphos 
P.O. Box 540 
Tel. 243363 
Fax. 244018 

Limassol 
P.O. Box53433 
Tel. 3SI678 
Fax. 38 1682 

Korea 

Seoul 

C.P.O. Box 1331 
Tel. 3179000 

Fax. 7570124 

United Kingdom 

City Branch, London 
P.O. Box 138 
London EC2R 6LP 
Tel. 3I5S500 
Fax. 6007620 

Park Lane, London 
P.O. Box 4 ME 
London W1Y 3AD 
Tel. 4081505 
Fax. 3554350 

Kensington High Street. 
London 
P.O. Box 153 
London W8 7SD 
TeL 9373547-9 
Fax. 6002617 

United States of America 

New York 
25 Madison Avenue 
Tel. 7159700 
Fax. 5934632 


Greece 

Athens 

P.O. Box 30? 5“ 

Tcl. 361311? 

Fax. 3613140 

REPRESENTATIVE 

OFFICES 

Chile 

Santiago ds Chile 
Apoquindo 3000. Oltcma *6U; 
Las Condes 
TeL 2?42605-9 
Fax. 23-W745 

China 

Beijing 

Unit 1 I/I 1 Office Twn 2 
Henderson Centre 
18 -JianguoMenwai Dajte 
TeJ. 65182858-63 
Fax. 65IS235S 

Shanghai 
Unite 1S03 

ShangahaiTrade S quote 
128 Si Pine Rcud 
Tel. 65077737-3S 
Fax. 65072. <6 

SISTER INSTITUTIONS. 
SUBSIDIARIES & 
AFFILLATES 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) 

Zurich 
P.O. Box 52SI 
CH - 8022 Zurich 
Tel. 26571 11 
Fax. 2657330 

Geneva 

P.O. Box 1096 
CH - 1211 Geneva i 
Tel. 715121 1 
Fax. 7322460 

Finance Accountancy 
Mohassaba S.A. 

Geneva 
P O. Box 1506 
2. nic Thalbcrg 
CH - 1211 Geneva 1 
Tel. 9083000 
Fax. 73S7229 

Islamic International Arab 
Bank 

P.O. Box 925802 
Amman II J 10 
Tel. 5694901 
Fax. 5694U14 

Arab Bank Australia I.td. 
Sydney Main Office 
P.O. Box N645 
200 George Street 
Level 9 

Sydney NSW 2000 
Tel. 9377*900 
Fax. 92215-28 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG 

Vienna 
P.O. Box 100 
A • 1015 Vienna 
Tel. 5 1 34240 
Fax. 51342409 

Arab Bank AG 

Frankfurt 

P.O. Box 10(3127 

D - 60001 Frankfurt am Main 

Neue Mainzer Sir. 57 Gemianv 

Tel. 242590 

Fax. 235471 

Arab Tunisian Bank 

General Management. Tunis 

P.O Box 520 

Tunis 1001 

Tel. 349736 

Fax. J4300S 

Arab Palestinian Investment 
Bank 

P O. Box 1268 
Ramallah 
Palestine 
Tei. 2987 126-7 
Fix. 2987125 

Oman Arab Bank SAjO. 

Head Office and Runi 
Main Branch 
P O Box 2010. Ruvvi 
1 1 2 Ruwj 
Tel. 706265-6 
Fax. 797736 

Arab National Bank 
General Management. 

Riyadh 

P-0. Bv>\ 5692 1 
Riyadh 11564 
Tel. 402qnon 
Fd\. 4027747 

Arabia Insurance Co„ 

Lebanon 
Lebanon -Beirut 
p O. Box 1 1-2172 
Tel- 363610 
Fa*. 365 1 39 
T «'- 417361 1-J 
P-u. 2906064 
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■S. activist sees new opportunity for peace 

Cora Weiss wants the four ‘Rs’ — reading, writing, arithmetic and reconciliation — taught in every school around the world 



By Grant McCool 

Reuters 

NEW \ ORK — Longtime 
U.S. activist Cora Weiss, irre- 
pressible after four decades of 
and -war campaigning as con- 
flicts raged around the world, 
is leading a peace movement 
with a broad, idealistic agenda 
to abolish war and weapons in 
the 2 1st century. 

Weiss, best known for her 
opposition to nuclear weapons 
and the Vietnam War. has 
helped revive a 100-year-old 
movement, renamed the Hague 
Appeal for Peace, focused^un 
disarmament, international law 
and the search for ways to pre- 
vent wars. 

After the movement's mid- 
may conference in the Nether- 
lands. one idea Weiss hopes to 
spread to the United Nations, 
national governments and citi- 
zens groups is the concept of 
■'teaching peace” to children 
from the time they are toddlers. 

“You cannot expect people to 
be peaceful if you don’t teach 
them peace. It doesn’t come 
with your DNA. There’s no 
gene for peace,” Weiss .said in 
an interview in her office 
across the street from U.N. 
headquarters in New York. 

“I hope we are going to 
launch a campaign to introduce 
peace education as the fourth 
"R," she said, referring to the 


’three Rs:” reading, writing 
and arithmetic, taught in 
schools’. 

The fourth ‘R’ is for recon- 
ciliation,” she said with 
emphasis. 

And 1 want it to be required 
in ever}' school in the world.” 
The Hague Appeal for Peace 
Conference of mostly citizens 
o r ^ u ps and some government 
officials is among several 
intergovernmental meetings 
and events marking the cente- 
nary of the first Hague Peace 
Conference in 1S99. 

That conference was con- 
vened by Czar Nicholas II of 
Russia and helped develop 
international law. But as the 
20th century's history of two 
world wars and scores of 
regional conflicts attests, it 
failed to limit war and the 
increasingly destructive 
weapons used by combatants. 

Movement wants to give 
peace the last word 

Weiss said the May 11-15 
gathering would start “pro- 
grammes of action" to abolish 
nuclear weapons, implement 
the 1 v97 Ottawa Landmines 
Ban Treaty, ratify the 
International Criminal Court 
and highlight a new campaign 
to reduce trade in small arms. 

Nobel Peace Prize winners 
Desmond Tutu of South Africa, 


Rigoberta Menchu of 
Guatemala, John Hume of 
Northern Ireland and Jose 
Ramos'Horta of East Timor 
will sit down together in the 
Hague and discuss their roles 
in working toward resolving 
the conflicts in their countries. 

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan will also attend. Over 
the past decade the U.N. has 
convened conferences on food, 
women's rights, housing, the 
environment. sustainable 
development, population and 
human rights, but a U.N. con- 
ference on peace similar to the 
other events did not materi- 
alise. 

“There are plenty of people 
who really feel that it’s enough 
already, this has been a violent 
century, more people have 
been killed in wars than all 1 9 
centuries that came before” 
Weiss said. 

She said the conference 
wanted to complete the work 
of the first Hague gathering a 
century ago. “We can’t end this 
most violent, war-filled centu- 
ry on a note of war. You have 
to give peace the last word.” 

Although some of the goals 
of the Hague Appeal sound 
much like other modem peace 
campaigns, the movement 
believes the clean start of a 
new century will make a differ- 
ence. 

“There is this incredible sym- 


bolism. Most of us have never 
gone into a new century,” 
Weiss said. “It’s going to give 
eveiy single person on this 
earth a common bonding expe- 
rience.” Activists in the fields 
of human rights, the environ- 
ment and abolition of nuclear, 
chemical and biological 
weapons will attend the meet- 
ing. The Hague-based 
Internationa! Association of 
Lawyers Against Nuclear 
Arms, the Geneva-based 
International Peace Bureau and 

two U.S.-based groups, the 

International Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War and 
the World Federalist Move- 
ment, are the main pillars, with 
hundreds of smaller non- 
governmental organisations 
also participating. 

Grandchildren inspire 

activist to press her cause 

Weiss sometimes jokingly 
describes herself as a “Bronx 
housewife” and has the broad- 
voweled accent associated with 
that borough of New York City. 

The daughter of the late 
Samuel Rubin, founder of the 
Faberge Perfume Company 
and prominent philanthropist, 
she was pregnant when she 
embarked on her activist 
career. She worked with civil 
rights leader Martin Luther 
King Jr. in the 1950s and is 


married to Peter Weiss, an 
expert on international human 
rights law and a main propo- 
nent of the Hague Appeal for 
Peace. 

Now a grandmother in her 
mid-60s and brimming with 
optimism and vitality about her 
cause, she says her three chil- 
dren and four grandchildren 
have kept her inspired. 

“What keeps me going is my 
grandchildren,” Weiss said. 


reaching into her bag to bring 
out photographs of two boys 
and two girls. “I don’t want 
them to be killed. These are 
wonderful kids and that’s all 1 
need. To be reminded of them." 

While war. famine, dictator- 
ship and power struggles have 
wreaked havoc from Bosnia to 
Burundi. the indomitable 
activist savours a few moments 
when peace prevailed over 
conflict: “The end of the Viet- 


nam War tin 1975) was a great 
relief. (U.S. Secretary of State’) 
Madeleine Albright announc- 
ing the CTBT (Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty) over at the 
U.N.” She also cited the 
release of South African leader 
Nelson Mandela after 27 years 
in prison in 1990 and Britain’s 
decision that Chile's former 
milirary dictator Augusto 
Pinochet can be prosecuted for 
alleged human rights abuses. 


White House, Disney World get Millennium spirit 


I 


By GaB Applesoft 

Reuters 

NEW YORK — Sceptics say 
the predicted shortage of 
champagne for Millennium 
celebrations is just a faiiy tale, 
but Walt Disney thinks it will 
take more than magic to con- 
jure up the bubbly on New 
Years Eve and so do many oth- 
ers. including his hotel chains 
and the White House. 

Indeed. wineries and 
importers of high-end bubbly 
say they are busily working 
with key customers lo fiU 
orders now and predict sup- 
plies will start running out as 
early as summer. The concern 
is for wine made by the tradi- 
tional method ehampenuise in 
which the product is aged and 
fermented in its own bottle. 

Non-vintage wines in [hat 
category must age and ferment 
at least I S months before sale. 
Vintage sparkling wine and 
French champagne must age 
at least three years and top-of- 
the-line prestige w ines four to 
seven years. 

“We expect to be sold out by 
July,” said Jo> Sterling at Iron 
Horse Vineyards ot Sonoma 
County. California, which pro- 
duces vintage sparkling wines 
that are aged four to five years. 
She said the company's 
sparkling wine orders were 
already up 100 per cent by the 
end of February. 

Iron Horse hits been chosen 


to supply a 1994 vintage 
sparkling wine for White 
House Millennium celebra- 
tions. The special label will 
show two American eagles 
with the words: “Inspired by 
the excitement and promise of 
the Millennium.” The cuvee 
will debut in April at a White 
House dinner for 900 people 

— including 40 heads of state 

— celebrating NATO’s 50th 
anniversary. Sterling said Iron 
Horse will make MX) cases of 
special cuvee for the White 
House, although plans have 
not been finalised for when 
and w here it will be served. 

No wine cellar 

at White House 

‘There is no 'vine cellar at 
the White House,” said Chief 
Usher Gary Walters, whose 
office is involved in ordering 
wine for presidential events. 
He said not all millennium- 
related events have been 
planned. 

“We buy as necessary ... we 
prefer to buy it and use it, 
rather than store it.” 

In contrast. Walt Disney 
world resorts, owned by Waft 
Disney Co., started planning 
sparkling wine needs at least 
two years ago when it chose a 
special Iron Horse cuvee to be 
served at its restaurants in 
Orlando and on its Walt Dis- 
ney cruises. 

The cuvee will have a spe- 


cial label that says “MiHenm- 
um Faiiy Tale Cuvee,” flecked 
with gold pixie dusL 

New Yoik's Schieffelin & 
Somerset Co., importer and 
marketer of Meet & Chandon 
Champagne, including Dom 
Perignon, tells a similar stray. 

Bernard PriDon, rice presi- 
dent of marketing for the 
group, said he started planning 
for increased demand as early 
as 1996 and has been .meeting 
with key accounts io make 
sure they were prepared. 

“Around September that 
will be the end of it," he said of 
both non-rintage and vintage 
champagne at Schieffelin & 
Somerset, a joint venture 
between LMVH Moet Hen- 
nessy, Louis Mutton and Dia- 
geo. Moet & Chandon is a unit 
of LMVH. 

Patrick Charpentier. market- 
ing director for Charles Heid- 
sieek Champagnes, which is 
owned by Remy Cointreau, 
agreed that there has been a 
strong increase in shipenents 
for export markets, especially 
in the United States. 

“Nobody can tell what will 
happen but foe current trend 
will probably force cham- 
pagne houses to prioritise mar- 
kets and customers,” be said. 

Trend toward “phenomenal 
sales” trade publications have 
reported increased U.S. 
demand Fra* example. Sooo- 
ma-based Mine Business 
Monthly said last month that 


eastern states are seeing a trend 
toward “phenomenal sales” in 
champagne and other 
sparkling wine and most retail- 
ers agreed there will likely be 
shortages in high-end bub- 
blies. 

There will also be more than 
a 19 per cent rise in demand 
fra champagne globally from 
1998 to 1999 as part of millen- 
nium celebrations. Datamoni- 
torPlc. reported in December 

“Although some of the vin- 
tage champagnes have been 
bought up, the great majority 
of consumers have yet to buy 
their supplies for new year 
1999.” foe British market 
research group said “This 
increase in demand outstrips 
all other drinks categories by a 
long margin and could result in 
shortages.” 

The Ritz-Cariton in Laguna 
Niguel, California, is taking no 
chances. Suzanne Willis, 
director of public relations, 
said foe hotel specifically 
wanted foe 1990 vintage Dom 
Perignon and began buying 
extra bottles each month over 
the last 2-1/2 years. 

“We now have Z000 bottles 
of Dom Perignon stored safe 
and secure for the big night-” 

Philip Kendall, rice presi- 
dent fra food and beverage at 
Chicago-based Hyatt Hotels 
Cotp.. said he began buying 
extra vintage and non-rintage 
champagne last year. 

“I think it (the shortage) is 


real. High-end items are 
already going up in price and 
there certainly is a scarcity in 
vintage champagne.” 

But others remain sceptical 
about an overall shortage, 
including Gerard Van 
Grinsven, rice president for 
food and beverage operations 
at Atlanta-based Ritz-Cariton 
Hotel Crap. 

While individual hotels such 
as Laguna Niguel, can place 
separate orders, the chain itself 
is not siockpiling- 
Van Grinsven said he 
believes champagne price 
increases are just a way to grab 
attention and get more people 
to buy bubbly. 

Ritz-Cariton is owned by 
Marriott International Inc. 

Danny Thames, beverage 
director at the New York 
restaurant group, which owns 
restaurants in New York. 
Miami Beach, Chicago, New 
Orleans and Las Vegas includ- 
ing the Smith & Wollensky 
Steakhouses. agreed ‘The 
prices went up because there 
has been so much hoopla," he 
said adding that foe restaurant 
group had to pass along foe 
increase to customers by tak- 
ing the price of Dom Perignon 
from $99 per bottle to $ 169. 

T can’t wait until 2000 
when I can get deals on the 
leftovers,” he said 


NATO rejects Milosevic overture to 
end air strikes against Yugoslavia 


U.N. panel 
advises 

• ‘intrusive’ Iraq 
inspections 

(Continued from page 1 ) 

Celso Amorim. Brazil n 
U.N. ambassador wix» headed 
foe disarmament panel, '•aid 
the objective was to explore 
alternatives "dial might 
enlarge the scope of political 
options for the Security Coun- 
cil, and 1 think it did just that. 

Amorim, who spoke 10 
reporters after giving the 
report to Annan, chairs two 
other panels set up by the 
^ council on Iraq; on humanitar- 
ian problems and on compen- 
sation to prisoner* and proper- 
ty seized by during Baghdad s 
1990 occupation of Kuwait. 

’ He said die council could 
take up all three ref** 1 * mjS 
early us next week. 

The disarmament report 
said that Iraq's prohibited 
arms could be checked by 
combining the current inspec- 
tion aruf monitoring P*> 
grammes. , . , 

But bv noting that Iraq had 
not disclosed the full scope ^ 
a, its programtnev. particular!} 
r on biological weapons, foe 
report recognised that disar- 
mament was not complete. 


(Continued from page 1) 

NATO sources said U-S. 
A- 1 U lunkbuster planes, 
known as Wurthogs, were 
penetrating Yugoslavia's 
hall -crippled air defence 
system and had hit Serb 
tanks in Kosovo. 

Air raid sirens rang 
through Belgrade shortly 
after ~ Primakov left the 
city, although the all clear 
sounded a few hours later, 
with no strikes reported 
around the city. An angry 
crowd of about 100 Serbs 
had earlier attacked the 
shuttered U.S. embassy, 
McDonald’s restaurants 
and other Western targets 
io protest against a week 
of intensive NATO bomb- 
ins. 

NATO ambassadors 
meanwhile met in restrict- 
ed se>sion to decide 
whether ro escalate the air 
attack* on Yugoslavia. 

The allies were weigh- 
ins whether they must 
now “ratchet up the price 
dramatically ’ for Milose- 
vic by authorising attacks 
on his army and police 
throughout the country, a 
senior NATO diplomat 


said. 

NATO spokesman Jamie 
Shea said the situation in 
Kosovo, where Yugoslav 
forces had caused 1 1 8,000 
ethnic Albanians to flee in 
the past week, resembled 
“a modem-day great ter- 
ror" — an apparent refer- 
ence to reign of terror 
under Stalin in the Soviet 
Union. 

The southern Serbian 
province’s second city of 
Pec, with a population of 
100,000, had been “almost 

totally destroyed,” Shea 
said, and thousands of eth- 
nic Albanians from the 
town of Prizren had been 
put on a forced march 
towards the Albanian bor- 
der. 

. Residents of Kosovo’s 
capital Pristina, reached 
by telephone, said parts of 
the city were in flames on 
Tuesday as Serbian forces 
attacked ethnic Albanian 
neighbourhoods. 

Belgrade says its mili- 
tary activities in Kosovo 
are only a response to 
aggression from NATO 
and ethnic Albanian guer- 
rillas. 

The state news agency 


Tanjug listed several 
places in Kosovo on Tues- 
day where it said its forces 
had repelled rebel attacks 
overnight and other media 
said if leading Kosovo 
Albanians really had been 
killed, the rebels were 
probably to blame. 

Macedonia drastically 
slowed the entry of thou- 
sands of ethnic Albanian 
refugees, effectively clos- 
ing its main border cross- 
ing to those fleeing chaos 
in Kosovo, aid agencies 
said. 

In Geneva, the United 
Nations Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) accused Ser- 
bian forces of carrying out 
ethnic cleansing and said 
more than a quarter of 
Kosovo's two million pop- 
ulation could be forced 
out. 

Representatives of the 
separatist guerrilla Koso- 
vo Liberation Army 
(KLA) asserted in Geneva 
that Yugoslav forces and 
Serb militias had killed 
thousands of civilians in 
the province. 

The Vienna-based 
International Helsinki 
Federation (THF) human 


rights group said Serbian 
forces had surrounded 
Pristina, trapping its large- 
ly ethnic Albanian popula- 
tion and executing several 
local leaders. 

French Defence Minister 
Alain Richard told the 
national assembly in Paris 
that the air strikes had 
destroyed more than half 
of Serbia’s air power and 
defences. 

The NATO spokesman 
said alliance aircraft had 
come up against “very 
well orchestrated and 
dynamic” tactical air 
defences but had hit a spe- 
cial police barracks in 
Pristina. 

Serbian radio said 
Yugoslav gunners shot 
down two NATO planes 
early on Tuesday, one 
south of the Montenegro 
capital Podgorica and 
another over the southern 
Serbian town of Vranje. 

Western military spokes- 
men denied any planes 
had been lost. 

NATO has acknowl- 
edged only the crash of a 
U.S.F-1 17 Stealth bomber 
on Saturday. 


British Argentines: 

An odd memory of empire 


By Jason Webb 

Reuters 

BUENOS AIRES — It is 
tea-time and foe white-clad 
cricketers at the Hurlingham 
Country Club are chatting in 
their mix of Spanish obscen- 
ities and South African 
sounding English. 

Olive-skinned . waiters, 
mystified by the most Eng- 
lish of games, serve tea and 
rich pastries in foe omate 
club house on the Argentine 
Pampas as foe players — 
bom and bred in Argentina 
aside from foe odd expatriate 
— talk about spin bowling 
and maidens, googlies and 
ducks. 

Britain's Prince Charles, 
visiting Argentina, would 
feel perfectly at home — as 
long as no one explained the 
genital origins of Argentine 
swear words that riddle the 
conversation. 

A peculiar leftover of a 
once far-flung empire, thou- 
sands of British in Argentina 
hold fast to the language and 
customs of their grandfathers 
and great-grandfathers. 
Some get married wearing 
kilts, otheis have Shake- 
spearean readings or eat 
steamed Christmas pudding 
in Buenos Aires’ sweltering 
heaL 

Perhaps no other country 
beyond foe bounds of foe old 
British empire received so 
many British immigrants 
and has been so marked by 
their presence. You can 
lunch on roast beef and 
Yorkshire pudding at the 
London Grill and stroll past 
Harrods department store, 
once the jewel of Buenos 
Aires but now an abandoned 
hulk, on your way to the 
grand stations the British 
built for foe trains out to sub- 
urbs called Wilde or Ban- 
field. 

Forgiven after 

small invasion 

The British came to build 
foe railways, run shipping 
agencies and oversee vast 
sheep or beef estanrias. They 
have long been foigiven for 
a short-lived British military 
attempt to seize Buenos 
Aires at foe beginning of the 
I9fo century. 

A small colony of Welsh, 
fleeing English domination, 
also established itself in the 
windy wastes of Patagonia. 
But that is another story. 

The railway workers intro- 
duced soccer, which com- 
petes with looking good as 
Argentina’s national obses- 
sion. Alumni, one of foe first 
Argentina soccer teams, 
once fielded a team in which 
10 out of foe 1 1 players were 
named Brown. 

Except for a few years 
after foe Falklands war. 


which Argentina lost to 
Britain in 19S2. non-British 
Argentines are also fond of 
indulging in sometimes 
corny Anglophilia. For a 
while, no Argentine business 
office seemed complete 
without a fox hunting print 

Some in the older' genera- 
tion of a British community 
thought, to number about 
'“lriO’OOCj still speak Spanish 
with an accent But distance 
and intermarriage are doing 
their work and foe Anglo- 
Argentines are slowly being 
absorbed into the broader, 
Spanish-speaking communi- 
ty in this nation of 35 mil- 
lion. 

“Our children are no 
longer quite as Anglo as we 
are.” said John Hardman, 
headmaster of St Andrew's 
Scots School, which at 161 
years is not only the most 
prestigious private school in 
Argentina but also foe oldest 

Students at St Andrew’s 
speak English in only 50 per 
cent in their classes since foe 
law demands they speak 
Spanish at least lialf the time. 
They are expected to read 
Shakespeare in English at 13 
years, after absorbing the 
complicated Argentine 
author Jorge Luis Borges in 
Spanish at 12. 

Blue-eyed and blond- 
haired, with no apparent 
Latin blood despite family 
roots in Argentina stretching 
back to the 1 820s. Hardman 
is a typical Anglo- Argentine. 

It is as if the British were 
being cunningly played by a 
dedicated troupe of German 
actors, lying low in Argenti- 
na for years boning up on old 
copies of Biggies and Oliver 
Twist to make their imper- 
sonation perfect They look 
right they sound right they 
dress right ... but something 
is wrong. 

They don't laugh 

at the same jokes 

Andrew Graham- Yooll. a 
well-known Anglo-Argen- 
tine writer, says real Brits 
can immediately expose the 
South American version by 
telling a joke and seeing if 
the suspect laughs. 

“The British sense of irony 
would probably work 50 per 
cent of foe time with the 
Anglo-Argentine, but only 
50 per cent of foe time.” said 
Graham- Yooll, an editor on 
the English-language news- 
paper foe Buenos Aires Her- 
ald. 

He had plenty of time to 
realise how un-British he 
really was when 1 forced to 
flee Argentina after threats 
and attempts on his life 
under the 1976-83 military 
dictatorship. 

• The relative peace of the 
land of his Scottish forefa- 
thers was a welcome discov- 


ery then. “It meant sleeping 
with both eyes shut at night. 
You weren’t always worry- 
ing about foe car that was 
slowing down in front of 
your front door he said. 

More than other immigrant 
groups in Argentina, the 
British clung to their old 
ways. Not only did they have 
more money than most new- 
comers when they arrived in 
foe 19th century and at the 
beginning of this century, 
they also came at a time 
when imperial arrogance led 
them to disdain non-British 
customs. 

They preferred to stay on 
foe profitable outskirts of a 
turbulent society in a century 
when Argentina shot to rich- 
es, then slumped to ruin as it 
was rocked by four military 
coups. 

“The British community 
have always avoided politics 
like foe pox. They come out 
at birth inoculated against 
politics,” said Graham- 
Yooll. 

British shaken 
but not stirred 

Hardman agrees, pointing 
out that Sl Andrew’s stu- 
dents rise to prominence in 
business, not in public life. 

The populist upheaval that 
swept Argentine under Gen. 
Juan Peron from the late 
1940s included the nationali- 
sation of British-owned rail- 
ways and the end of foe 
British grip on foe huge beef 
trade. However, foe British 
community emerged shaken 
but not stirred, and deter- 
mined to push on as before. 

But their links to Britain 
were being eroded. A more 
violent cut came in 1982 
when the military dictator- 
ship tried to recapture the 
islands Argentines call the 
Malvinas. 

“The Falklands war had 
strange effects, which took a 
long time to be noticed. 
Anglo- Argentines had to 
deride where they 
belonged” said Graham- 
Yooll. 

Increasingly, foe place 
where they belong is 
Argentina. 

Most of the pupils al St, 
Andrew’s, like those ar 100 
other English-language 
schools in Argentina, are no 
longer of British descent. 
But foe graduates are still 
saluted by bagpipes, they 
sail play rugby and read the 
English metaphysical poets. 

The British as a separate 
community in Argentina are 
dying out 

“Their numbers are not 
enough,” Graham- Yooll 
said, but some regret their 
passing. ‘They represent a 
sense of decency and hon- 
esty which Argentina would 
not have without them.” 
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EU sees growth slowing sharply 
this year and rebounding in 2000 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Growth of the European 
economy will be sharply 
weaker this year than had 
been expected but will 
rebound to 2.7 per cent next 
year, the European Com- 
mission forecast Tuesday. 

The euro-zone economy 
would grow by 22 per cent 
this year instead of by 2.6 
per cent forecast by the 
commission in the autumn, 
and the economy of all 15 
European Union (ELD 
countries would grow this 
year by 2.1 per cent instead 
of 2.4 per cent. 

But next year both the 
euro-zone and the EU. 
would achieve growth of 

2.7 per cent, the commis- 
sion said in its spring fore- 
casts. 

The commission down- 
graded its forecast for 
growth in Germany from 
2.2 per cent to 1 .7 per cent, 
in France to 2.3 per cent 
from 2.6 per cent and in 
Italy to 1.6 per cent from 
2.1 percent. 

The commission saw an 


improvement in public 
deficits in the euro zone and 
of unemployment in the 
EU, but warned that infla- 
tion would rise in the euro 
zone and in the EU in 2000. 

EU Monetary Affairs 
Commissioner Yves- 
Thibault de Silguy toid the 
European Parliament: “The 
slowing of growth will be 
limited and temporary.’' 

He said: “Negative factors 
in 1999 will be more than 
matched by positive fac- 
tors" and this would lead to 
an increase of growth in 
2000. 

De Silguy added that one 
of the negative factors was 
a decline of 0.4 points in 
external demand and a 
slowing of investment in 
equipment 

But among positive fac- 
tors this year were a 2.6 per 
cent increase of private 
consumption, an increase of 

1 .7 per cent of public con- 
sumption, a 3.5 per cent 
increase of investment in 
construction and a “gradual 
recovery of the world econ- 


omy.” 

The economy of the Unit- 
ed States was expected to 
show growth of 2,7 per cent 
this year, falling to 2.2 per 
cent in 2000. 

Ireland would continue to 
have the strongest growth 
in the euro zone, of 9.3 per 
cent, followed by Finland 
with 3.7 per cent. Spain 3.3 
per cent and Luxembourg 
and Portugal 32 per cent. 

But the Netherlands and 
Austria, would see growth 
of 2.3 per cent and Belgium 
1.9 per cent. 

Outside the euro zone, 
Britain would achieve 
growth of 1.1 per cent, 
Denmark 1.7 per cent, Swe- 
den 2.2 per cent and Greece 
3.4 per cent 

Public deficits in the euro 
zone would continue to fall 
to 1.9 per cent of output in 

1999 and 1.7 per cent in 

2000 from 2.1 per cent in 
1998. the commission said 
in its spring estimates. 

Unemployment in all 15 
EU countries was set to fall 
this year and next. 


The rate of unemploy- 
ment would be 9.6 per cent 
this year, from 10.0 per cent 
in 199S. and 9.2 per cent 
next year, and in the euro 
zone the rate would be 10.4 
per cent in 1999 and 9.9 per 
cent in 2000. 

In 1998 the EU economy 
had created 1 .7 million jobs 
and was expected to create 
2.5 million jobs in the next 
two years, to make a total 
Of about 4.2 milli on from 
1998 to 2000. 

In 1998, the number of 
people employed in the EU 
had increased by 1. 1 per 
cent, or by the biggest 
amount since 1990, and this 
pattern should continue, but 
at a slower rate, for the next 
two years. 

In die euro zone, inflation 
would be 1.2 per cent this 
year and 1.5 per cent in 
2000. and in the EU it 
would be 1.3 per cent this 
year from an estimated fig- 
ure of 1.5 per cent in 1998, 
and in 2000 it would rise 
slightly to 1.6 per cent 


North Korea 
urges more 
effort to boost 
economy 

TOKYO (R) — North Korea 
sad Tuesday its people should 
step up efforts and "ride at a can- 
tef to deal with the country's 
ecoflomic hardships. The Kore- 
an Central News Agency 
(KCNA). monitored in Tokyo, 
said that due to difficulties 
brought on by natural disasters 
and shortages, the nation now 
demanded its people work St a 
high pitch, as they did in the late 
1950s. “Korea is now now suf- 
fering from shortage of every- 
thing owing to the imperialists 7 
isolation and suffocation moves 
and consecutive years of natural 
disaster,” it said. "The reality of 
Korea, winch starred long strides 
to build a powerful nation, calls 
upon the entire people to ride at 
a canter on a steed," KCNA 
svVWi Noting that great efforts 
have been made to normalise 
production and put die economy 
as a whole back on track, it said 
that this was reminiscent of the 
post-Korean war period of the 
late 1950s, when tire people 
“tightened their belt an d 
wrought miracles.** 


Japan’s unemployment 

rate hits record high 


Yeltsin: Russia is stuck in disfigured transitional 
state between planned and market economies 


MOSCOW (R) — Russ- 
ian President Boris 
Yeltsin Tuesday backed 
efforts to cut the crush- 
ing weight of foreign 
debt on his nation and 
said the path of market 
reforms was still the cor- 
rect one. 

In the texr of his annu- 
al report to the two 
chambers of parliament 
Yeltsin also said Russia 
was stuck in a “disfig- 
ured transitional state” 
between the planned and 
market economies and 
said reforms should con- 
tinue. 

Yeltsin said the August 
1998 crisis, when the 
previous government 
had to abandon the poli- 


cy of a strong rouble as 
well as freezing domes- 
tic debt, had made the 
foreign debt problem 
acute. 

“With joint efforts, all 
the' institutions of state 
power must do all possi- 
ble successfully to con- 
clude talks on the coun- 
try’s foreign debt and 
restructure the liabilities 
over as Ions a period as 
possible.” Yeltsin said. 

“In this respect, it is 
not just a question of the 
problems of 1999 but of 
approximately the fol- 
lowing 10 years,” he said 
in the report, which pro- 


vided the basis of a 
speech he made to the 
members of parliament 

The government has 
said it wanted to restruc- 
ture about SI 00 billion 
of debt it had inherited 
from the Soviet Union, 
including a write-off of 
some of the loans. 

Yeltsin defended the 
market reforms 

launched after the col- 
lapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 and said 
they were not to blame 
for the crisis that has hit 
the country. 

“The course taken in 
1991 of a root and 
branch reform of the 
Russian economy, the 
creation and develop- 
ment of market institu- 
tions, the gradual enter- 
ing into the world sys- 
tem was and remains 
correct,” Yeltsin said. 

‘Tt is not the market 
economy we should 
blame in Russia’s cur- 
rent difficulties, but our 
disfigured transitional 
system, which is stuck 
halfway between a 
planned and market 
economy,” he empha- 
sised. 

“While keeping the 
general strategic direc- 
tion, it is necessary to 
correct the method of 
carrying out economic 


reforms, to register and 
correct the mistakes 
which have been made,” 
he added. 

He criticised the lack 
of competition, inade- 
quate bankruptcy laws, 
widespread barter and 
money surrogates in 
payments between firms 
and low government rev- 
enues. 

Yeltsin said the faults 
of the 1999 budget had 
already become appar- 
ent. “In such circum- 
stances, it is possible 
that we will have to use 
the corresponding provi- 
sions of the law about 
the budget and correct it 
even' quarter.” 

The 1999 budget pro- 
vides for 30 per cent 
annual inflation and is 
based on an average 21.5 
roubles per dollar rate. 

The central bank set its 
official Tuesday rou- 
ble/dollar rate at 24.20. 
Inflation was 8.5 per 
cent in January and 4.1 
per cent in February for 
year-on-year rates of 
97.2 per cent and 103.3 
per cent respectively. 

Meanwhile, Russian 
First Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Yun Maslyukov has 
criticised the impact of 
economic liberalisation. 

“I think all industries 
are currently in the 


E rocess of collapsing,” 
faslyukov told 

reporters through an 
interpreter. 

Maslyukov was 

responding to a question 
in Tokyo on how he saw 
the current state of the 
Russian economy. 

Maslyukov, a commu- 
nist and deputy prime 
minister in charge of 
financial and economic 
affairs, said price liberal- 
isation had “destructed” 
not only manufacturing 
industries but agricultur- 
al industries as welL 
“I support market 
economy, it is neces- 
sary,” Maslyukov 

said.”But it is impossible 
to move from a con- 
trolled economy to a 
market economy in one 
year” 

Russia had industries 
with the potential to sup- 
port the nation’s trou- 
bled economy, but the 
government had not pri- 
oritised such potentially 
healthy industries which 
in turn had caused the 
nation’s productivity to 
drop by 60 per cent, 
Maslyukov said. 

“Only the government 
has the effect of rational- 
ising industries” 

Maslyukov said. 

He said the Russian 
government’s medium- 


term economic pro- 
gramme to be 
announced in mid-April 
would clarify’ the areas 
in which the government 
would strengthen its role 
as Russia stuffs to a mar- 
ket economy. 

Maslyukov also said 
he supported the launch- 
ing of a Russian devel- 
opment bank, despite 
opposition from the 
World Bank. 

“Given the economic 
conditions of the Russ- 
ian economy. I believe it 
is an indispensable insti- 
tution,” Maslyukov said. 

“A governmental 
financial institution 
would be able to solve 
problems which cannot 
be solved by private 
financial institutions,” 
he said, citing examples 
such as the transporta- 
tion and energy indus- 
tries. 

Russia was mulling the 
launch of a development 
bank which would help 
finance investment pro- 
jects for Russian indus- 
try, as well as participate 
in die restructuring of 
industries and of major 
debts owned by enter- 
prises to the federal bud- 
get. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
un employment rate climbed to 
a record high point of 4.6 per 
cent in February. officials said 
Tuesday, as Tokyo warned that 
the economy could mm down 
ggain. 

The number of people unem- 
ployed climbed to 3.13 million 
in February, an increase of 
670,000 from the figure a year 
earlier and the highest number 
since records began in 1953, 
die Management and Coordi- 
nation Agency said. 

Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi said the unemploy- 
ment rare was “severe." 

“More efforts most be made 
for improvement” in the labour 
market, he told reporters. 

As Japanese firms begin 
much-needed restructuring 
programmes, with giants like 
Sony Corp. and NEC Cap. 
imposing heavy staff cuts, so 
job conditions are likely to 
worsen in coming months. 

Japanese truckmaker Hino 
Motors Ltd. gave an indication 
of whar was to come, saying it 
would cut 1.000 jobs because 
of poor sales in southeast Asia. 

Hino, which is 20 per cent 
owned by Toyota Motor Corp., 
said h would cut 1,000 jobs, 
some 10 per cent of its work- 
force, by March 2000 through 
natural attrition and early 
retirement. 

The truckmaker said it was 
now facing a parent net loss of 
35.6 billion yen ($300 million) 
in the financial year ending this 
month, against a 3.6 billion yen 
profit last year. 

■TVe know for sure rhai.cor- 
poraie earnings remain weak 
and that labour market condi- 
tions remain poor. These are 
problematic." Finance Minister 
Kiichi Mivazawa said. 

With the country still stuck 
in its worst post-war recession, 
people will remain reluctant to 
spend while they fear losing 
their jobs. "Whfa no recovery in 
consumer spending, a revival 
of growth win be delayed yet 
further 

January’s jobless rate was 
4.4 percent with a record high 
number then out of wink. 
Some economists warn unem- 
ployment will climb over five 
per cent this year. 

Japanese ministers on Thes- 
day took a more pessimistic 
lone about the future of their 
economy, in sharp contrast to 
the bullish promises of grow* 
Tokyo has issued in recent 
weeks. 

“The economy’s resilience is 
very weak," said a downbeat 
Taichi Sakaiya, head of the 
Economic Hanning Agency. 

Economic data for February 
was worse than expected, he 
said. 

Industrial output slumped 
0.6 per cent and retail sales sfid 
a heavy 2.7 per cent, the trade 


ministry said Monday, 

The economy could “deteri- 
orate near-term” once a gain, 
Sakaiya warned. 

February’s jobless raie for 
rrxTi came in a 1 4.7 per cent 
against 4.6 per cent for 
women, bo* record high fig- 
ures and worse than expected. 

Worst hit were young men. 
particularly those working in 
die manufacturing and con- 
struction industries. 

“The upward trend of the 

unemployment rate should 
continue as restructuring in ihe 
corporate sector is far from 
complete," said Peter Morgan, 
economist at HSBC Securities. 

“Weak labour markets will 
be a drag on consumption for 
quite a while.” he added. 

The Japanese government 
Monday held the first meeting 
of a new advisory council 
which will suggest ideas io 
revive industry and discussed 
how to cut excess capacity. 

The labour ministry said in a 
separate report that the ratio of 
job openings for job seekers in 
February was 0.49. unchanged 
from January. Thar means 
few er than one in two job seek- 
ers was able to find a job in the 
month, with 49 jobs offered for 
every 100 job seekers. 

‘The worsening labour mar- 
ker is a direct result of die 
economy sliding into recession 
with the Bank of Japan unable 
to substantially cut interest 
rates." said Andrew Shipley, 
economist at Schraders in 
Tokyo. 

The central bank mild in the 
past cut rates to lower the cost 
of borrowing for straggling 
firms. Now with short-term 
rares already’ close to zero little 
more can be done, forcing 
firms to cut staff. 

“The economy has not gen- 
erated jobs since Januarv 
1998.” he said. 

Meanwhile, analysts say that 
despite the bullish words oF 
Japan's leaders, the world's 
second largest economy is still 
straggling to pick itself up 
from its worst postwar reces- 
sion. 

Rar weeks, Japanese politi- 
cians have been trying to con- 
vince the markets that their tw o 
huge stimulus packages and a 
bank recapitalisation pro- 
gramme will be enough to pull 
the country back into growth. 

But earlier this month, Tokyo 
admitted the economy shrank 

2.8 per cent in 1998, its worst 
postwar fall dragged down by 
an unexpectedly poor perfor- 
mance in the last three months 
of the year. 

Although some economists 
point to the beginning of a 
recovery, others are far more 
pessimistic. 

Last month, U.S. Deputy 
Treasury Secretary Lawrence 
Summers warned that despite 


Tokyo's efforts, the fama- may 
not be rosy. 

“If anything, the uncertain- 
ties facing the economy have 
inercasedand growth foreeatf s 
have been revised further 
downward." he noted. 

The Economic Planning 
Acencv aim bu led the slowing 
of the economy in the three 
months to December to poor 
c.xporiv. hurl by tire strong yen. 

Even though the central bunk 
has pushed down shrrt-jcrm 
interest rates, Shipley said 
more must be done. 

“Collapsing private demand 
is not being sufficiently offset 
bv the policy tools implement- 
ed to date” he said. 

*The government conceded 
thai a major hindrance to net 
export growth was the strong 
ven. The central bank should 
put a priority on drying long- 
term rates down to reduce the 
cost of capital tor firms facing 
severe deflationary pressure.” 
he added. 

At its latest policy meeting 
the central bank kept rates 
unchanged. 

Nevertheless Tokyo's stock 
market has surged :n the past 
week, thanks to a major ci’Tpo- 
raie restructuring plan at Sony 
Corp. and the coming into play 
of a bank recapitalisation pro- 
gramme. 

Recently, the Financial 
Reconstruction Commission, 
charged with handling the 
banking crisis, approved a 
7.459.2 billion yen »S61 bil- 
lion > cash injection into 15 of 
Japan's top hanks. 

Hakuo Yanagisawa. head of 
the commission, said it meant 
the banks’ bad loan disposal 
was “basically completed.” a 
point hotly denied by most 
analysts. 

It is likely banks will now 
come under political pressure 
to increase their lending, par- 
ticularly to smaller firms. 

But swelling their loan port- 
folios would not help a fragile 
banking industry recover, said 
Yoshiyufci Mitsuei. a director 
ai Standard and Poor's m 
Tokyo. 

.And the banking industry 
holds the key to a recovery for 
the rest of the economy. 

“Probably the government 
will try to give a signal to 
banks to loan but the politi- 
cians are noi so familiar with 
financial issues” he told .AFP. 

“We still think they are 
undercapitalised.” he added. 
Another round of cash injec- 
tions will be needed for some 
by this nme next year. 

’Certainly some banks will 
need some external support 
unless they go under but as for 
the good ones it will depend on 
how their loan portfolio gt'es," 
he said 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne 


Robert WDdams 


ACROSS 
1 Stumble . 

5 Desert plants 

10 Port; product 

14 Atmosphere 

15 So to be heard 

10 German river 

17 Fruity dessert 

19 Female relative 

20 Inoperative 

21 wanderer 

23 Nightclub 

26 Part-time 
athlete 

27 Wild ass 

28 Capital of 
Lesotho 

29 'Peanuts" . 
character 

30 Post fresh 
troops 

31 Banned 
Insecticide's 
letters 

34 Middle East 
sultanate 

35 Full of lather 

36 Smell 

37 Took off 

38 StiJI places in 
rivers 

39 illegal . 
contribution . 

.40 Scrubs, as a 
mission 

42 “The Day the 
Earth Stood 
Still' star 

43 Unemployed 

45 Coats of fur 

46 List of lapses 

47 Carved pole 

48 Claim on 
income 

49 Fruity dessert 

54 Plumbing woe 

55 Send packing 

56 Focal point 

57 GM make 

58 Rustlers last 
rope 

59 River duck 

DOWN 

1 Light knock 

2 Think better 
afterward 

3 A Gershwin 

4 Carry heat 

5 Tent occupant 
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By Xu LatDmore 

Rosemont, PA 

6 Alaska resident 

7 Stable 
yomgster 

8 Bathroom 
fixture 

9 So tt would 
seem 

10 Coastal breeze 

11 Fiufty dessert 

12 Doubleday of 
baseball 

13 Paris subway 

18 Rabbits' kin 

22 Portent 

23 Redden 

24 Inner self 

25 Fruity dessert 

26 Actress Emma . 

28 Three squares 

a day 

30 Underground 
growth 

32 The Many 

Loves of 

GJIlte- 

33 Elders and 
aiders 

35 Abandoned 

36 Beautify 

38 Dove or Frost 


H 0 Q 0 Q 0 B 0 QB 00 Q 
□□□□ ojann 00000 
00130 0000 00000 
□000000000000 
000 00HH0D 

0Q0 0D0OB00 ana 

00000 O0BO QBHO 
00 D 000000000 B 00 
0000 0000 00(300 
0 O 0 0 O 000 DH OEJ 0 
HBE 3 OI 30 □□□ 
0 D 000 DEHD 000 H 0 
O 00 DO 00 O 0 000 ED 
00 O 00 O 000 0 D 00 
0 O 000 0000 0(900 


(CtflwmouaB UMM Sank**. IK. 
mmn tt 


38 Brazifian 

port 

41 Fill tithe 

42 Redecorate the 
bathroom 

43 Cafeteria 
dessert 

44 Window on a 
corbel 


45 Ends of the 
Earth? 

47 Secretarial 
mistake 

50 Outer pref. 

51 The Bel/s* 
poet 

52 Actress Lupino 

53 Moray 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


/ W: \[l- WAS-? 
/ WER&lY 1/ HIDING 
• HERE / UNDER 
l YESTERDAY / 1 MY BED 


T DON TTHINK — 
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I’M A TRAYBJNG \ /rTT\ 
•SALESMAN AND I’M *5^.1 
1 HOMESICK/ CAN VOU / J 
MAKE ME PEEL / l 
^ AT HOME? ./ T^. 
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, S tCPPy £665,0010 7 
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“If * 9° first, hide a cell phone in 

so S an caI1 y° u collect 
from Heaven if I need anything.” 


THAT scrambled word game 

by Henri and Mike Argirion 


l L *n’-M he nice ;o 
be *e boss’s kid 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square. 
to form four ordina ry words 

KEJYR I 




J 

r 

=OTOA 



TT" 


VERROF 
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Higher sales fail to improve profitability of Ready 
Mix Concrete and Construction Supplies Co. 


** DESPITE A 17 per cent increase in sales last 
year, die Ready Mix Concrete and Construction 
Supplies Company was nor able to maintain the 
net profit it posted in 1997 because of stiff com- 
petition. Board Chairman Makram AJami told the 
general assembly meeting that after tax net pm, fit 
amounted to JD3I5.000 in 199$ compared to 
JD3 18,000 in 1997. Sales last year totalled JD6.S6 
million while in 1997 sales stood at JD5.8 million. 
Alami attributed the decline in net profit to a 10 
per cent drop in the number of licensed buildin® 
at the Engineers Association, the increase in the 
number of comped tors, the setting up of new 
branches of some existing companies and the 
adverse economic situation prevailing in the 
Kingdom. “The stiff competition has lowered 
prices and negatively affected the volume of sales 
and the profit,” Alami said. 

Outlining the achievements of the company dur- 
ing 1998, Alami said that two new branches were 
opened in btrid and the Dead Sea area in addition 
to the main office in Amman and the other two 
branches in Zanqa and Aqaba. He added that the 
firm received the ISO 9002 certificate with a 


strong support from the Industrial Development 
Bank. In addition, the company started supplying 
the market with various types of bricks after open- 
ing a new pliant in mid 1998. The plant received 
full recognition from the Investment Promotion 
Corporation to consider the plant as an investment 
project enjoying full exemption as stipulated in the 
investment promotion law. On the financial si de, 
Alami said the company's all branches and the 
brick factory carried an investment value of 
around JD5.1 million and employed a total of 100 
employees. Total assets stood at JD5.0 million of 
which JD3.76 million were fixed assets. Total 
assets ai the end of 1997 was JD4.7 million. Net 
shareholders equity increased from JD3.1 million 
in 1997 to JD3.4 million at the end of 1998 where- 
as current liabilities stayed at the same level of 
JD1.3 million. Finally, net profit before tax stood 
at JD339.000 (JD377.000 in 19971. The general 
assembly concluded its ordinary meeting by 
approving the distribution of dividends at a rate of 
seven per cent noting that the total of dividends 
payable at the end of last year was JD355.000 
compared to JD496.000 at the end of 1997 


Specialised Investments Company generates 
small profit despite large volume of assets 


** ALTHOUGH THE total assets of the 
Specialised Investments Jordanian Company 
readied JD6.7 million at the end of 1998 com- 
pared fo JD4.9 million at the end of 1997. the 
firm generated a JD23.400 net profit, sharply 
down from the JD58.800 recorded in 1997. 
Current assets totalled JD2.2 million, almost the 
same level as in 1997. 

Board Chairman Jamil Barakat told the share- 
holders that the firm being a holding company 
has three affiliated entities specialising in real 
estate, consulting and studies and in economic 
viability research. "The management has car- 


ried out studies on many economic projects in 
various investment areas and has established an 
investment portfolio to trade in shares in stock 
exchanges,” he said. Barakat added that the 
combined earnings of the company amounted 
to JD 1 82,100 while administrative and general 
expenses totalled JD 14 1,566. He indicated that 
after including retained earnings from 1997, the 
dividends payable at the end of 1998.amounted 
to JD1 14300 but were carried forward to 1999 
after deducting JD2386, or 10 per cent, to the 
regulatory reserve as required by law ( Al Ra'ij. 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31 ,1999 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19 1 You should be feeling 
absolutely marvellous today, and you’re looking fabu- 
W lous. You're going to attract all sorts of attention. Some 
of its from your competition. Your opponents are start- 
ing to realise you’re a force to be reckoned with, and 

they're right “ ' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Love and money don’t 
necessarily go together, but in this case, it looks like 
they do. You’ll be making a lot more money if you’re 
in a job you love, for example. You may think such a 
job doesn’t pay well, but that’s always true. Do what 
you love and the money follows, remember? 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 > This is a marvellous 
day for romance. It may not go quite as you planned, 
however. Looks like there’s a separation, and that does- 
n’t seem like fun. but it certainly could make things 
more intense — and intensity can be great fun. It looks 
like all ends well, so don’t fret. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) You may feel pulled 
every way, but don’t fall into a dither. Good friends and 
loved ones can keep you on track. Take time to set your 
x priorities so you know what to accept and what to turn 
• down. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) Should you stay or should 
you go? Should you accept an invitation that’s close to 
home or one that’s far away? Its pretty hard to choose, 
but if you wait a little while, the answer should become 
obvious. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) A fool and his 
money are soon parted. Don’t let this old say apply to 
you. Money is a recurrent theme this week. There are 
plenty of opportunities both to make if and Jose it. Its a 
jungle out there, but exciting, and this is a game at 
■which you have natural talent. So get out there and 
play, but be wary. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your best route 
to fame and fortune today is through a partnership. The 
two of you can make all sorts of things happen. You re 
good when you're working by yourself, but you really 
flourish when you’ve got somebody else encouraging 
you and stimulating your imagination. Today, such a 
^person is likely to appear. 

' SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You often 
get your way through a roundabout route, and today 
that could be the case again. You can lean on a person 
who owes you a favour, and he or she will call a friend, 
who calls a friend, and on and on down the line, until 
finally you get what you want. Today is a good one for 
starting that process. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You've put on a good showing this week and deserve a 
break. Schedule one for vourself and a few good 
friends; You might even want to call it a meeting, 
because it’ll be that. too. You 11 be discussing important 
ideas and establishing valuable relationships. But. of 
course, you’ll also be having a great time. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January -0) You 
could get an excellent chance to advance in your career 
today. This opportunity is based on work you ve done 
in the past, and also from relationships you ve devel- 
oped. You’ve built a good reputation, and that s why 
*’ou’re getting this chance. It could bnng you more 

money, so vou might as well give it a try. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A person 
you find very attractive feels the same way bac y ■ 

It may be difficult for you to get together, however, 
since there’s quite a distance between you. Lucloly.you 
can correspond, and that’s the basis of you 
ship. Continue to build that friendship, and see what 

20 to March 20 . Your di.en^a 
today probably has to do with money. How 
spend it? How should you budget it? Wllto be 
enough to go around? Its just one thing while 

Well, it does look like there will be 
You ought to be able- to do just about whatever you 

jWant. within reason. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 
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Jobless woes create new market for insurers 


TOKYO (R) — With 
Japan’s unemployment rate 
hitting new highs, insurance 
companies are eyeing a new 
growth market: Policies that 
guarantee income when 
people lose their jobs. 

Several insurance firms 
have begun to offer such 
schemes, which are variants 
of accident insurance, and 
one policy, “unemployment 
life support insurance” 
developed by Mitsui Marine 
& Fire Insurance Co., even 
pays out if a new job pays 
less than the old one. 

“Up to now, there have 
been policies that paid out if 


someone was hurt or hospi- 
talised, but none if they lost ■ 
their job,” said Mitsui 
Marine spokeswoman 
Itsuko Yazaki. “We have 
developed this product in 
response to growing needs 
in the market.” 

For premiums of 15,000 
yen ($125) a year, the policy 
pays approximately 40 per 
cent of a previous salary left 
uncovered by government 
unemployment insurance. 

Such schemes could 
become more attractive, 
given an expected rise in 
unemployment as compa- 
nies restructure to cut costs. 


slim down and boosr profit 
margins. 

The policies, most of 
which will be available after 
April I when the new busi- 
ness year starts, are mainly 
targeted at helping policy- 
holders keep up payments 
on housing loans, company 
officials said. 

The majority are contract- 
ed not by individuals direct- 
ly but by a financial firm, 
loan organisation or housing 
company that has financed 
their home. Coverage on 
average lasts for about six 
months following a lay-off 
or company failure. 


■The policies take this 
form because it is currently 
rather daunting to lake on a 
housing loan. This reassures 
borrowers that even if they 
lose their job, their loan will 
still be covered,” said Kenji 
Yamashita of AIU insur- 
ance. 

Most of Japan's big city 
banks operate or are con- 
templating similar pro- 
grammes, the financial doily 
Nihon Keizai Shimbun said. 

American Home 

Insurance, a branch of a 
U.S. firm, is also offering an 
income-guarantee policy for 
home-makers. 


Designed to cover cases in 
which a full-time home- 
maker may be unable to 
care for her family due to 
illness or injury, the policy 
not only pays out a set sum 
each month, it also provides 
funds for a number of mis- 
cellaneous expenses includ- 
ing restaurant bills and 
salaries for temporary home 
helpers. 

‘‘Housewives have never 
been included in this sort of 
plan before, but if they can't 
do their job, their family 
really suffers,” said 
Masatoshi Sumi, vice presi- 
dent at American Home. 


Job security is the ability to walk across 
the street and find another job ’ 

Layoffs are dark side to vigorous U.S. expansion 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

Something is different about! 
today’s workers, observed 
Roland Bullard, a banker 
turned venture capitalist. 
They work harder. 

“1 see it especially in the 
young people I come across. 

They are really smart and 
they know bow to use tech- 
nology,” Bullard, 54, said. 

Bullard, of the Philadelphia 
development firm Fastship 
Inc., is not alone in noticing 
higher productivity, which 
has helped make the U.S. 
expansion, on the eve of its 
eighth birthday, the healthiest 
in at least a generation. 

“Outstanding.” “Impres- 
sive.” “Admirable.” “Extra- 
ordinary” That’s how Federal 
Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan has described the 
fiast-growtb, low-inflation 
economy. A dynamic job mar- 
ket has helped make it possi- 
ble. 

But the expansion, which 
completes eight years on 
Thursday to become the sec- 
ond-longest period of U.S. 
growth on record, has a dark 
side: Layoffs. 

It seems a paradox that the 


omists had not thought were 
sustainable is the same one in 
which “Chainsaw Al” Dunlap 
gained infamy with his repu- 
tation for hacking payrolls. 

Yet James Annable, chief 
economist at Bank One Corp. 
in Chicago, said the trend is 
part and parcel of a change in 
the labour market that is prob- 
ably here to stay. 

“It used to be that large cor- 
porations were run like com- 
munities. Everybody had a 
stake: workers, vendors, man- 
agers. shareholders,” he said. 
But that changed as global 
capital markets became more 
powerful in the 1980s. 

Shareholder interests are 
now paramount. That means 
companies must come up with 
profits or face a takeover. 

Under such pressure, firms 
have proved that they could 
produce “productivity on 
demand.” Dumping unprof- 
itable subsidiaries and 
automation are ways to 
improve the bottom line, but 
many times they involve job 
cuts. 

As companies have become 
leaner and meaner, productiv- 
ity has risen. Between 1996 


-decade. which has seen unem-/.- and 1 998, 'productivity grew 
pioyraent.faH. to depths ecoa-,«at an average annual rate of 


1.9 per cent — almost double 
the roughly 1 . 1 per cent rate 
the economy has averaged for 
much of the past few decades. 
Many economists even sus- 
pect that productivity pickup 
would be higher if measure- 
ment problems could be 
fixed. Economists view 
growth in labour productivity 
— defined as output per 
worker hour — as the “silver 
bullet” that brings about ris- 
ing standards of living. 

When . workers produce 
more goods and services per 
hour, companies can fatten 
their profits. They can also 
boost worker wages without 
adding to costs or passing 
those higher costs along in the 
form of inflation. 

But Greenspan himself has 
acknowledged that the pro- 
ductivity gains often come 
with a cost, referring to job 
turnover as “creative destruc- 
tion” or “chum.” 

Bullard is do stranger to 
“chum.” His 28-year career in 
banking took him up to the 
position of vice chairman of 
Corestates Financial. He later 
was president of First Fidelity 
in Philadelphia before it was 
taken over by First Union 
Corp. 


He traded the plush corpo- 
rate job for the more precari- 
ous world of the entrepreneur, 
a change he’s glad he’s made. 

Fastship is creating a net- 
work to transport goods 
between the middle of the 
United States and the middle 
of Europe in seven days using 
high-speed ocean-liners and 
land transportation. 

Small firms like Bullard’s 
have been an engine of job 
creation over the past decade, 
helping to replace positions 
lost in corporate restructur- 
ings. 

As U.S. gross domestic 
product grew at a brisk pace 
of 3.9 per cent last year, cor- 
porate layoffs hit nearly 
700,000, suipassing the reces- 
sion years 1990 and 1991, as 
well as 1993, a year of mega- 
mergers. according to the 
Chicago outplacement firm 
Challenger. Gray and 
Christmas. 

Challenger, which has 
tracked U.S. job cuts since 
1989, reported that in J 998 — 
the same year that the unem- 
ployment rate hit a three- 
decade low of 4.3 per cent — 
worker layoffs hit their high- 
est level on record. 

Levi -Strauss and Boeing 


Co. have grabbed headlines 
with layoff announcements. 
But even fast-growing 
Internet giants like America 
Online are not immune. AOL 
last week announced plans to 
trim up to eight per cent of its 
work force after the acquisi- 
tion of Netscape 
Communications Corp. 

John Challenger, who heads 
Challenger. Gray and 
Christmas, said the essence of 
the new economy is that the 
contract between workers and 
their employers is fundamen- 
tally ebanged. 

“The contract used to be 
that as long as you came to 
work on time, you had a job. 
Today the contract is you m3y 
lose your job but you could 
find another one that maybe 
pays even more,” economic 
consultant Joel Naroff, whose 
corporate job at First Union 
Corp. was slashed last month, 
puts it bluntly: “Job security 
is the ability to walk across 
the street and find another 
job.” 

Naroff And Challenger say 
the new contract works fine 
right now, because the econo- 
my is strong. But the big 
question is. what will happen 
when a recession hits? 


China state firms feel reform heat from Beijing 


TIANJIN, China (R) — 
Demands for reform are forc- 
ing managers at China's 
money-losing state firms to 
make some painful decisions 
while adjusting to the market 
economy. 

A steady stream of march- 
ing orders for state industry 
captains to slash staff, cut 
losses and make products that 
sell has continued unabated 
from Beijing despite a slow- 
ing economy. 

To executives on the receiv- 
ing end of the decrees, like Li 
Chunlai of the northern indus- 
trial city of Tianjin. Prime 
Minister Zhu Rongji’s bold 
state sector reforms mean “a 
lot of pressure.” 

“State-owned enterprises 
had their heyday, but the mar- 
ket economy has brought us 


new problems,” said Li, chair- 
man of the Tianjin Dolphin 
Rubber Group Co., one of 
China’s leading makers of 
rubber products. 

“I naturally have felt a great 
deal of pressure and difficulty 
in running this big enter- 
prise.” he added. 

Li spoke to reporters at a 
group factory 10 days after a 
March 15 circular issued by 
the State Economic And 
Trade Commission (SETC) 
ordered large- and medium- 
sized stale enterprises to com- 
plete reform measures by the 
end of the century. 

The circular said senior 
managers would be made 
responsible for losses and 
called on state-owned firms to 
improve product quality, cut 
costs, tighten accounting, 


expand marketing and sales 
and slash payrolls. 

Senior company officials 
would receive a “yellow card” 
warning from the government 
if poor management caused 
losses, with those liable for 
two consecutive years of loss- 
es would be replaced, the cir- 
cular said. 

The SETC decree, which 
followed similar reform calls 
at parliament this month by 
Zhu and other officials, indi- 
cated Beijing intended to keep 
reform on track, analysts said. 

“The government remains 
fully committed to state- 
owned enterprise reforms 
despite a slowdown in Che 
economy,” said a statement by 
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter 
China economist Andy Xie. 

“One key task of the 


reforms is to free enterprises, 
of their social burden ” he 
added. 

Li, who said the 22 firms in 
the Dolphin group made more 
than one billion yuan ($120 
million) last year on 1.68 bil- 
lion yuan in sales and $29 
million in exports, has not 
seen a yellow card. 

But he has had to face down 
reform’s thorniest problem. 

“Under the market econo- 
my, firms must ‘cut staff and 
raise efficiency’,’’ he said, 
reciting Zbu’s mantra for the 
campaign to resolve the main 
problems of the state sector 
by the end of 2000. 

“But we can’t just cast 
workers out into society," Li 
said. 

Dolphin started cutting its 
huge staff in 1990 and had 


.halved die payroll to 11,000 
by the end of last year, he 
said. 

Of the 1 ] .000 redundant 
workers at the Dolphin group, 
3,760 were sent to new firms 
set up with Dolphin capital. 
1,100 were given early retire- 
ment for health reasons, 2J200 
were put through retraining 
programmes and found new 
jobs and 1,200 were sent to 
work in joint ventures and 
other partner firms, be 
explained. 

He said Dolphin seed capi- 
tal started 108 businesses 
tanging from bars and restau- 
rants to small factories to 
schools, some of which pro- 
vide services ihe state-owned 
firm used to supply. 

The firms posted 350 mil- 
lion yuan in sales in 1998, he 


added. 

•There are still nearly 2.000 
unemployed, for which we 
are still responsible for paying 
basic living expenses, med- 
ical insurance and pension.” 
he said, adding that the 
monthly living expense was 
235 yuan per worker. 

Li acknowledged that 
Dolphin is a success story in a 
state sector suffering from 
overstaffing, cash shortfalls, 
unmarketable products and 
inability to respond flexibly to 
market conditions. 

But he says the state sector 
can be restored to health. 

“I believe that state-owned 
enterprises are not mortally 
ill, but have afflictions that 
can be cured,” he concluded. 
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Quality Serviced Suites 
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Nigeria bustles with preparations 
for Youth Soccer Championship 


LAGOS (AFP) — In eight 
soccer stadia around 
Nigeria, finishing, and some 
not-quite-so-finishing. 
touches were being applied 
to paintwork and facilities 
as the country gears up to 
host next month’s World 
Youth Championship, 

Next Saturday. Nigeria’s 
affable military ruler 
General Abdulsalami 
Abubakar will open the 
tournament billed as 
“Nigeria’ 99” at the coun- 
try’s 40.000 all-seater 
National Stadium. Lagos. , 
After an expected two- 
hour opening ceremony , , 
Abubakar will then settle 
back into his seat to watch 
the host team take on Costa 
Rica in the first of some 52 
matches due over three 
weeks, featuring around 400 
players and due to culmi- 
nate with a final on April 
24. 

Some 24 youth teams 
from around the world are 
taking part in the FIFA- 
organised event, to be fol- 
lowed by more than 1.500 
local and foreign journalists 
and thousands of sports offi- 
cials and enthusiasts. 

Having spent some 10 bil- 
lion naira (SIJO million) on 
preparations. Abubakar is 
insisting all should be ready 
for the event, which he 
hopes will showcase the 
country to the world. 

Home to more than 108 
million people. Nigeria is 
Africa's most populous 
country and a sporting 



Residents of Lagos walk in front of a poster announcing the 10th FIFA world youth 
football championship which runs from 3 to 24 April 1999. More than 400 Under-20 
soccer players from 24 countries including Argentina, Brazil, England, Germany, 
Japan and the United States are taking part in the tournament (AFP photo) 

power on a continent which Sobowale, commentator for officials and experts who 
is still to stage a truly global 
sporting fixture. 

But for five years it has 
been an international pariah 
because of a repressive mil- 
itary regime under the late 
General Sani Abacha and in 
1995 the right to stage the 
championship was with- 
drawn at the last minute and 
handed to Qatar. 

And some, at home and 
abroad, say agreement that 
Nigeria should host this 
year's event came too early. 

According to Dele 


the Nigerian newspaper 
Vanguard, the country is 
“heading for international 
disgrace" in hosting the 
contest now before it is 
ready. 

Facilities are not up ■ to 
scratch, be said. 
Telecommunications and 
power problems are leg- 
endary and transport prob- 
lems have not been solved. 

Approval for Nigeria’s bid 
to host this event came only 
after a series of visits to 
Nigeria by a team of FIFA 


experts 
earlier this month dismissed 
the objections. 

FIFA vice-president Jack 
Warner said in Zurich that 
the problems in Nigeria 
were often exaggerated. 

“I’ve been to Nigeria 
seven times altogether and I 
have examined every detail. 
There is absolutely no cause 
for concern,” he said. 

To win the tournament. 
Nigeria had “worked hard” 
to bring up to standard the 
stadia and hotels in Bauchi, 
Calabar, Enugu. Ibadan, 


Kaduna, Kano, Lagos and 
Port Harcourt, he said. 

To assist in travel arrange- 
ments, state-carrier Nigeria 
Airways was getting backup 
from British Airways and 
other domestic airlines. 

To answer health con- 
cerns. FIFA had put in place 
special medical provisions, 
including specially-trained 
personnel, a dedicated 
telecommunications net- 
work and the provision for 
seriously injured or sick 
players to evacuated abroad. 

To ensure security, the 
government was bringing in 
4,000 specially-trained 
policemen to be deployed 
around the stadia and hotels 
where teams and officials 
will be staying. 

For the local organisers, 
what matters is that devel- 
oping countries like 
Nigeria, which is bidding to 
host the World Cup in 2006, 
be allowed to stage such 
events now. 

‘Teople should not expect 
the world. We are a devel- 
oping country. But we will 
be well organised. They will 
be amazed,” Paul Bassey, 
the national media officer 
for the FIFA Local 
Organising Committee told 
AFP last week. 

“We will organise a great 
championship. We will 
show that we could organise 
a full World Cup. What we 
just want now is for the 
thing to start.” he said. 

"It is time for the foot- 
ball.” 


Portland biggest surprise of shortened NBA season 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Two months into a National 
Basketball Association sea- 
son shortened by a labour 
fight and dimmed by the 
breakup of the Chicago 
Bulls dynasty, the Portland 
Trail Blazers have quietly 
become the team to beat 

With a balanced offence 
and strong defensive play, 
the Trail Blazers have the 
NBA*s best record at 23-5 
and a strong chance to win 
home court advantage for 
the NBA playoffs, which 
open May 5 after each club 
has played 50 games in 90 
days. 

Isaiah Rider sets the pace 
for five double-figure 
Portland scorers. The 
guard’s 15.7 points, 4.5 
rebounds and 2.4 assists are 
part of a team effort that has 
bred confidence. 

“We all feel like we’re 
going to win eveiy game, 
even if we're not playing 
really good," Rider said. 
“At some point, we're 
going to get on a nan and 
start playing real good. It’s 
a totally different feeling 
from last year. We’re totally 
confident and eveiy one is 
believing in everyone.” 

Lithuania's Arvydas 
Sabonis and Damon 
Stoudamire, the talented 
playmaker obtained from 
Toronto, each score 12.6 
points a game. Sabonis adds 
8.9 rebounds and 2.3 assists 
while Stoudamire con- 1 
tributes 6.9 assists and 3.5 J 
rebounds. | 

Add 12 points each from 
Brian Grant, who pulls 
down 11 rebounds a game, 
and R as heed Wallace and 
the Trail Blazers are a team 
to be reckoned with in the 
title chase, along with a host 
of Western Conference 
rivals. 



Shawn Bradley (R) of the Dallas Mavericks reaches over the back of Seattle 
SuperSonics Jelani McCoy (L) as both players battle for a rebound at Reunion Arena 
in Dallas, TX. (AFP photo) 


While the Chicago Bulls 
have slid to 8-21 in the 
wake of Michael Jordan’s 
retirement and the dynasty 
breakup, two-time NBA 
runner-up Utah remains 
solid at 21-7, paced by Karl 
Malone's 23 points and 9.4 
rebounds a game. 

“My production is down, 
but our record is better” 
Malone said. Tm having 
the most fun I’ve had play- 
ing the game. Fm more 
relaxed. To win a game, I'm 
not thinking I've got to 
score 30 every night. That's 
pressure off. 

“We’re starting to get 
everyone on the same page. 


To me. that's a lot. I don’t 
feel any different I think 
I'm gonna really get into a 
good rhythm soon. I feel it. 
I' m having good games, but 
I’m not having the games I 
want" 

Two other teams trying to 
find the right chemistry are 
Houston and the Los 
Angeles Lakers. The 
Rockets, 21-9, are on an 


eight-game win streak and 
have taken 1 1 of their past 
12 games with a Thursday 
showdown coming at Utah. 

Hakeem Olajuwon has 
18.3 points and 9.1 
rebounds for Houston while 
Charles Barkley has been 
healthy and contributing 
17.9 points and 12.7 
rebounds a game. And 
Scottie Pippen’s versatility 




- Monday’s NBA results 


Atlanta 

83 

Indiana 

82 . 

Seattle 

109 

Dallas 
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Denver 
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LA Clippers 

88 

LA Lakers 
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Vancouver 
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remains intact since his 
move from Chicago, with 
15.3 points, 7.0 rebounds 
and 62 assists a game. 

The Lakers have rebuild 
their roster around 
Shaquille O’Neal, whose 

26.7 points and 10.9 
rebounds a game led the 
club. Dennis Rodman adds 

10.7 rebounds a game to 
ease to load. Glen Rice adds 
17 3 points and an outside 
threat to ease defensive 
pressure on O’Neal. And 
Kobe Bryant scored 20.8 
points a game with flashy 
moves. 

The Eastern Conference is 
more balanced, with Larry 
Bird coached Indiana lead- 
ing the way slightly over 
Orlando and Miami. But 
parity is the key and such 
former losers as 
Philadelphia and Toronto 
are making moves with 
young talent like Allen 
Iverson, who is scoring 28.4 
points a game for the 76ers. 

l T think he's elevated 
every area of his game," 
Philadelphia coach Larry 
Brown said “We’ve won a 
lot of games where he’s 
been 5-for-18, 5-for-I9, and 
we've been in games where 
he was 5-for-25, 6-for-24. If 
he wasn’t on the court, we 
have no shot, because he 
makes everybody better." 

Veteran Charles Oakley 
has helped lift Toronto's 
Raptors to 14-14, their best 
showing so deep into a sea- 
son. 

‘Now that we've had 
some success, what we now 
have to do is prove we can 
win consistently,” he said. 
“That might not be some- 
thing we can do this season 
alone. It might take two or 
three seasons.” 


Factfile on FIFA World 
Youth Championship 



LAGOS (AFP) — The FIFA World Youth 
Championship, billed Nigeria ‘99. kicks 
off in Lagos on Saturday with the hosts of 
the Under-20s event taking on their coun- 
terparts from Costa Rica. 

Following are some facts about the 
event: 

— The opening match takes place in 
Lagos on April 3 and the final on April 24. 

The first game features Nigeria vs. 

Costa Rica. 

— 24 teams will take part in the compe- 
tition. 

— Eisht stadia are being used: Bauchi 
(northeast). Calabar (southeast). Enugu 
(east). Ibadan (southwest), Kaduna 
(north), Kano (north), Lagos (southwest) 
and Port Harcourt (southeast). 

— First-round matches run from April 3 
to April 11, using all eight stadia. 

— Second-round matches to be held 
April 14 and 15 in the eight grounds. 

— Quarter-finals to be held April 1 8 in 
Enugu. Ibadan. Kaduna and Lagos. 

— - Semi-finals to be held April 21 in 
Lagos and Kaduna. 

— Final and third-placed playoffs to be 
held April 24 in Lagos. 

— In total, some 52 matches will be 
played. 


— More than 1.500 I oca! and 
journalists will cover the e'crii. 

— The last host was Mala>>*J. u ‘^ m 

— The next host is Argentina, m -Wy- 

— Nigeria's best performance 
1989 where they lost in the final -•»* 

Portugal . . 

— Argentina are the current title hoiL,- 

— The joint-favourites for the champi- 
onship are Argentina and Sra/»i. h° tn 
three-times winners. _ 

— The National Stadium, umch 
host the opening match and final nuiK 
in 1972 and has been convened info an 
all-seater venue with a capac»> to '■eat 
40.000 people. 

— Nigeria's military gowmnvnt ^.i> - » 
has spent 10 billion naira 'SI 10 
on preparations. 

The 24 teams competing teams are: 

Argentina. Australia. Brazil. Cameroon. 
Costa Rica. Croatia. England. Germany. 
Ghana. Honduras. Japan. Kazakhstan. 
Mali. Mexico. Nigeria. Paraguay 
Portugal. Republic of Ireland. Saudi 
.Arabia. Spain. South Korea. L nited 
States. Uruguay and Zambia. 



sports in 


World Youth Championship fixtures 

• Group A (Lagos) 

April 3 — Nigeria v Costa Rica 

April 4 — Germany v Paraguay 

April 7 — Nigeria v Germany, Costa Rica v Paraguay 

April 10 — Nigeria v Paraguay, Costa Rica v Germany 

• Group B (Kaduna) 

April 4 — Croatia v Ghana, Argentina v Kazakhstan 
April 7 — Argentina v Ghana. Croatia v Kazakhstan 
April 10 — Argentina v Croatia, Ghana v Kazakhstan 

• Group C (Ibadan) 

April 4 — Australia v Saudi Arabia, Mexico v Republic of Ireland 
April 7 — Australia v Mexico. Republic of Ireland v Saudi Arabia 
April 10 — Australia v Republic of Ireland. Mexico v Saudi Arabia 

• Group D (Enugu) 

April 5 — Mali v Uruguay. Portugal v South Korea 
April 8 — Mali v Portugal' South Korea v Uruguay 
April U — Mali v South Korea. Portugal v Uruguay 

• Group E (Bauchi, Kano) 

April 5 — Cameroon v Japan, England v United States 
April 8 — Cameroon v England. Japan v United States 
April ! 1 — Cameroon v United States. England v Japan 
Group F (Calabar. Port Harcourt) 

April 5 — Brazil v Spain. Honduras v Zambia 
April 8 — Brazil v Honduras, Spain v Zambia 
April 1 1 — Brazil v Zambia. Honduras v Spain 

• Second round (all venues) 

April 14, 15 — Group winners and runners-up and best four third-placed teams 
Quarter-finals (Enugu. Ibadan, Kaduna. Lagos) 

April 18 

Semi-finals (Kaduna, Lagos) 

April 21 

Final, third-place playoff (Lagos) 

April 24 


Jordan sees NBA club 
ownership as a worthy challenge 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Michael Jordan retired from 
playing basketball oace the 
challenge was gone. Now he 
says he has found another 
challenge from the sport — 
owning a National 
Basketball Association 
team. 

In a statement relased here 
Monday by Jordan’s agent 
David Falk the superstar 
who led the Chicago Bulls to 
six NBA titles in the past 
eight seasons confirmed he 
has been contacted about 
purchasing a 50 per cent 
stake in the Charlotte 
Hornets. 

“The discussions are very 
pr eliminar y and I am uns ure 
whether I will be able to 
make an investment on 
terms that are acceptable to 
me,” Jordan said, calling the 
idea of NBA ownership “a 
fulfilling personal and busi- 
ness challenge.” 

Doing it in his home state 
of North Carolina would 
make the task even sweeter. 

“I would welcome the 
opportunity to be involved 
in growing the Hornets into 



Michael Jordan 

an elite NBA team.” Jordan 
said. 

Bulls owner Jerry 
Reinsdorf said Jordan would 
make a good NBA owner. 
“Michael is very bright and 
has very good insight.” 
Reinsdorf said. “I’m sure he 
would be a plus.” 


The Hornet'; have strug- 
gled to a 12-15 mark so far 
this season. leading only one 
Central Division rival — the 
woeful Bulls, who have 
slumped to 8-21 following 
the breakup of the champi- 
onship roster after Jordan's 
retirement in January. 


Ctmom ^0 Timirm Cnwma Ttamte Cinema thearne Cinema 






CINEMA TEL:463-4144 
PHILADELPHIA T 


Tom Hanks & . 
Edward Bums ,. Jn 


SAVING \ 
PRIVATE RYAN 


Shows: 12:15. 3rI5. 6:15, 9:15 




CINEMA TEL:463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA ‘2’ 


HAPPY EID TO ALL 

RONIN 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
A LITHE PRINCESS 
Shows: 12:30, 3:30 


CINEMA TEL:5699238 

PLAZA 


Leonardo Di Caprio ... in 

TITANIC 

Antonio Banderas ... in 

THE MASK 
OFZORRO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORDE 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 1 


ALWAD MAHROUS 

BTA'ALWAZIR 

(Shows: 1230,3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10-J0 

CONCORDE 2 
MR. BEAN 

Shows: 2:00, 6:00 
TOM & JERRY 
V4HJ0- 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 
Jackie Gum & Chris Tucker,. in 

RUSH HOUR 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30 

THE MAGIC SWORD I 

Shows:5:00 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

t oww.cns.com.jo/Gaileria 
Tom Hanks & Meg Ryan.. in 

YOU'VE GOT M@IL 

Shows: 6:15. S:30. 10:45 

the MAGIC SWORD 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 


Wstem YartesTheetoe 

TEL: 4625155 


Storting on ike Eid... 
political satire 

ALSALAMAL 

Starting ai 5i:3rt p.m 
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Velfapan congratulates Prince Ali 

AMMAN — HRH Prince Ali, president of the Jordan 
Football Association, received a letter on Tuesday from 
Asian Foorbail Federation Secretary General Peter 
Vellapan, who congratulated Prince Ali on designating 
him as head of the JFA. Meanwhile, the Asian federal 
lion has named an Iranian lecturer to supervise a local 
training course for Level B coaches from May 3-23 
This week, the Olympic team will host the 18-player 
Lebanese team, which arrived in Amman on Tuesday. 

Saeed will not coach Al Faisali 

AMMAN — Al Faisali football team technical manag- 
er Mathhar Al Saeed will not be able to supervise the 
team this season because of health problems. AJ Saeed 
told the club that based on medical advice he cannot 
meet his duties this season and suggested to find a 
capable person who can replace him this year. 


Kosovo crisis affects tournament 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A 30-vear tradition of amateur 
Russian boxers travelling to the United States for an 
annual showdown with U.S. fighters is under threat! 
because of the Kosovo crisis. A reduced working day and 
tight security at the U.S. mission in Moscow, following a 
weekend gun attack, has prevented Russia's boxing squad 
from getting their visa. Visa delays have already forced 
Russia's national female volleyball side to scrap plans to 
tour the United States for a series of friendly matches. 
Russian Volleyball Federation secretary Viktor Sviridov 
denied that they pulled out of the series for political rea- 
sons linked to Moscow’s opposition to U.S.-led air strikes 
against Yugoslavia, a traditional Russian ally. 

Britain wins back Grand Prix status 

MONTE CARLO (AFP) — The IAAF has given back 
Grand Prix status to Britain’s two top summer events. The 
move followed meetings last week between IAAF 
President Prime Nebiolo and David Hemery and David 
Moorcroft of U.K. Athletics. The Sheffield meeting on 
August 7 is restored as a Grand Prix l fixture while the 
meeting in Gateshead, on June 27. is a Grand Prix II. In a 
hand-delivered letter to Hemery, Nebiolo said: “I do 
recognise the extraordinary circumstances which athletics 
faced in the UK last year and I have tried to offer my per- 
sonal support. We believe Great Britain does deserve 
some exceptional consideration in this case." Hemery 
welcomed the news, saying: “This is a great boost for the 
sport in Britain and I am delighted that Dr. Nebiolo has 
shown consideration to athletics in this country at such a 
critical time." 

IOC official refuses to meet Coles 

SYDNEY (AFP) — International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) vice-president Anita DeFrantz said Tuesday she 
would not meet with embattled Australian Olympic offi- 
cial Phil Coles during her visit to Australia. The IOC 
executive board is investigating claims from Coles' ex- 
wife about a gift of jewellery from people associated with 
the Athens 1996 Olympic bid. “We have to wait until we 
get the information that we need, and then it will be 
resolved." she said at the headquarters of the Sydney 
Organising Committee for the Olympic Games 
(SOCOG). “I would not put a time frame on it." added 
DeFranz, here to assess the progress of Sydney’s Olympic 
transport preparations. Georgina Coles has said she still 
owns jewellery valued at AS10.000 (S6.000) given to 
Coles by a man connected with the Athens bid to host the 
1996 Olympics. Coles. 67. has resisted pressure to resign 
1 from the IOC and SOCOG after getting a “most serious 
warning" for accepting excessive hospitality from Salt 
Lake City's 2002 Winter Games bid. If expelled from the 
IOC, Coles would also lose his place on SOCOG. 


Connecticut wins U.S. college crown 

ST. PETERSBURG (AFP) — Richard Hamilton scored 
27 points to lead the University of Connecticut past Duke 
University 77-74 Monday in the United States men’s col- 
lege basketball tournament final. The championship was 
the First in school history for the Huskies, who finished 
34-2 and outplayed the favoured Blue Devils in the final 
minutes of what became one of the best title matches in ; 
tournament history. “We proved beyond a doubt we are 1 
the best team in the country," Hamilton said. 

Mavericks sign Croatian centre 

DALLAS I AFP) — Croatian center Bruno Sundov signed 
a two-vear contract with the National Basketball 
Association's Dallas Mavericks, who selected him 353th 
overall in last year’s NBA draft. Sundov s rights would 
have been up for arabs again in June had he not signed 
with Dallas bv the end of the season. Sundov, a -. l -metre 
giant who turned 19 on February' 10, played last season 
for a Croatian junior team, averaging 13 points and 1U 
rebounds. 


Divac fears for his family 

SACRAMENTO I AFP) — Yugoslavian Vlade Divac the 
starring canter for the National Basketball As^ocmuons 
Sacramento Kinas. fears for the safety of his family m 
Belgrade due to the NATO bombing in his homeland It s 
dangerous.” he said. “They ean t travel any w „ e . 

it's not safe. There is bombing everywhere. Drvac has 
spoken with his parents since the botnbin ^gan last 
week. They have told him they want to stay. But he would 

& Wi'SS - ' i ‘ r 7 

13-17 this season. 


Barcelona 
to stage 2003 
world 
swimming 
championships 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Barcelona will stage the 
2003 world swimming 
championships, the interna- 
tional governing body 
announced here Tuesday. 

The Spanish city, which 
hosted the 1992 Olympics, 
beat Long Beach in 
California and Montreal to 
get the event. The 2001 
championships are in 
Fukuoka, Japan. 

The 2002 6th World Short 
Course Championships will 
be in Moscow. the 
International Amateur 
Swimming Federation 
(FINA) announced at a 
press conference ahead of 
the fourth short course 
championships, which start 
in Hong Kong on Thursday. 

Taipei had also been in 
the running for the 2002 
event. The 2001 world 
short course championships 
will be in Athens. 

The 2003 world swim- 
'ming championships went 
to Barcelona after a vote by 
the FINA bureau — 20 
members cast votes with 
one absentee. FINA 
President Mustapha 

Larfaoui elected not to 
vole. 

““I offer congratulations to 
Barcelona and Moscow," 
Larfaoui said after 
announcing the bid win- 
ners. “But I have to say all 
the candidates presented 
bids of outstanding quality 
... it made the final decision 
a very tough one," he 
added. 

FINA honorary secretary 
Gunnar Werner — one of a 
three-member team that 
inspected the bid venues — 
declined to slate how close 
the voting had been 
between the three venues. 

Tt was a secret ballot and 
I can’t say any more than 
that All I will say is that 
only one vote was needed." 
he told reporters following 
the press conference. 

Wemer said the FINA 
bureau cast its votes after 
hearing technical reports 
from himself and another 
FINA official, together 
with a representative of the 
swimming body’s market- 
ing company. 

“We visited the venues 
and then drafted reports for 
the bureau members to 
study. They then took their 
votes,” Wemer said. 

FINA is to hold an extra- 
ordinary congress here on 
Wedneday. 


Lebanon’s Hikma decline participation 
in West Asian Basketball Championship 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Lebanese champions 
A! Hikma, favoured to win the 
upcoming 2nd West Asian 
Basketball Championship hosted by 
Al Orthodoxi Club, have announced 
that they would not take part in the 
April 12-17 event. 

Al Hikma. Arab champions for the 
last two years with professional 
players on their line-up. cited that 
two of their starters were on the 
injured list and that the club has 
automatically qualified to the Asian 
Clubs Championship which is slat- 
ed to start on May 22 in Beirut. 

Syrian champions Al Wihda — 
who will be AJ Orthodoxi 's arch- 
rival in the six-day tournament — 
have not yet sent their confirmation. 

According to Al Orthodoxi Club 
officials five teams have confirmed 
their participation: they are Iraq’s 


Air Force Club, the Palestinian 
National Authority national team, 
Baykan from Iran, Yemen’s Al 
Mina* and Jordanian champions Al 
Orthodoxi Club. 

The winning team will qualify to 
play in the Asian Clubs 
Championship. 

The Jordan Basketball Federation 
had initially suggested enabling 
national team players to join the Al 
Orthodoxi ’s lineup os part of prepa- 
rations for this summer’s Pan-Arab 
Games. It was not yet clear how that 
set-up would be arranged. 

The West Asian Championship 
was initiated with the formation of 
Asian Basketball Confederation’s 
(ABC) West Asia Zone last year and 
four championships have been held 
so far. The women's, U-I8 youth’s 
tournaments and the 1st West Asian 
Championship in which five teams 
Look part. 


Al Riyadi of Lebanon won the 
title playing ag ains t Al Mina’. Al 
Wihdeh, Iran's Zobohan and 
Jordan’s former champions Al 
Jazireh who were hosts. 

Following a meeting of the ABC 
West Asia Zone Federation lost 
week, secretary general Hagop 
Khacherian said the champion club 
of Asia will participate, for the first 
time, in the McDonalds 
Championship held in Italy later 
this year. 

He said the ABC reached an 
understanding with the International 
Basketball Federation — FIB A — 
to allow the Asian champion to take 
part in the annual event biennially. 

The McDonalds Championship is 
considered one of the most impor- 
tant tournaments because the 
world’s top teams usually compete 
including the NBA champion, two 
teams from Europe, one team from 


South America and the best team 
from Oceania. 

The Asian Clubs Championship 
will include 10 titleholding Asian 
teams: the top four from the last 
championship, one each from the 
ABC’s five zones and the host 
nation. 

The ABC's five zones are: the 
Middle East, East Asia, Southwest 
Asia, West Asia and the Gulf. 

Al Orthodoxi and Al Ahli previ- 
ously took part in the Asian Clubs 
Championship with Al Ahli secur- 
ing the best Jordanian showing with 
a fourth place finish in 1995. 

Al Orthodoxi were Jordan's 
champions 1976-1989. Al Ahli won 
the title 1990, 1992-1994, while Al 
Orthodoxi came back to win in 
1995 and 1996 lost it to Al Jazirch 
in 1997 and regained it the follow- 
ing year. 


Djorkaeff facing sentimental showdown, 
Zidane out of mateh*m)emst Atmenia 


PARIS (AFP) — French World Cup star 
Youri Djorkaeff will face Armenia in 
Wednesday night's European Championship 
Group Four qualifier relieved that his father 
Jean will be roaring him on from the Stade de 
France grandstand. 

Djorkaeff Sr., who played for France in the 
1966 World Cup in England, last year accept- 
ed the job as coach to Armenia — only for 
politicians in the former Soviet republic to 
pressurise the country’s football chiefs to 
appoint a coach from inside the country. 

Jean's wife — Youri’s mother — is 
Armenian and the French link does not end 
there. Djorkaeff's teammate Alain 
Boghossian is also from an Armenian family. 

The game has captured the imagination of 
the huge Armenian community in France, 
with the minnows eager to test their mettle 
against the world champions. 

Thanks to the intransigence of the 
Armenian establishment,. Jean will be able to 
cheer on - his- son 1 without em barras sment 
rather than- endure a nail-biting 90 minutes on 
the touchline. 

With no professional involvement 
Djorkaeff senior will be spared what could 
have been an embarrassing situation if 
Armenia were to concede a penalty on 
Wednesday night — Youri is France’s first- 
choice penalty taker. 

The build-up to the game has been stressful 
for France coach Roger Lemerre. the man 
who had the unenviable task of taking over 
from World Cup-winning coach Aime 
Jacquet. 

France are still unbeaten under Lemerre but 
on Saturday night had their closest shave yet 
under the leadership of the man who was pro- 
moted at the end of the World Cup after his 
boss Jacquet decided to quit at the top as a 
national hero. 


Group leaders Ukraine wefe kicking them- 
selves after failing to inflict the first defeat 
on France at the Stade de France. The match 
ended in a 0-0 draw. 

The best chances of the night fell to 
Ukraine with Dynamo Kiev golden boy 
Andrei Shevchenko unusually profligate in 
front of goal — although France goalkeeper 
Fabien Barthez must take some credit for the 
goalless scoreline. 

Lemerre ’s problems have been compound- 
ed by injuries. 

World player-of-the-year Zinedine Zidane 
has been ruled out of die European champi- 
onships qualifying match against Armenia on 
Wednesday. 

The 27-year-old Juventus midfielder, who 
has been out of action for three weeks fol- 
lowing a knee injury, also missed last 
Saturday's 0-0 group four qualifier with 
Ukraine in Stade de France. ^ _ 

--French team doctor-Jean MarcdfFenet-saSdf 
that the decision was taken following 
Sunday’s training session. “He still feels pain 
in his knee when he puts pressure on it. We 
decided not to take any risks." 

Midfielder Emmanuel Petit is also doubtful 
with a thigh injury and could be replaced by 
his Arsenal team-mate Patrick Vieira. 

Left-back Bixente Lizarazu has been ruled 
out for six weeks after injuring his knee in 
Saturday’s match. 

Petit’s Arsenal teammate Vieira is standing 
by while either Boghossian or Christian 
Karembeu will fill in for Lizarazu, who is out 
for six weeks. 

France also saw their perennial Achilles 
heel — a lack of goals — return to haunt 
them against Ukraine. Nicolas AnelJka looked 
to have solved the striking problem that has 
been the one vulnerability of Lemerre’s — 


and indeed Jacquet's — teams. 

But Anelka, so lethal in the historic 2-0 win 
over England at Wembley, was isolated and 
crowded out by the Ukrainians with 
Christophe Dugarry and Robert Pi res. 
deployed just behind the Arsenal striker, both 
having disappointing game. 

Deprived of Zidane’s artistry, creative ideas 
were lacking up front and France's most 
potent-looking threat was veteran defender 
Laurent Blanc when he joined the attack for 
set pieces. 

Lemerre added Monaco striker David 
Trezeguet to his squad after the youngster 
scored four goals in the-Under-21 clash with 
Ukraine last Friday. 

With Ukraine leading the group, France 
. . cannot afforji any slip-ups against Armenia 
with - TceTantTIevel ori points with the second- 
placed world champions. 

France, still unbeaten since the World Cup 
opened at the same venue last season, have 
been less than convincing in the European 
qualifiers. 

Their 3-2 win in Moscow against Russia is 
their only truly convincing performance so 
far while they had to settle for a 1-1 draw in 
Iceland and struggled to overturn minnows 
Andorra 2-0 at the Stade de France before 
their lucky escape against Ukraine. 

Lemerre was certainly relieved to get away 
with a draw against LHcraine, saying: “This 
point was a good point. Ukraine had 
Shevchenko but we had Barthez." 


Graf jumps to 5th while 
Serena rises to 11th 


MIAMI (AFP) — Former World No. 1 Steffi Graf jumped 
ahead of Upton champion Venus Williams while Serena 
Willi ams came w ithin six points of cracking the top 10 in 
the new WTA Tour rankings released here on Monday. 

Graf, who lost to Venus Williams in the semi-finals at 
Key Biscayne. rose two places to fifth, trading spots with 
Spain's Arantxa Sanchez Vicario to keep Venus stuck in 
sixth place despite her triumph. 

Swiss World No. 1 Martina Hingis saw her lead over 
American Lindsay Davenport shrink from 140 points to 
1 1 1 despite reaching the Key Biscayne semi-finals, where 
she was ousted by Serena Wiliams. 

Serena reached a career-best 1 1th, rising five places, and 
finished only six points behind lOth-ranked Nathalie 
Tauziat of France. 


1. Martina Hingis (Swi) 

2. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 

3. Monica Seles (USA) 

4. Jana Novotna (Cze) 

5. Steffi Graf (Ger) 

6. Venus Williams (USA) 

7. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (Spa) 

8. Mary Pierce (Fra) 

9. Amanda Coetzer (Rsa) 

10. Nathalie Tauziat (Fra) 

11. Serena Williams (USA) 

11 Sandrine Testud (Fra) 

13. Patty Scbnyder (Swi) 

14. Amelie Mauresmo (Fra) 

15. Irina Spirlea (Rom) 

16. Dominique Van Roost (Bel) 

17. Natasha Zvereva (Blr) 

IS. Conchita Martinez (Spa) 

19. Barbara Schett (Aut) 

20. Anna Koumikova (Rus) 


5421 pts 

5310 

3919 

3766 

3079 

2989 


SALE 


Unique building in sweifieh built to accommodate owner. 
Only one apartment available for sale 4th floor. 
365 sq.m. 4 bedrooms, 2 spacious salons, 2 living rooms, 
large kitchen, double glazing and central A/C. 


Price Is given after viewing the apartment 
Tel: 5861718 or mobile 079/520670 





Spain’s Felix Mantilla, heads a tennis ball back over 
the net during a light moment in training at the 
Tennis Club of Lerida for the Davis Cup match 
against Brazil 2 April 1999 (AFP photo) 


I HOME FOR RENT I 


A beautiful three-storey home in western Amman, 
with a new oak kitchen open to a family area and 
warm fireplace is now available for rent. The first 
floor, with its easy access master bedroom, 
complete with a jacuzzi-size tub and bathroom 
overlooks a garden and private patio. Four huge 
bedrooms, each with a personal bathroom, and a 
living room give the second floor privacy and 
space. A complete guest apartment, with 
kitchenette and bathroom plus maid's room, is 
found in the basement. Private garden. Relaxing 
view. Lots of space. 

Call: 079/570515 


For Rent 


Deluxe furnished apartment 220 sq.m, 
excellent location in shmesanL 
3 bedrooms, sitting room, living room 
Utilities, maid room, modern kitchen and Luxury furniture 


Tel: 5668240 or mobile 079/520670 
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Britain, Ireland intensify 
N. Irish peace talks ahead 
of accord anniversary 





»i r •** ! 


BELFAST (R) — The British 
and Irish prime ministers 
intensified efforts to push 
Northern Ireland's peace deal 
over its final hurdle on 
Tuesday as one official said 
there was a “glimmer of 
hope." 

"We’ve got to find a solu- 
tion with the same sense of 
urgency that we brought to 
this agreement in the first 
place," Britain’s Tony Blair 
said. 

He and Ireland's Bertie 
Ahem spearheaded frantic 
talks aimed at breaking a 
stalemate over guerrilla disar- 
mament and implementing 
the peace deal before its first 
anniversary on the upcoming 
Good Friday holiday. 

A Northern Ireland office 
spokesman said a “glimmer of 
hope" could be seen but there 
had been no breakthrough. 

‘“We will assess the situation 
as we go through the evening 
but at this stage there have 
been no developments" an 
aide to Protestant leader 
David Trimble said. 

The British province's elect- 
ed assembly is due to convene 
on Wednesday or Thursday to 
vote in a coalition cabinet led 
by Trimble and his Catholic 
Deputy Seamus Mallon. 

But the process will fail 
unless Trimble and the 
Catholic nationalist Sinn Fein 
Party reach a compromise 
over die pace of Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) dis- 
armament. And time is tighL 
Britain has set this week as 
the deadline for the transfer of 
some home-rule powers to die 


cabinet but Trimble refuses to 
sit with Sinn Fein until its IRA 
allies start disarming. 

Some commentators have 
expressed hope the IRA will 
offer an olive branch in its tra- 
ditional Easter statement this 
week. 

Trimble’s aide strenuously 
denied a report that the 
Protestant leader’s Ulster 
Unionist Party would admit 
Sinn Fein to its two cabinet 
seats if disarmament began 
within weeks. 

The two prime ministers 
met John de Chastelain, the 
Canadian general overseeing 
behind-the-scenes moves to 
disarm guerrillas, but officials 
stayed tight-lipped about the 
outcome. 

The duration of the talks is 
unclear. 

Blair missed question time 
in the House of Commons last 
Wednesday because of a 
European Union summit in 
Berlin, and his office said that 
while he did not intend to miss 
this week's session, be could 
still return to Belfast after- 
wards. 

Ahern’s delegation has 
booked accommodation at the 
Stormont government build- 
ing until tire end of the week, 
officials say. suggesting they 
are not necessarily anticipat- 
ing a speedy resolution. 

Northern Ireland left behind 
three decades of bombs and 
bullets with truces by tire main 
Protestant- and Catholic- 
backed groups in 1994 and 
1997. but low-intensity vio- 
lence continues. 

Hard-liners made their pres- 


‘Mordechai may 
consider quitting race 
for prime minister’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Yitzhak 
Mordechai. the new 
Centrist Party's candidate 
for prime minister, might 
eventually consider drop- 
ping out of the race to avoid 
splitting the vote against 
Prime Minister Benyaniin 
Netanyahu, a party col- 
league said Tuesday. 

Mordechai himself has 
vehemently denied any 
intention to abandon his bid 
to become prime minister. 

But Dalia Rabin-Pelossof. 
a Centrist parliamentary 
candidate, told reporters 
she believes Mordechai 
might consider leaving the 
race if it appeared certain 
that Labour Party candidate 
Ehud Barak could beat 
Netanyahu. 

Polls in Israeli newspa- 
pers suggest Barak is in a 
virtual tie with Netanyahu, 
with both running far ahead 
of Mordechai according to 
weekly polls in Israeli 
newspapers. 

If no candidate receives 
50 per cent of the vote on 
May 17, the top two finish- 
ers would face each other in 
a runoff rwo weeks later. 
Polls suggest Mordechai 
would do better against 
Netanyahu in a runoff, 
however. 

Speaking to the Foreign 
Press Association, Rabin- 
Pelossof said her party still 


hopes to persuade voters 
that if Mordechai can defeat 
Netanyahu, "he should be 
there for the second round." 
It appears now that Labour 
cannot win, she said, but “if 
Barak shows 100 per cent 
for sure that he wins, of 
course, the situation is dif- 
ferent-" 

Rabin-Pelossof said her 
party and Labour do not 
have major ideological dif- 
ferences. but share the goal 
of replacing Netanyahu. 

Mordechai has consis- 
tently and hotly rejected 
suggestions that he should 
drop out of the race and 
endorse Barak. He suggests 
that Barak quit and endorse 
him. 

Rabin-Pelossof, daughter 
of slain, Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. said 
Netanyahu's victory in 

1996 was "almost as trau- 
matic" as the assassination 
of her father in 1995 by an 
Israeli extremist opponent 
of his peace policies with 
the Palestinians. 

Rabin-Pelossof said she 
herself would never sit in 
the same cabinet as 

Netanyahu, but did not rule 
out the possibility of the 
Centrists joining the gov- 
ernment of Netanyahu’s 
Likud if he were to win. 


ence felt on the fringes of the 
talks at Stormont, the seat of 
Northern Ireland’s power 
which will take over some 
home-rule from London if the 
process works. 

Anti-accord protesters 
harangued Blair and Ahem as 
they left for Hillsborough cas- 
tle where talks reconvened 
after lunch. 

Police moved in to pull back 
the group as they shouted 
“Appeasement!" to show their 
anger at the conditional early 
release of guerrilla prisoners, 
a keystone of the peace deal 
which is designed to keep 
paramilitary groups on cease- 
fire. 

Two Roman Catholic 
Republicans scaled a hal- 
lowed Protestant icon to fly 
tire Irish flag, infuriating fire- 
brand Protestant politician- 
preacher Ian Paisley, a vocal 
opponent of the deal. 

“Get it down." he shouted at 
police, affronted at the sight of 
the tricolour flying from the 
statue at Stormont of Lord 
Edward Carson, a Protestant 
founder of British rule. 

“There are some of us who 
are not prepared to allow the 
tricolour to fly in Northern 
Ireland. We object to it and 
will continue to object to it," 
his colleague Peter Robinson 
said. 

Their Democratic Unionist 
Party is the biggest opponent 
of last year's peace deaL fear- 
ing Britain’s devolutionary 
policies under Blair are a step 
on the road to a united Ireland 
in which Protestants would be 
a four-to-one minority. 





A SNOWY HOLIDAY OUTING: A Lebanese woman enjoys the snow at the Faraya ski resort, northeast of Beirut, 
on Tuesday, the last day of ’Eid Al Adha, or ‘Feast of Sacrifice,* which marks the end of the annual pilgrimage, 
or Haj f AFP photo) 

Israel should implement Wye deal — U.S. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Rj — The United States 
called on Israel on Tuesday to 
meet its obligations under a 
stalled land-for-security agree- 
ment with the Palestinians 
rather than argue over who 
should move first to end the 
stalemate. 

‘“The issue is not who goes 
first. Rather than focus on 
sequence, the government of 
Israel should focus on imple- 
menting their obligations." 
VS. embassy spokesman 
Lam/ Schwartz told Reuters. 


He was responding to Israeli 
newspaper reports that 
Washington accepted Israel’s 
position it need not cany out 
an additional pullback in the 
West Ban): under (he U.S.-bro- 
kered deal until the Palestinian 
National Authority had 
adhered to all its obligations in 
the accord's second phase. 

“The United States believes 
both sides should move for- 
ward in a parallel, phased 
approach to fulfil all of (heir 
commitments under the Wye 
River memorandum." 


Schwartz said, insisting die 
VS. position on implementa- 
tion had not changed. 

Citing alleged Palestinian 
violations of the accord signed 
last October at the White 
House. Israel suspended the 
agreement in December after 
carrying out a West Bank pull- 
back under the first phase of 
the three-stage deal. 

“On the issue of implemen- 
tation. during phase one. both 
sides worked together to fulfil 
their obligations" Schwartz 
said. 


"Under phase two. the 
Palestinians have fulfilled 
some of their commitments, 
particularly with respect to 
fighting terror. There are other 
commitments under phase two 
that they have yet to fulfil. The 
Israelis for their part have not 
fulfilled any of their commit- 
ments undo- phase tw o. 

“If we had a serious process 
under way — one in which 
both sides were fulfilling their 
obligations — we would not 
be having this discussion." 
Schwanz said. 


Israeli found guilty of planning profanation of Al Aqsa 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
l AFP) — A Jewish immigrant 
from (he former Soviet Union 
was found guilty Tuesday of 
planning to desecrate the holiest 
Islamic site in Jerusalem, by 
throwing a pig's head onto the 
premises. 

Damyan Pakovitch and an 
accomplice "intended to create 


tensions between Jews and 
Arabs by committing serious 
provocations," during ihe month 
ofRamadan in 1 998. ihe court in 
Jerusalem said. 

He had palmed to throw the 
head into the compound hous- 
ing the Al Aqsa Mosque and tire 
Dome of the Rock, the site from 
which Muslims believe the 


Prophet Mohammad made his 
night journey to heaven. 

Pakovitch was also found 
guilty of having placed a pig's 
head on the tomb of the 
Palestinian resistance fighter 
Izzeddine Al Qassem in the 
northern Israeli town of Haifa 18 
months ago. 

Qassem led the fight against 


the British and the Zionisis in the 
period before the 1948 establish- 
ment of the state of Israel. 

The court further convicted 
Pakovitch of having set fire to 
the premises of an organisation 
of peace activists. 

The prosecutor’s office said 
Pakovitch is due to testify' 
against his accomplice Avigdor 


Askin in exchange for a lighter 
sentence. 

Askin. who is connected to the 
banned anti-Arab group Kach. 
has already been sentenced to a 
four-month prison term fa- call- 
ing for the murder of former 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
before he was assassinated in 
1995. 


Pilgrims start leaving Saudi Arabia after Haj 


MECCA (R) — Tens of thou- 
sands of Muslim pilgrims start- 
ed leaving Saudi Arabia on 
Tuesday after the. annual Haj 
pilgrimage ended. 

Saudi authorities had issued 
instructions to travel agencies 
to start ferrying pilgrims home 
from Monday. Pilgrims who 
had not yet visited the Holy 
City of Medina, the site of the 
Prophet Mohammad’s tomb, 
were given 1 1 days to leave. 

Saudi Arabia said 1.7 million 
pilgrims performed Haj this 
year, about one million of them 


caning from abroad. The 
remainder were either Saudi 
citizens or foreign residents in 
Saudi Arabia. 

"I am leaving for home, I 
miss my family." Waheeb 
Abdul Kaddus. a 32-year-old 
Pakistani, said after completing 
the pilgrimage. 

“I have perforated Haj and 
plan cm returning to Saudi 
Arabia more frequently for the 
ritual" he added. 

As the waves of pilgrims 
started leaving, Saudi authori- 
ties were expected to begin 


what has become the regular 
task of seeking out and sending 
home those who try to stay on 
after the pilgrimage, to look for 
work or beg in the oil-rich king- 
dom. 

Hie English-language Arab 
News said on Tuesday that 
Saudi authorities planned a 
campaign against illegal resi- 
dents from April I. although it 
did not specifically mention 
those who had stayed on after 
Haj. 

It said more than 750,000 ille- 
gal residents had been deported 


from the kingdom since July 
1997. adding that another 
485,000 managed to legalise 
their residency status. 

Residents said police road- 
blocks and surprise raids 
become common in Saudi 
Arabia after the end of Haj each 
year 

‘1 was given a telephone 
□umber in Saudi Arabia to call 
if I needed a job” said one pil- 
grim from Bangladesh. The 
kingdom employs hundreds of 
thousands of mainly Asian 
workers. 


Saudi authorities also clamp- 
down on street beggars, who 
according to witnesses included 
many .African children this 
year. 

On Monday. Saudi Arabia 
declared this year’s Haj pil- 
grimage safe, clean and free of 
outbreaks of disease a serioas 
accidents. 

Saudi media said the only 
accident this year was a small 
fire that gutted about 40 
makeshift tents on Mena plain 
and injured 12 people on 
Saturday night 


Kosovo confronts Clinton with biggest foreign policy crisis 


By GretdienCook 

Agertce France Presse 

WASHINGTON — Tiny 
Kosovo is confronting U.S. 
President Bill Clinton with a 
mammoth foreign policy crisis, 
challenging his post-impeach- 
ment credibility, resolve and 
leadership. 

A stem-looking Clinton 
returned on Monday from a 
brief respite at the Camp David 
presidential retreat and headed 


Jordan Press Association (JPA) 
announces the following: 

The JPA Council is calling the General Assembly for an annual meeting on 
Friday, April 23, 1999, at 10 a.m. at the Amman Chamber of Industry in Jabal 
Amman. In the event that if no quorum is convened on that date, the council 
will call for another meeting on Friday, April 30, 1999, at the same time and 
venue. 

The agenda inctudes: 

a. the endorsement of final accounts and approval of the new year’s budget; 

b. a debate on the council’s administrative, financial and professional reports; 

c. the presentation of the internal draft law for the association and the 
housing scheme prepared by the council's members to be submitted to the 
concerned authorities; 

d. the election of the association president and council members; 

Only General Assembly members whose fees are paid in full at least seven 
days before the date of the meeting can participate in the elections. 
Nominations for the post of president and council membership will be 
accepted 15 days before the election day and will be closed three days before 
the set date. The names of candidates will appear on the board at the JPA 
headquarters after the three-day nomination period. 

s. JPA President Seif Sharif /* 


immediately into a briefing on 
the NATO air campaign by his 
national security team. 

But there was not much good 
news to report. 

Nearly a week of allied 
assaults on Serb targets has 
foiled to budge Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic, 
and U.S. officials are now 
expressing “alarm" at the Serbs’ 
massive retaliation against the 
Kosovars. 

And though a downed U.S. 
pilot was spectacularly rescued, 
the incident was a painful 
reminder for Clinton that he has 
embarked on a mission that 
could prove for deadlier than 
Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia or Iraq. 

Cracks have also emerged in 
the NATO alliance, and the risky 
operation has pushed U.S. rela- 
tions wife Russia to one of the 
lowest points in the post-Cold 
War era. 

Republican lawmakers too are 
stepping up attacks on Clinton 
fa embroiling the country in an 
internal foreign conflict refusing 
to lay out an “exit strategy" and 
felling to acknowledge ground 
forces may be necessary to finish 
the job. 

Clinton has put on a confident 
public face, but the White House 
is clearly frustrated with die way 
things are playing out so for. 

"Just because some people 
thought maybe [Milosevic] 
would cave in after a day or two 
— we can’t be held responsible 
fa that You have to be fair on 


how you judge us. It’s getting 
ridiculous." an official scud on 
condition of anonymity. 

There are indications too that 
Clinton's sex scandal continues 
to damage his credibility. 

Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright bristled when asked 
whether the president was again 
using the same kind of linguistic 
hair-splitting made famous by 
his sex scandal when be said he 
has “no intention" of using 
ground troops. 

“All I can tell you is the 
words,” she said when asked on 
CBS television on Sunday what 
“no intention" actually means. 

“He will not send pound — 
he says he has no intention," she 
stumbled along. 

‘“He is . the commander-in- 
chief and when he speaks, he 
should be respected,” Albright 
admonished the interviewer 

The exchange underscores 
continued foDoui from the 
humiliating Monica Lewinsky 
scandal in which Clinton denied 
the affair by using a narrow def- 
inition of sex. 

Many of the pro-Serb demon- 
strators picketing the White 
House in recent days are also 
bearing signs referring to the 
scandaL 

And though Republicans deny 
they are seeking revenge fa 
their impeachment defeat, they 
initially opposed US. involve- 
ment in the oonflict and are now 
challenging Clinton’s claim that 
ground troops will not be neces- 


sary to finish the job. 

“We must win this conflict 
with whatever it takes." 
Republican Senator and presi- 
dential hopeful John McCain 
told ABC television on Sunday. 

He said Clinton had “very 
poorly handled" Kosovo and 
opposed US involvement, 
adding however “Wow that we 
are here, and we have said that 
we are going to not allow him 
[Milosevic] to succeed, then I 
would argue that our national 
interests are at stake at this 
moment" 

But Clinton, who heavily 
relies on perils, is faced with sur- 
veys shewing fewer than half of 
Americans would support send- 
ing VS. ground troops ro 
Yugoslavia. 

’This is the largest foreign pol- 
icy crisis of this administration 
[but] Ihe preparation of the pub- 
lic and Congress has been inade- 
quate.” explained Richard 
Haass. head of fee Brookings 
Institution think tank. 

hi the run-up to the NATO 
campaign, Clinton had bowed to 
congressional demands to make 
a strong public case fa the 
action, gang on national televi- 
sion to ourline his motivations 
and goals. 

But the justifications have 
moved from fears of a third 
worid war to the urgency of the 
humanitarian crisis. 

_ ‘It's convenient fa tite admin- 
istration. They needed some- 
thing,” Doug Bandow with the 


conservative Cato Institute said 
of the humanitarian crisis in 
Kosovo. 

Clinton has also changed the 
emphasis on his objectives. 

In laying out his case last 
week, the president stressed that 
the Serbs had rejected the 
RambouDlei peace deal the 
Kosovars had accepted, indicat- 
ing Belgrade must be bombed 
back to the bargaining table. 

Since then, however, the 
approved administration lan- 
guage has moved away from the 
signing of the peace agreement 
to “degrading” Milosevics abil- 
ity to wage war against the 
Kosovars. 

Balkans specialist Ivo Daalder 
said the United States had under- 
estimated Milosevic's resolve. 

“W? miscalculated We did 
nor look at what makes 
Milosevic tick, which is to 
remain in power.” he said 

But the White House official 
said die Clinton administration 
was confident all was going as 
planned " " 

“I don’t think anyone is sur- 
prised that [Milosevic] moved 
forward on the offensive he has 
teen planning fa months,” he 
said adding that NATO's move 
into a more intensive second 
phase was also on course. 

TCtinton] has said this is not a 
JU-second commercial and w e 
have to be steady as we go." he 



Judge voids law 
against vibrators 

HUNTSVILLE — A fed- 
eral judge h,!> vtrtick down ,tn 
Alabama la" that harmed the 
sale of vibrator*, saying the 
state had failed to prove the 
devices were oh-cenc. “ \ 
majority, or at least a sigml:- 
csirii minority, of the pn> 
scribed dev teev a-' a matter of 
law. ;t re not under 

anv established definition of 

obscenity” IS. District 

Juduc Lynwood Smith wrote 
in an fti-pace opinim. A law 
enacted b> the Alabama legis- 
lature last year included .m 
anti-ot>ceniry statute that 
barred the sale of hems 
d esigned to enhance sexual 
pleasure, including vibratos, 
and certain kind- of c* 'ndoiits. 
It also outlawed strip clubs. 
Monday's ruling came in a 
lawsuit filed against tix: state 
by six women vv ho either sold 
vibrators or testified trial the 
devices and other sex toys 
covered by the ruling gave 
them sexual pleasure they 
could not otherwise achieve. 

Man rescued from 
Alps flagpole 

ZURICH iR) — A helicopter 
rescued a Sw iss man stranded 
atop a flagpole. .Alpine rescue 
service Rega said. Rega. bet- 
ter known for saving stranded 
mountaineers in flic .Alps, flew 
in to pluck the man from the 
135-foot pole in the town of 
Oensingen in the northern 
canton of Solothum. The man. 
“an experienced Alpinist" 
according to Rega. was sent 
up the pole to make repairs 
and got stuck after rain made 
the descent too dangerous. His 
position was complicated by 
the pole's location on top of a 
casrle. The man was finally 
flown safe but chilled to a 
nearby hospital. 

Dial ‘X’ for sex in 
brothel-on-wheels 

VIENNA • R • — Feeling 
frisky in Vienna? Call Erotik 
Taxi. The mobile brothel 
sends out a black stretch 
Cadillac for S250 an hour 
complete with chauffeur, call- 
girl a fray drinks, hard-core 
pom videos and condoms. 
Mileage is unlimited hut the 
route is of little importance to 
passengers who show scam 
interest in a scenic spin around 
Vienna’s imperial sights. 
"They're busy making our cn 
route, they haven't got time to 
take in the sights." said the 
manager of Vienna Erotik 
Taxi and the Sweet Dreams 
escort and modelling agency, 
who asked to be identified 
only as Albert. “People come 
to us because we offer a 
thrilling alternative to sex at 
home or in a hotel.” he said. 
Most of the clients are busi- 
nessmen. w ho use the service 
to pick them up ai the airport 
or ferry them around the city 
between appointments. 

Basketball star 
finds assault ‘no 
problem’ 

.ATHENS t AP) — Not every- 
one can bear up the boss's son 
and keep their job. Bur when 
you're a star player such laps- 
es apparently can be over- 
looked Dino Radja. the centre 
of the Panathinaikos basket- 
ball team, had a tight grip on 
his job Tuesdav after he apol- 
ogised to Pavlos 
i lannakopoulos. the president 
of the dub. for punching his 
son after the final regular sea- 
son same ' Sundav. 

Notoriously temperamental, 
the c 3 -year-old Croat claims 
he lost his cool when he spot- 
ted a supporter slappins ihe 
team's coach. lifted 
boubotic. on the head after \ 
beating archrival Olympiakos 
~ Radja chased and 
punched Dimitris 

i lannakopoulos. 24, not 
knowing he was the presi- 
dents son. Yiannakopoulos. 
who was not injured, said he 
was angry when 
Panathinaikos failed to take 
first place in the regular sea- 
son standings. Panathinaikos 
is willing to overtook the inci- 
. L ’^hai problem? There 
is no problem. He rccrctted 
,L Vtannis Meiissis. a 

team spokesman. d 
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